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Assurances 
 

� The Academy will administer an approved benchmark assessment, or local benchmark 
assessment, or any combination thereof, to all pupils in grades K to 8 to measure proficiency in 
reading and mathematics within the first nine weeks of the 2020-2021 school year.   
 

� Within thirty days after the approval of its Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan, and every 30 days 
thereafter, the Academy, at a meeting of its board of directors, will re-confirm how instruction is 
delivered during the 2020-2021 school year and will solicit public comment, at a public meeting, 
from the parents or legal guardians enrolled in the Academy.  
 

� If delivering pupil instruction virtually, the Academy will expose each pupil to the academic 
standards that apply for each pupil’s grade level or courses in the same scope and sequence as the 
Academy had planned for that exposure to occur for in-person instruction.  
 

� If delivering pupil instruction virtually, the Academy will provide pupils with equitable access to 
technology and the internet necessary to participate in instruction.  
 

� The Academy will ensure that students with disabilities will be provided with equitable access to 
instruction and accommodation in accordance with applicable state and federal laws, rules and 
regulations.  
 

� The Academy, in consultation with a local health department, and district employees, will 
develop guidelines concerning appropriate methods for delivering pupil instruction for the 2020-
2021 school year that are based on local data that are based on key metrics. A determination 
concerning the method for delivering pupil instruction shall remain at the Academy Board’s 
discretion.  Key metrics that the Academy will consider shall include at least all of the following: 
 

o COVID-19 Cases or Positive COVID-19 tests 
o Hospitalizations due to COVID-19 
o Number of deaths resulting from COVID-19 over a 14-day period 
o COVID-19 cases for each day for each 1 million individuals 
o The percentage of positive COVID-19 tests over a 4-week period 
o Health capacity strength 
o Testing, tracing, and containment infrastructure with regard to COVID-19  

 
� If the Academy determines that it is safe to provide in-person pupil instruction to pupils, the 

Academy will prioritize providing in-person pupil instruction to pupils in grades K to 5 who are 
enrolled in the Academy.  

 
� The Academy will ensure that two (2), 2-way interactions occur between a pupil enrolled in the 

Academy and the pupil’s teacher or at least one (1) of the pupil’s teachers during each week of 
the school year for at least 75% of the pupils enrolled in the Academy. The Academy will 
publicly announce its weekly interaction rates at each Academy Board meeting where it re-
confirm how instruction is being delivered , beginning 30 days after approval of its Extended 
COVID-19 Learning Plan, and every 30 days thereafter. The Academy will make those rates 
available through the transparency reporting link located on the Academy website each month for 
the 2020-2021 school year.  
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� The Academy will create and make available on its transparency reporting link located on the 

Academy’s website, a report concerning the progress made in meeting the educational goals 
contained in its Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan not later than February 1, 2021, for goals its 
expected would be achieved by the middle of the school year and not later than the last day of 
school of the 2020-2021 school year for goals the Academy expected would be achieved by the 

ar.  
 
 
_ _______ 
President of the Board of Directors 
 
 
Date 
 
 
  

October 20, 2020
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Introduction and Overview 
 

• Provide a statement indicating why an Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan is necessary 
to increase pupil engagement and achievement for the 2020-2021 school year. 
  

 
 
An Extended Covid-19 Learning Plan is necessary to increase pupil engagement and 
achievement for three primary reasons. First, an Extended Covid-19 Learning Plan provides real 
time updates regarding pupil engagement and achievement based on measurable information, 
which can include student participation in online learning, student work submission, and student 
participation in the interim assessment process. Secondly, the Extended Covid-19 Learning 
Plan addresses the academic and non-academic needs of students and staff; in fact, the plan 
explicitly addresses resource equity and supports. Thirdly, the Extended Covid-19 Learning 
Plan emphasizes the role of instructional quality, instructional delivery, and instructional impact 
during ‘pandemic learning.’ 
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Educational Goals 
 

• Outline and describe the educational goals expected to be achieved for the 2020-2021 
school year. It is the expectation of your authorizing body that your educational goal is 
aligned to the educational goal within your charter contract. The Academy must 
establish all of its goals by no later than September 15, 2020.   

• Specify which goals are expected to be achieved by the middle of the school year and 
which goals are expected to be achieved by the end of the school year.  

• Ensure that all of the following apply to the educational goals described in this 
section: (a) The goals must include increased pupil achievement or, if growth can be 
validly and reliably measured using a benchmark assessment or benchmark 
assessments, growth on a benchmark assessment in the aggregate and for all subgroups 
of pupils; (b) The goals must select a benchmark assessment or benchmark assessments 
that are aligned to state standards and an assurance that the Academy shall administer 
the benchmark assessment or benchmark assessments to all pupils to determine 
whether pupils are making meaningful progress toward mastery of these standards; and 
(c) The goals must be measurable through a benchmark assessment or benchmark 
assessments.  

