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Welcome to the
Graduate Research Fair

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
 Graduate Research Fair schedule, Monday, March 24:
 ■  1-2:15 p.m./ 3-4:15 p.m./4:30-5:45 p.m. - Oral presentations

 ■  1:30-2:45 p.m./4:30-5:45 p.m. - Poster presentations, Guild Hall

 ■  5:45 p.m. - Dinner, McKenny Union Ballroom

 ■  6:15-7:15 p.m. - Awards ceremony, McKenny Union Ballroom

 ■  7:30-8:30 p.m. - Sigma Xi Speaker, Roosevelt Hall Auditorium

SEE MUSIC, PAGE 4

Motuzaite-Pinkeviciene, Jung
hit award-winning music notes
KEY COMPONENT:
Organist Ausra Motuziate-
Pinkeviciene (right) is one
of two students to earn the
Graduate Performance
Award from the music de-
partment for this year’s
Graduate Research Fair.
    For the competition, she
performed “A Walpurgis
Night” from “Faust.”
    EunHee Jung, a pianist,
was the other winner of the
Graduate Performance
Award. Jung performed
“Sonata No. 3 Op. 28,” by
Sergei Prokofiev.

Welcome to the Graduate Research
Fair!

The Graduate Research Fair inaugu-
rates Excellence Week at EMU – a
week in which the entire EMU commu-
nity celebrates the scholarly and cre-
ative achievements of its faculty and
students. On Wednesday, we honor
EMU faculty at the Distinguished Fac-
ulty Awards ceremony. And, on Fri-
day, 200 EMU students will present
their work at the longest-running undergraduate research
symposium in the nation.

Every fair presenter is a success story. EMU Communi-
cations and Theatre Department Head Dennis Beagen shared
one of these stories with me recently, and I’d like to pass it
along to you.

Michael Goodwyn received his B.A. from Eastern in
1977. He was a member (with EMU Professor Judith Sturgis
Hill) of EMU’s first national-champion forensics team and
a teammate of former U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Rodney Slater.

Michael returned to EMU in 1999 to pursue a master’s
degree in theatre.  For his thesis project, he wrote a play,
“Dimensions of a Blackman,” for which he was also the
producer, director, and lead actor. The production received
rave reviews, won the CTA/Graduate School’s Artistic
Award in 2001, and was featured at the Graduate Research
Fair.

After leaving EMU, he taught speech, English, and
theatre in a Florida high school, and recently took a second-
ary teaching position in California in order to be closer to the
theatre and film industry. Before leaving Florida, he sent a
copy of “Dimensions of a Blackman” to the premier black-
theatre ensemble in Los Angeles, the Unity Players En-
semble. Within three days of arriving in L.A., Michael and
his wife, Shari (also an EMU alum), learned that his script
was selected for a four-week production run at the legendary
Stella Adler Theatre (across from Grauman’s Chinese The-
atre) in late February 2003.

Michael Goodwyn acknowledges the support of his
mentors on the CTA faculty: Wallace Bridges, Kerry Graves,
Kathy Stacey, Gary Evans, the late Karen Smith Meyer, and
Patricia Zimmer.

That’s just one story. There are 100 more at the Graduate
Research Fair. We hope you’ll get a chance to meet some of
the presenters in person and learn more about their scholarly
and creative projects.

One of them just may be the next Michael Goodwyn!

Robert Holkeboer, Ph.D.
Associate Vice President
Graduate Studies and Research

Ausra Motuzaite-
Pinkeviciene, organist, is one
of two students to be honored
with the Graduate Perfor-
mance Award from the music
department. Ausra was born
and raised in Vilnius,
Lithuania, and attended the
Academy of Music there.

In Sweden in the summer
of 2000, she met EMU Music
Professor Pamela Ruiter-
Feenstra, who encouraged her
to come here for her graduate
work.

Ausra began her stint as a
graduate assistant in Septem-
ber 2001. She appreciates all
of the support she has received
from Ruiter-Feenstra and
David Woike, the head of the
music department.

