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Children’s Literature Resources 
Selected by Margaret Best 

Eastern Michigan University 
Bruce T. Halle Library 

 
Authors and Illustrators 
 

American Writers for Children (Dictionary of Literary Biography vols 22,42,52,61) Storage PN 451 .D5x 
and electronically available in Literature Resource Center (database) 

British Children’s Writers (Dictionary of Library Biography vols 141,160,161,163) Storage PN 451 .D5x 
and electronically available in Literature Resource Center (database) 

Children’s Authors and Illustrators: an Index to Biographical Dictionaries. Ref Z 1037 .A1 N18 1995 
Junior Book of Authors.  1934-   . Ref PN 1009 .A1 J8x  
Kovacs, Deborah. Meet the Authors and Illustrators. 1991-  . Ref PS 490 .K68 
Rollock, Barbara. Black Authors and Illustrators of Children’s Books.  Ref PN 1009 .A1 R63 1992 
Something About the Author. 1971-  . Ref PN 497 .S65 
Something About the Author. Autobiography Series. 1986-  .  Ref PN 497 .S66 
Speaking for Ourselves Autobiographical Sketches by Notable Authors of Books for Young Adults. 1990-  . 

Ref PS 129 .S64 1990 
Twentieth-Century Children’s Writers.  Ref PN 1009 .A1 T9 1995 
Yesterday’s Authors of Books for Children: Facts and Pictures about Authors and Illustrators of Books for 

Young People from Early Times  to 1960.  1977. Re f PN 451 .Y4 
 

Book Awards  
 

Allen, Ruth.  Children's Book Prizes: an Evaluation and History of Major Awards for Children's Books in 
the English -Speaking World. Ref. PR 990 .A44x 1998 

Children’s Books, Awards and Prizes. Ref Z 1037 .A2 W47a 1996 
Coretta Scott King Awards Book .  Ref Z 1037 .A2 C67x 1994 
Gillespie, John Thomas.  The Newbery Companion: Booktalk and Related Materials. 

Ref Z 1037.A2 G55 1996 
Newbery & Caldecott Awards: a Guide to the [or A Complete listing of] Medal and Honor Books. 

Ref Z 1037 .A2 N492x 2000 
Newbery and Caldecott Medal Books: 1956-1965 with Acceptance Papers. Ref Z 1037 .A2 N475 

(additional volumes cover through 1985) 
The Newbery &Caldecott Medal Books, 1986-2000: A Comprehensive Guide to the Winners. 

Ref Z 1037 .A2 N492 2000. 
Miller, Bertha E. Mahony. Caldecott Medal Books, 1938-1957, with the Artists’  Acceptance Papers…  

Ref  Z 1037 .A2 C35x 1957 
Miller, Bertha E. Mahony. Newbery Medal Books, 1922-1955, with their Author’s Acceptance Papers…  

Ref Z 1037 .A2 N47x 1955 
 

Book Reviews and Criticism 
 

Book Review Digest.  1906-1997 Ref. Index Shelves Z 1219 .C96 and 1983 to present and as a  database. 
Book Review Index.  1965 to present.  Ref. Index Shelves  Z 1035.A1 B6 and as a database. 
Children’s Book Review Index: Master Cumulation, 1969-1981. 1982. Ref Z 1037 .A1 C4754 1982 
Children’s Literature Review.  1976-  .  Ref PN 1009 .A1 C5139 
Hendrickson, Linnea. Children’s Literature, a Guide to the Criticism. Ref PR 990 .H46x 1987 
Marantz, Sylvia S. The Art of Children’s Picture Books. Ref PN 1009 .A1 M3x 1995 
Rahn, Suzanne. Children’s Literature: an Annotated Bibliography of the History and Criticism. 

Ref Z 1037 .R15 1981 
Writers for Children: Critical Studies of Major Authors Since the Seventeenth Century. 

Ref PN 1009 .A1 W73 1987 
 

Dictionaries/Handbooks/Guides 
 
 The Cambridge Guide to Children's Books in English .  Ref PR 990 .C36 2001. 