• Ensure that the benchmark assessment used to measure progress toward attainment of 
the goals is approved by the Michigan Department of Education and meets all of the 
following: (a) Is one of the most commonly administered benchmark assessments in 
the state; (b) Is aligned to the content standards of the state; (c) Complements the 
state’s summative assessment system; (d) Is internet-delivered and includes a 
standards-based assessment using a computer-adaptive model to target the instructional 
level of each pupil; (e) Provides information on pupil achievement with regard to 
learning content required in a given year or grade span; (f) Provides immediate 
feedback to pupils and teachers; (g) Is nationally normed; and (h) Provides multiple 
measures of growth and provide for multiple testing opportunities. 

• To the extent practicable, the Academy shall administer the same benchmark 
assessment or benchmark assessments that it administered to pupils in previous years.   
  

 
 
Academic Goals 
 
 

Grade 
Level 

NWEA 
Assessment 

Fall M.O.Y Spring E.O.Y 
Educational 
Goals 

K Reading 
and Math 

B.O.Y 
Score 

+2/+4 RIT 
Math 
+2/+4 RIT 
ELA 

+2/+4 RIT 
Math  
+2/+4 RIT 
ELA 

+4/+8 RIT Math 
+4/+8 RIT ELA 
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1st Reading 
and Math 

B.O.Y 
Score 

+2/+4 RIT 
Math 
+2/+4 RIT 
ELA 

+2/+4 RIT 
Math 
+2/+4 RIT 
ELA 

+4/+8 RIT Math 
+4/+8 RIT ELA 

2nd Reading 
and Math 

B.O.Y 
Score 

+2/+4 RIT 
Math 
+2/+4 RIT 
ELA 

+2/+4 RIT 
Math 
+2/+4 RIT 
ELA 

+4/+8 RIT Math 
+4/+8 RIT ELA 

3rd Reading 
and Math 

B.O.Y 
Score 

+1/+3 RIT 
Math 
+1/+3 RIT 
ELA 

+1/+3 RIT 
Math 
+1/+3 RIT 
ELA 

+2/+6 RIT Math 
+2/+6 RIT ELA 

4th Reading 
and Math 

B.O.Y 
Score 

+1/+3 RIT 
Math 
+1/+3 RIT 
ELA 

+1/+3 RIT 
Math 
+1/+3 RIT 
ELA 

+2/+6 RIT Math 
+2/+6 RIT ELA 

5th Reading 
and Math 

B.O.Y 
Score 

+1/+3 RIT 
Math 
+1/+3 RIT 
ELA 

+1/+3 RIT 
Math 
+1/+3 RIT 
ELA 

+2/+6 RIT Math 
+2/+6 RIT ELA 

6th Reading 
and Math 

B.O.Y 
Score 

+1/+2 RIT 
Math 
+1/+2 RIT 
ELA 

+1/+2 RIT 
Math 
+1/+2 RIT 
ELA 

+2/+4 RIT Math 
+2/+4 RIT ELA 

7th Reading 
and Math 

B.O.Y 
Score 

+1/+2 RIT 
Math 
+1/+2 RIT 
ELA 

+1/+2 RIT 
Math 
+1/+2 RIT 
ELA 

+2/+4 RIT Math 
+2/+4 RIT ELA 

8th Reading 
and Math 

B.O.Y 
Score 

+1/+2 RIT 
Math 
+1/+2 RIT 
ELA 

+1/+2 RIT 
Math 
+1/+2 RIT 
ELA 

+2/+4 RIT Math 
+2/+4 RIT ELA 

 
 
The 2020-2021 academic goals set for Hope Academy outline the B.O.Y (Beginning of Year), 
M.O.Y (Middle of Year), and E.O.Y (End of Year) expectations for student performance on the 
NWEA assessment. All students will take the NWEA assessment, which is the approved 
benchmark assessment for the charter authorizer and is an approved benchmark assessment in 
the state of Michigan. These goals outline what growth students are expected to make by the 
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middle of the year and by the end of the year. NWEA is internet-delivered and is a standards-
based assessment that uses a computer-adaptive model to target the instructional level of each 
pupil. The NWEA assessment meets all of the required criteria outlined in the educational goals 
expectation aforementioned.  
 
These specific numeric targets take into account instructional and learning factors impacted by 
COVID closure, current learning structures, access to technology, as well as student engagement 
and school re-acclimation. These targets highlight the expectation on continuous performance 
growth based on NWEA performance in RIT score, which is used to outline a student’s R.O.G 
(Rate of Growth) in the academic areas assessed (Math and ELA for this metric).  
 