For the competition, Ausra
performed “ A Walpurgis
Night” from “Faust” by Peter
Eben. Eben is a contempo-
rary Czech composer whom
Ausra met four years ago.

She said Eben knows the
organ extremely well and that

the piece was technically
challenging, but fun to play.
Based on the Faust story by
Goethe, this piece was origi-
nally written for the stage,
and “you can hear witches
flying and screaming,” Ausra
said.

Ausra and her husband,
Vidas, one of last year’s mu-
sic award winners, will both
graduate this year and are
applying to doctoral pro-
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Graduate student winners excel in theatre and writing

ORAL PRESENTATIONS

SEE WINNERS, page 4

BULLY FOR YOU:
Ric Roberts per-
forms during EMU’s
Children’s Theatre
production of “The
Bully Show” Nov. 25.
Roberts is the win-
ner of the Communi-
cation of Theatre
Arts Award for
Achievement in Arts.
He will receive his
award at the Gradu-
ate Research Fair
March 24.

ALUMNI ROOM
1 p.m.

Stephen Fetyko
Department of Political
Science
Professor Dogan Koyluoglu
Academic Medical Center
Operating Margin Factors

Marie Ellen McKenna
Department of Political
Science
Professor Joseph Ohren
Washtenaw County Business
Improvement Process: Lessons
to Be Shared

Colleen A. Hanson
Department of
Leadership and Counseling
Professor
Elizabeth Broughton
Who Are the Millennials? A
Closer Look at the Next
Greatest Generation

Lynn Kleiman Malinoff
Department  of
Leadership and Counseling
Professor James Barott
Whose Schools? Culture,
Politics, and Conflict: A Study in
Educational Adaptation to
Social Forces

3 p.m.

Tracey Jerome
Department of Geography
and Geology
Professor Lauren
Sickels-Taves
The Art Deco Architecture of
Singapore

Lottie Jones Hood
Department of Geography
and Geology
Professor Lauren
Sickels-Taves
Historic Preservation: Showing,
Telling, and Transcending Via
the Underground Railroad

Michelle L. Sponseller
Department of Geography
and Geology
Professor Lauren
Sickels-Taves

Hands-On Historical
Conservation Case Study:
Cannon from the War of 1812

Linda Van Koevering
Department of Geography
and Geology
Professor Lauren
Sickels-Taves
National Register Nomination
Revision - Two Properties

4:30 p.m.

Frank Anthony Urban, Jr.
Department of Biology
Professor Michael Angell
The Development of an In-Vitro
and In-Vivo Model for
Immunoadoptive Breast Cancer
Regression Using a Novel N29_
Transgenic Receptor against
Her2/neu

Nicole Marie Pascaru
Department  of
Interdisciplinary Technology
Professor David Gore
New Faculty Orientation CD

Kevin Macdonald
Department of Biology
Professor Catherine Bach
Effects of Nutrients and Sand
Burial on Response of Salix
Cordata to Herbivory by Altica
Subplicata

John A. Rekstad
Department of Economics
Professor Steven Hayworth
Economic Plight of the Roma in
Bulgaria

FACULTY ROOM
1 p.m.

Joseph E. Thomas, Jr.
Department of Leadership
and Counseling
Professor Helen Ditzhazy
A Comparative Study of
Michigan’s Peace Officers’ Basic
Training and Their Actual Job
Experiences

4:30 p.m.

April Harden
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Ian Andrews
Men Who Matter: The Foiling of
Feminism  in “Thelma  and Louise”

Adrian Deva
Department of Art
Professor Richard Fairfield
Simulated Texture in Silkscreen
Printing

Eric S. Hood
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Sheila Most
The Devil Made Me Do It: The
Role of Satan in Christian,
Jewish, and Islamic
Fundamentalism

Melissa Dawn Mitchell
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Elisabeth Dauemer
Transforming Reality: A
Psychoanalytic Approach to the
Representations of the American
War on Afghanistan

INTERMEDIA GALLERY
1 p.m.