Carpenter, Humphrey. The Oxford Companion to Children’s Literature.  Ref PN 1008.5 .C37 1984 
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Carruth, Gorton. The Young Reader’s Companion . Ref PN 1008.5 .C373 1993 
Children’s Books and Their Creators.  Ref PN 1009 .A1 C512x 1995 
Continuum Encyclopedia of Children's Literature.  Ref PN 1008.5 .C66 2001 
Helbig, Alethea. Dictionary of American Children’s Fiction. 1985-  .  Ref PS 374 .C54 H45  
Helbig, Alethea. Dictionary of British Children’s Fiction.  Ref PR 830 .C513 H4 1989 
Helbig, Alethea.  Dictionary of Children’s Fiction from Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand , and 

Selected African Countries.  Ref PR 9084 .H45 1992 
International Companion Encyclopedia of Children’s Literature.  Ref PN 1008.5 .I57 1996 
Latrobe, Kathy. The Children's Literature Dictionary : Definitions, Resources, and Teaching Activities. 

Ref. PN 1008.5 .L38 2002 
Reference Guide to Modern Fantasy for Children. Ref PR 830 .F3 R4 1984 
 

Booklists and General Bibliographies 
 

Adventuring with Books : a Booklist for Pre-K-Grade 6 .  National Council of Teachers of English. Ref PN 
1009.A1 N346x 2000. 

American Library Association Best of the Best for Children : Books, Software, Magazines, Videos,  Audio, 
Toys, Travel. Ref  PN 1009.A1 .A465x 1992. 

Anderson, Vicki.  Fiction Index for Readers 10 to 16 : Subject Access to over 8200 Books (1960-1990). 
Ref PN 1009.A1 A52x 1992. 

Barstow, Barbara.  Beyond Picture Books : a Guide to First Readers.  
Ref  PN 1009 .B37x 1995. 

Best Books for Children, Preschool through Grade 6 . 2002.  Ref PN 1009.A1 B43x  
Best Books for Junior High Readers.  Ref PN 1009.A1 B46x 1991 
Best Books for Young Adults . Young Adult Library Services Association, American  

Library Association. Ref  PN 1009.A1 C34 2000. 
Children's Books in Print. Subject Guide. Ref  Z 1037 .A1 C482 Suppl 2004 and available in Books in 

Print (database).  Use the “Children’s Room”. 
Children's Catalog. Ref  Z 1037 .W76 2001 
Cianciolo, Patricia . Picture Books for Children. Ref  Z 1037 .C565 1997  
Colborn, Candy.  What Do Children Read Next: a Reader's Guide to Fiction for Children. 

Ref PS 374.C454 .C675 1994 
The Elementary School Library Collection. Ref Z 1037 .E4 2000. 
Freeman, Judy.  More Books Kids Will Sit Still For: a Read-aloud Guide. 

Ref PN 1009.A1 .F755x 1995. 
Hobson, Margaret.  Children's Fiction Sourcebook : a Survey of Children's Books for 6-13 Year Olds. 

Ref Z 1037 .H647 1995. 
Lima, Carolyn W. A to Zoo: Subject Access to Children’s Picture Books. Ref PN 1009 .A1 A2x 2001 
Lipson, Eden Ross. The New York Times Parent's Guide to the Best Books for Children. 
 Ref Z 1037 .L724 2000. 
Volz, Bridget Dealy . Junior Genreflecting : a Guide to Good Reads and Series Fiction for Children. 

Ref  PN 1009.A1 V66 2000 and available as an ebook in NetLibrary (database). 
 

Special Topics Bibliographies 
 

Adamson, Lynda G. Recreating in the Past: a Guide to American and World Historical Fiction for 
Children and Young Adults. 1994. Ref Z 1037 .A266 1994 

Adamson, Lynda G. Literature Connections to American History, K-6. Ref. E 178.3 .A34 1998 and 
available as an ebook in NetLibrary (database). 

Adamson, Lynda G. Literature Connections to American History, 7-12. Ref. E 178.3 .A33 1998 and 
available as an ebook in NetLibrary (database). 