Hope Academy students are currently taking the NWEA assessment remotely as well as in-
person, in small number, based on the needs of families. Hope Academy began testing students 
at the beginning of October. The goal is to complete the assessment process for all students by 
November 3rd, which is the state mandate. Due to the large number of students taking the 
assessment remotely across the state for the first time, there have been some glitches within the 
NWEA system that has impacted student testing across the state.  
 

                               Instructional Delivery & Exposure to Core Content  

 
• Describe how and where instruction will be delivered during the 2020-2021 school 

year. (E.G., in-person, online, digitally, by other remote means, in a synchronous or 
asynchronous format, or any combination thereof).  

• Describe how instruction for core academic areas will expose each pupil to the 
academic standards that apply for each pupil’s grade level or course in the same scope 
and sequence as the Academy had planned for that exposure to occur for in-person 
instruction.  

• Describe how pupil progress toward mastery of the standards described within this 
section will be graded or otherwise reported to the pupil and the pupil’s parent or legal 
guardian. 
 

 
 
Instruction is currently being delivered remotely for all students. However, students who receive 
specialized services have access to face to face support, testing, and accommodations based 
on their Individualized Education Plans (IEP). Teachers will continue to provide instruction in 
synchronous and asynchronous formats for the month of October. Teachers will, additionally, 
provide students access to academic and non-academic support during virtual office hours. 
Instructional delivery is assessed by the instructional leadership team on a weekly basis and 
teachers are given feedback regarding instructional quality and impact. 
 
Instruction will expose pupils to the academic standards that apply to each student’s grade level 
or course. Each instructor will follow the academic standards as outlined by the state of 
Michigan and executed through the curricular materials utilized. 
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According to the Michigan Department of Education standards, “serve to outline learning 
expectations for Michigan’s students and are intended to guide local curriculum development. 
They should be used as a framework by schools for curriculum development with the curriculum 
itself prescribing instructional resources, methods, progressions, and additional knowledge 
valued by the local community. Furthermore, these standards provide a platform for state 
assessments, which are used to measure how well schools are providing opportunities for all 
students to learn the content outlined by the standards.” Instructors will utilize pacing guides as 
identified grade level content expectations. However, teachers will make needed adjustments to 
instructional pacing based on student acquisition of core content knowledge. Additionally, 
parents will have access to curriculum guides that will help support a deeper understanding of 
and greater access to curriculum and pacing expectations.  

Student progress towards mastery will be reported to parents in multiple ways. First, parents will 
receive academic progress reports, which will outline student academic performance in real 
time. Secondly, parents will receive student interim assessment reports from NWEA (once 
available), which will specifically highlight normative student performance within the targeted 
core content areas. Thirdly, pupil progress will be progressed-monitored through the utilization 
of Iready, which provides adaptive diagnostic information regarding student progress towards 
standards.  
 
 
 
 

Equitable Access 

 
• If delivering pupil instruction virtually, describe how the Academy will provide pupils 

with equitable access to technology and the internet necessary to participate in 
instruction.  

• Describe how the Academy will ensure that students with disabilities will be provided 
with equitable access to instruction and accommodation in accordance with applicable 
state and federal laws, rules and regulations.  
 

 
Students will continue to be taught virtually during the month of October. Hope Academy has 
utilized a survey and a call process to accurately identify the technological needs of all students. 
In July 2020, Hope Academy ordered 300 chromebooks to ensure that the technological needs 
of students were met; these chromebooks have yet to arrive on campus. During the March 
Covid-19 school closure, Hope Academy distributed 285 devices, which remain in the 
possession of Hope Academy students. Currently, based on survey results gathered, 90% of 
Hope families have access to technology to support learning; conversely, 10% of families have 
needs in this area. Hope Academy will provide families in need of technological devices core 
content academic packets for the interim and, subsequently, provide technological devices to 
families in need immediately (upon their arrival). 

In the interim, Hope Academy will leverage now available GEER (Governor’s Emergency 
Educational Relief) funding to purchase devices to ensure students’ access to virtual instruction. 
The devices should be available for distribution to students no later than October 16, 2020.  
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Hope Academy has also requested hotspots to offset internet needs of families as well.  

Students with disabilities will engage in remote learning but have access to face to face support 
based on their IEP. Hope Academy has also ensured that these students have access to 
technological devices to participate in equitable learning. Students will have access to their 
Resource teacher on a daily basis for academic and non-academic needs. Resource teachers 
will participate in some remote classes, to assist students on their caseload with direct 
instruction and activities/assignments. This will also allow them to provide classroom teachers 
with guidance on how to accommodate individual student work. Resource teachers will also 
schedule and meet with students individually based on specific needs and IEP plans. All 
students with disabilities will have a Contingency Learning Plan to ensure that their 
accommodations, services and supports are met based on their IEP. 

 

 
 