Leatrice Shacks
Department of
Political Science
Professor Rhonda Kinney
Improving Health Care Among
Disenfranchised Populations

Michael Smith, Jr.
Department of
Political Science
Professor Claudia A. Petrescu
City Council Electoral Structures
and Their Impact On Black
Representation

Lori Jean
Department of Social Work
Professor Marilyn Wedenoja
Preparing Youth in Foster Care
For Emancipation: A Youth’s
Perspective

Andrew Lindsay
Department of Teacher
Education
Professor Pat Williams-Boyd
Teen Regime:  From Classroom
to Community

Paula L. Welmers
Department of Leadership
and Counseling
Professor James Barott
Organizational Persistence and
Change: A Case Study of a
Community College

Richard Schaffner
Department of Teacher
Education
Professor Pat Williams-Boyd
Questioning the World Around Us:
An Inquiry-Based Constructivist
Middle School Curriculum

3 p.m.

Brit Klanert, Richard John
Harvey, Steven Moran, Karolina
Owczarzak
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Daniel Seely
The Extraposition of OS Relative
Clauses

Jeremiah Crotser
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Sandy Morey Norton
September 11-01, The American
Way, and Country Music:
Redefining the Outlaw

Thuc Anh Nyugen
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Sandy Morey Norton
Clint Eastwood’s “Unforgiven”
and Revision of the West on the
Screen

Maki Frey
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Helen Aristar-Dry
Conservative vs. Liberal
Language: Presuppositional
Constructions in the Ashcroft
Controversy

Carmen Logie
Department of Social Work
Professor Tana Bridge
MSW Student Attitudes towards
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgendered Population
3 p.m.

Caleb Brokaw
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Heidi Estrem
Hyper-Individualism in American
Pedagogy: A Cross-Cultural Look
at America’s Sacred Cow

Joy L. Dockham
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Sheila Most
Around the World: Images of
Conception and Birth in Ancient
Mythology

Angela Hurlbut
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Sheila Most
Shamanism and Norse
Mythology

Barbara Jones
Women’s Studies Program
Professor Margot Duley
Three Early Hispanic/Latina
Feminist Writers

4:30 p.m.

Kevin P. Saari
Department of Communication
and Theatre Arts
Professor Anita Rich
Contested Territory: Theatre as a
Forum for Civic Dialogue on the
War on Terror

Tomoko Okuno
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Daniel Seely
The Acquisition of the Japanese
Causative

Jeri Vickerman
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Nancy Allen
Botox: Injecting Persuasion

Graduate students excelled in
many areas, including theatre, writ-
ing and research ,to win major hon-
ors that will be awarded at this year’s
Graduate Research Fair March 24.

Ric Roberts has been announced
as a winner of the Communication
and Theatre Arts Award for Achieve-
ment in Arts. Roberts, a native of
Saginaw, received his bachelor of
arts degree from Saginaw Valley
State University. He has been a
graduate assistant in the Drama/The-
atre for the Young program since
Fall 2001, and he also teaches public
speaking.

Roberts wrote and directed the
Family Day show “Little Red and
the Three Pigs.” Roberts provides
study guides for all of the shows,
handles bookings for the touring

company, and directed the Lab The-
atre production of “Wiley and the
Hairy Man.”

He has studied with Mike Nichols’
New Actors Workshop in New York
and was encouraged by his personal

acting coach to stay in the city and
audition for shows there. He was al-
most immediately cast (out of 225
hopefuls) as the lead in “That’s Life,”
a musical review of the life of con-
temporary Jewish people in New York

City.
However, he returned to Michigan

and completed his degree at SVSU,
where he is the director of the Sum-
mer Theatre Institute and the Fine
Arts Day Camp. As his thesis project,
he founded the Mid-Michigan Youth
Theatre. Next fall, he will complete
his internship at the Flint Youth The-
atre.

Roberts’ dream job is to work at
SVSU with Janet Rubin, who origi-
nally encouraged him to go to New
York and continues to mentor him.
He also has the highest praise for the
faculty in EMU’s CTA Department.

