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The broad goal of this committee is to cultivate diversity, equity and inclusion at EMU and much of our work has been focused on creating a culture of belonging on campus.  For this event, which we hope will become an ongoing series, we wanted to target STEM fields, because achieving these goals has been particularly difficult in STEM disciplines and it’s likely we face similar challenges related to DEI.  While some progress has been made to increase recruitment and representation in STEM disciplines, we’re not there yet, and underrepresented groups still leave STEM majors at higher proportions than non-stem majors.  The goal of this event is to start an ongoing conversation to begin to identify some of these barriers in our own departments and classrooms, and think about how to develop policies and approaches to address them.  This work can be difficult,  So it’s our hope that by sharing and discussing ideas, we can accelerate the kinds of changes that are needed to make EMU live up to its promise of being an institution of opportunity for students in STEM.  I don’t want to take up too much time so I’ll go ahead and introduce the five panelists for today.  Each will give a short presentation on some of the work they are doing on DEI  and then we will open the floor for questions and discussion.
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Panelists

• Mathematics & Statistics: Andrew Ross
• Chemistry: Maria Melletti
• Economics: Mehmet Yaya
• Biology: Robert Winning
• Physics & Astronomy: Ernest Behringer
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Discussion

• What questions do you have for the panelists?
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Discussion

• What are some challenges that your 
department faces related to DEI? Do you think 
that any of the approaches described today 
might be useful in your Department?
• Or how are the challenges different in your 

department and what other approaches 
might be needed?
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Discussion

• What other actions do you think could be 
taken to make substantial progress in 
addressing retention of BIPOC students in your 
department or in STEM disciplines more 
generally on campus?

• In what ways could STEM Departments 
collaborate to facilitate progress in retention 
and success of underrepresented students?
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Next steps?

• Future discussions
• STEM DEI Event 
• NSF funded MOOC on DEI in STEM learning 

community (Andrew Ross)
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