The Department of English Lan-
guage and Literature has announced
Thomas Mansell as the winner of its
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Physics professor will deliver Sigma Xi keynote

Krim

Denise Joy Yezbick
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Elisabeth Daumer
Hierarchy and Rivalry: The
Process of Isolation in Arundhati
Roy’s “The God of Small Things”

MAIN LOUNGE
1 p.m.

Daniel Willis Kittell
Department of Physics
and Astronomy
Professor David D. Reid
Testing the Manifold Properties
of a Discrete Spacetime

Sukanya Krishnan
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Subhas Ghosh
A Comparative Study of the
Properties of PET and PLA
Fibers to Evaluate the
Application of PLA in Automotive
Seating

Shrikrishna Kasbekar
Department of Accounting
Professor Zafar Khan
Advanced Cost Management
Methods in Business and
Academia

Stephen D. Palmer
Department of Leadership
and Counseling
Professor William Price
The Relationship between
Multiage and Single-Grade
Classrooms in a Michigan
Elementary School: A Study of
School Culture

3 p.m.

Matt Klauza
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Sandy Morey Norton
To Love A Beast: Disney’s
Dangerous Game of Challenging
American Ideals of Beauty and
Masculinity in “Beauty and the
Beast”

Dave M. Larsen
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Heidi Estrem
Meeting Them Halfway: On the
Bridge to a Reading/Writing
Community

RECEPTION ROOM
1 p.m.

Stacey L. Gray
Department of Biology
Professor Peggy Liggit
I.S.C.R.E.A.M.S.S.: Investigation
of Sodium Chloride on Roadways
and in the Environment by Arthurs
Middle School Students

TOWER ROOM

1 p.m.

Shawn Cane
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Nancy Allen
How Changes in Publication
Changed Music Therapy

Suzan Hyssen
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Laura George
Romantic Orientalism

Diane Pons
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Ann Blakeslee
Writing, Meaning, and the Truth

Kevin P. Trovini
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Sandy Morey Norton
Adorno Revisited: “American Idol”
as Pop Music Construction

3 p.m.

Xinyue Yi
Department of Geography
and Geology
Professor Yichun Xie
Understanding Urban Sprawl in
Greater Detroit through DREAM
(Dynamic Regional Evolution
Analytical Model)

Sara Seyfarth
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Martin B. Shichtman
The Tyranny of Expectations:
Walter’s Struggle in “The Clerk’s
Tale”

Jeffrey James Steichmann
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Linda Adler-Kassner
Investigating Motivational
Strategies in First Year
Composition Classes

4:30 p.m.

Claudia Rodriguez
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Susan Gregory
Food Service Employees’
Perceptions and Attitudes of
Training: How Do They Influence
Transfer of Training?

Christine P. Saint George
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Susan Gregory
AutoCAD Tutorial: Learning
Strategy for Interior Design
Students

Kimberly Swinson Severt
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Susan Gregory
An Investigation of Perceived
Organizational Fairness and
Employee Reactions

Darlene Leifson
Department of  Communication
and Theatre Arts
Professor Chris Wood
Foreman
Grant Writing as Research

Rajesh Jagirdar
Department of Biology
Professor Robert S. Winning
Generation of Recombinant
Erythrocytes in Xenopus Laevis -
A Model for Developing a Drug
Delivery System

Shakila Tobwala
Department of Chemistry
Professor Deborah Heyl-Clegg
Development of Peptide
Inhibitors of Alpha-Amylase
as Potential Pharmaceuticals
for Diabetes

Martin J. Brown
Department of Biology
Professor Ulrich Reinhardt
Conservation of Endangered
Juvenile Lake Sturgeon:
Research on Their Predator-Prey
Interactions

3 p.m.

Chad Kirschbaum
Department of Biology
Professor Gary Hannan
Phytogeography and Taxonomy
of Carex Trisperma Varieties

Heidi K. Rice
Department of Biology
Professor Allen Kurta
Bats, Insects, and Islands:
Predator-Prey Interactions
and the Effect of Island Size and
Species Richness

Patrick Robichaud
Department of Biology
Professor Daniel Clemans
Gene Sequencing and
Characterization of Potential
Mediators of Human Epithelial
Proinflammatory Response
Secreted by Nontypeable
Haemophilus Influenza

Gregory Brandon Thompson
Department of Physics
and Astronomy
Professor David D. Reid
A Study of Spacetime Paths in
Causal Set Theory

4:30 p.m.

Barbara A. Yarnell
Department of
Interdisciplinary Technology
Professor Denise Pilato
The Journey of 1958

David E. Molloy
Department of
Interdisciplinary Technology
Professor Denise Pilato
The Pinkertons: The Founders of
Investigative Technology

Rebekka L. Darner
Department of Biology
Professor Peter Bednekoff
Responses of Eastern Fox
Squirrel (Sciurus Niger) to
Predator Sounds and
Conspecific Alarm Calls

Roger Hill
Department of
Interdisciplinary Technology
Professor Denise Pilato
Ford Intermingles with Racing

Matthew C. Admiraal
Department of Teacher
Education
Professor Pat Williams-Boyd
Incorporating Problem-Solving
into the Eighth-Grade
Mathematics Curriculum

Nelson Maylone
Department of Leadership
and Counseling
Professor Helen Ditzhazy
The Relationship of
Socioeconomic Factors and
District Scores on the Michigan
Educational Assessment
Program Tests: An Analysis

Cynthia L. M. Swift
Department of Leadership
and Counseling
Professor James Barott
A Model for Educational
Leaders: Problems, Solutions,
and Policy Entrepreneurs

4:30 p.m.

Valerie McCarthy
Department of Management
Professor Eric Schulz
Analyzing the Compensation
System Applied to Graduate As-
sistantships at EMU

Alfreda R. Rooks-Jordan
Department of
Political Science
Professor Claudia A. Petrescu
Health Care for the Uninsured

Amy G. H. Pallo
Department of
Political Science
Professor Barry Pyle
The Implementation of the
Baldrige Criteria For
Performance Excellence in
Public School Districts

Donna Cielma
Department of
Political Science
Professor Benjamin Hourani
Ethical Standards and the
Public Administration
Enterprise: A Preliminary
Exploration

ORAL PRESENTATIONS Continued

The Graduate Research Fair Plan-
ning Committee is pleased to an-
nounce that Dr. Jacqueline Krim will
be the Sigma Xi Keynote speaker at
7:30 p.m. in the McKenny Union
Ballroom.

Dr. Krim is a professor of physics
at North Carolina State University.
Her research interests include
nanoscale science and technology,
solid-film growth processes and to-
pologies at sub-micron length scales,
and nanotribology (the study of fric-
tion, wear, and lubrication at atomic
length and time scales).

She is a Fellow of the American

Physical Society and the American
Vacuum Society, a Sigma Xi distin-

guished lecturer
for 2001-2003,
and a recipient of a
P r e s i d e n t i a l
Young Investiga-
tor award from the
NSF. She has pub-
lished and lectured
widely on the topic
of the atomic-scale
origins of friction.

Dr. Krim’s talk after the Research
Fair is entitled “Micro-Electro-Me-
chanical Systems: These Squeaky

Wheels Will Get No Grease.” Krim
will discuss the remarkable trend of
tiny machines that go anywhere, in-
cluding the human body — where
science fiction meets reality.

Micro-Electro-Mechanical Sys-
tems (MEMS) are an emerging, cut-
ting-edge technology that relies on
the micro-fabrication of small-scale
mechanical components and their in-
tegration with on-board electronic
processing.

It is widely believed that MEMS
devices, which will be used in such
diverse applications as gas and pres-
sure sensors, accelerometers, chemi-

cal analytic “microlaboratories,” and
airborne “nanosatellites,” will domi-
nate the future. Because MEMS de-
vices react to mechanical signals,
many employ construction topolo-
gies that require physical motion and
the concomitant lubrication that pre-
vents heating and wear of the device.
There is an increasingly pressing
need to carry out new and funda-
mental research relevant to the de-
velopment of optimal sub micron-
scale mechanical systems.  This talk
will address how knowledge of the
fundamental origins of friction can
be applied to MEMS technology.
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POSTER PRESENTATIONSWINNERS, from page 2

MUSIC, from page 1

GUILD HALL

1:30 p.m.

Samuel Baughey
Department  of  Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Denver Severt
Systematic Socialization: A Subtle
Solution to the Sudden Unseasoned
Employee Exodus Syndrome

Sujith Chacko
Department of Chemistry
Professor Donald M. Snyder
Application of Ru3+-Based Catalysts for
Metathesis of  Norbornyl-Derivatized
Soybean Oil – A Novel Non-Oxygen
Curing Mechanism

Marion El-Awar
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professors Denver Severt and Giri
Jogaratnam
Importance of Attributes for Hotel
Selection within the Extended Stay
Market

Svetlana Grabauskiene
Department of Biology
Professors Robert Winning and
Glenn Walker
Activated EphA4 Receptor Inhibits
RhoA GTPase through Activation of
Src-like Tyrosine Kinase p59fyn

Leena Khullar
Department of Chemistry
Professor Deborah Heyl-Clegg
Cylic Peptide Inhibitors of
Alpha-Amylase Based on Tendamistat

Mikyung Kim
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Services
Professor Denver Severt
Investigating the Drivers of
Restaurant Loyalty: The Complex
Relationship Between Image, Choice
Attributes, and Customer Loyalty

Kevin Lawson
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Services
Professor Denver Severt
Determinants of Job Satisfaction
as it Results in Employee Intent
to Stay/Leave In the Hospitality
Industry

Joan McDowell
Department of Psychology
Professor Alida Westman
Analysis of Factors Involved in
Modes of Address for Faculty in
Graduate Psychology Programs

Lana Kaye Phelps-Coxton
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Judi Brooks
A Comparison Study of the
Prevalence of End Stage Renal
Disease Due to Non-Insulin
Dependent Diabetes Mellitus and
Hypertension in African American Men
and Women 55 Years of Age and Older

Jui-Chun Shen
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Denver Severt
The Relationship Between On-line
Service Quality and On-line
Purchasing Loyalty of International
Students Traveling in the U.S.A.

Beverly Sterling
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Denver Severt
Service Encounter Satisfaction:
A Qualitative Recall Design

Rong Su
Department of Biology
Professor Kevin Kuehn
Fungal and Bacterial Dynamics
Associated with Decomposing
Typha Latifolia: Effects of
Sedimentation on Litter Decay

Candace Tavormina
Department of Nursing
Professor Susan Pfoutz
Attitude Toward Computers and
Satisfaction Using the Caring~Web©

Intervention by Older Adult Home
Caregivers of Stroke Survivors

Lina Xie
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Denver Severt
Determinants of Employee
Turnover Intentions: a Study of
University Food Services in the
Food Service Industry

4:30 p.m.

Erin Anderson
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Janet Kauffman
Mixed Media Exhibit: Spellbound
and Viewmaster Series

Prakash Bhaskaran
Department of Business
and Technology Education
Professor Darcelle White
“Are You Safe Out There” in the
Wilderness of WWW?

Cathy J. Blackmer
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Louise Jones
Lighting a Retail Environment:
Effective - Efficient - Brilliant!

Babho Devadoss
Department of Chemistry
Professor Steven Pernecky
In Vitro Myoglobin-Induced
Lipid Peroxidation

Che Chul-Woong Kang
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Alice Jo Rainville
National Brands Compared to
Non-National Brands for College
and University Food Service

Cynthia McCoy-Carter
Department of Social Work
Professor Marilyn Wedenoja
Satisfaction Survey for Parents
in the Behavioral Aide Program

Silvia A. Nor
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Louise Jones
Occupants’ Perception of Indoor
Air Quality: A Comparison of
Green and Conventional
Finishes and Furnishings

Shawn Richardson and
Kellie Thomas
Department of Associated
Health Professions
Professor Ruth A. Hansen
Ethical Dilemmas in Daily
Practice of Occupational Therapists

Elaine O. Ross
Department of Human,
Environmental, and
Consumer Resources
Professor Louise Jones
Why Aren’t Interiors Green?
Barriers to Specification of
Sustainable Products

Stephanie Swisher
Department of Social Work
Professor Marilyn Wedenoja
A Study of Best Practice Methods
in a Supported Employment
Program, Serving Persons with
Psychiatric and Developmental
Disabilities

Sandra Vallie
Department of English
Language and Literature
Professor Janet Kauffman
My Mother-in-Law Reads with
Amiri Baraka

Meghna Waghray
Department of Biology
Professor Daniel L. Clemans
Interaction of Burkholderia Cepacia
with Cystic Fibrosis Respiratory Cells

grams at several universities in the U.S. But,
ultimately, they would like to return to Lithuania.
Ausra said she hopes to be a professional per-
former and perhaps a church organist.

EunHee Jung, pianist, is the other music de-
partment award winner. Jung is from Seoul, South
Korea, and has studied piano since she was five
years old.

She was admitted to EMU’s Music Depart-

ment in 1998 and has studied since then with Joseph
Gurt. Jung’s favorite composers are Chopin and
Debussy. But for the Graduate Performance Com-
petition, she played “Sonata No. 3 Op. 28” by
Sergei Prokofiev. She described the piece as both
challenging and showy.

This is the third time Jung competed for this
award, so she was very glad when she won. She
believed that this might be her last opportunity,

saying, “Three strikes, you’re out!”
In addition to Gurt, Jung credited and thanked

Diane Winder for being a challenging professor of
music.

Eunhee hopes for a career as a professional
accompanist. She already has a master’s degree in
piano accompaniment and plans to transfer to the
University of Michigan to complete her second
master’s in piano performance.

Writing Award.
Mansell, a native of Michigan, received his

bachelor’s degree from EMU in 1999 with a
double major in film and imaginative writing. His
area of expertise is in film and screenwriting, and
he also has completed an internship in radio and
TV.

After he earns his master’s degree in creative
writing, Mansell plans to continue to freelance in
the areas of prose and screenplays, and is seeking
representation and publication. He also plans to
continue working in the area, producing docu-
mentaries and cultural programming, and would
like to be involved in education in media literacy.

Jennifer Buehler, English language and lit-
erature, and Chandana Sumithrarachchi, chem-

istry, were awarded first
place in the Graduate
Student Thesis Compe-
tition. Buehler’s thesis,
“Don’t Take Away My
Books: The Meanings
of Readings in the Life
of One Teenager,” was
an ethnographic study
of a teenage reader.
Buehler wanted to un-
derstand the meaning
and value of young adult
novels read by one
particulat student, con-
sider at-risk, but an avid
reader. She wanted to
apply this insight to her
classroom work.

Sumithrarachchi’s
thesis, “Measurement of

Absolute Gamma Emmission Probabilities” in-
volved developing a new technique to determine
gamma emission properties with a high degree of
accuracy.

Each year during the Graduate Research
Fair, master’s degree candidates in the art de-
partment present their current artwork in the
Annual Graduate Student Art Exhibition.

This year’s exhibition in Ford Gallery is
scheduled March 24-April 4, with the opening
reception and award announcements made be-
tween 4-6 p.m. on the first day of the exhibition.

Last year’s winner, Todd Marsee, earned
his bachelor of fine arts degree, with a concen-
tration in graphic design, from Siena Heights
University, He is currently working on his mas-
ter of fine arts  degree in watercolor at EMU. In
addition to the Dean’s Purchase Award at last
year’s exhibition, Marsee was awarded a Dor-
othy Lamming Scholarship.

Art award winners will
be announced March 24

THE SEARCH FOR
EXCELLENCE:  Jen-
nifer Buehler was one
of two winners of the
Graduate Dean’s
Award for Research
Excellence.