Adamson, Lynda G.  Literature Connections to World History, K-6 and 7-12 available as an ebook in 
NetLibrary (database). 

Adams on, Lynda G. American Historical Fiction : an Annotated Guide to Novels for Adults and Young 
Adults. Ref PS 374.H5 D53x 1999 

Adamson, Lynda G. World Historical Fiction : an Annotated Guide to Novels for Adults and Young 
Adults. Ref PN 3377.5.H57 A33x 1999 

Bernstein, Joanne E. Books to Help Children Cope with Separation and Loss.  1977-1989 
Ref BF 575 .G7 B478x 1977 
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Cecil, Nancy Lee. Developing Environmental Awareness Through Children’s Literature. 
Ref GE 105 .C4x 1996  

Day, Frances Ann. Lesbian and Gay Voices : an Annotated Bibliography and Guide to Literature for 
Children and Young Adults. Ref PS 169 .H65 .D39x 2000 

Dreyer, Sharon Spredemann.  The Bookfinder: a Guide to Children’s Literature About the Needs and 
Problems of Youth Aged 2-15. 1977- . Ref Z 1037 .A1 D678 1977 

Exploring the Great Lakes States Through Literature.  Ref F 551 .E9x 1993 
Fiction, Folklore, Fantasy &  Poetry for Children, 1876-1985. Ref Z 1037 .A2 F53  1986 
Friedberg, Joan Brest. Portraying Persons with Disabilities: an Annotated Bibliography of Nonfiction for 

Children and Teenagers.  Ref PN 1009 .A1 F735 1992 
Hall, Susan. Using Picture Story Books to Teach Literary Devices. Ref PN 1009 .A1 H35x 1994 
Hartman, Donald K. Historical Figures in Fiction. Ref PN 3441. H37 1994 
Helbig, Alethea. Myths  and Hero Tales, Ref BL 313 .H45 1997 
Hit Lit: Frequently Challenged Books for Children . Ref Z 1019 .P57 1996 and available as an ebook in 

NetLibrary 
Hit List Frequently Challenged Books for Young Adults. Ref Z 1019 .H68 1996 
Hurst, Carol Otis. In Times Past: Using Children’s Literature to Teach United States History. 

3rd level LB 1582 .U5 H66x 1993 
Kohn, Rita T. Mythology for Young People. Ref Z 7836 .K64 1985 
Lynn, Ruth Nadelman. Fantasy Literature for Children and Young Adults. Ref Z 1037 .L97 1995 
Michigan Authors. Ref PS 283 .M5 M54 1993 and available electronically as a website at 

https://www.mel.org/miai/miai.html. 
National Council of Teachers of English. High Interest Easy Reading: An Annotated Booklist for Middle 

and Senior High School Ref  PN 1009 .A1 N38x 1996 
Odean, Kathleen. Great Books for Boys : More Than 600 Books for Boys 2 to 14. 
 Ref Z 1037 .O24 1998  
Robertson, Debra . Portraying Persons with Disabilities: an Annotated Bibliography of Fiction for 

Children and Teenagers. Ref  PN 1009 .A1 R56 1992 
Rudman, Masha Kabakow. Children’s Literature: an Issues Approach. Ref PN 1009 .A1 R8 1995 
Stephens, Elaine. Learning about the Holocaust. Ref D 804.3 .S76 1995 
VanMeter, Vandelia. American History for Children and Young Adults: an Annotated Bibliographic Index. 

Ref E 178 .V35x 1990 
VanMeter, Vandelia. World History for Children and Young Adults: an Annotated Bibliographic Index.  

Ref D 20 .V28x 1992 
 

Special Topics Bibliographies – Multicultural 
 

Anderson, Vicki. Native Americans in Fiction : a Guide to 765 Books for Librarians and Teachers, K-9.           
     Ref. PS 173.I6 A53x 1994 

 Blake, Barbara. A Guide to Children's Books about Asian Americans. Ref Z 1361.O7 B57 1995  
              Helbig, Alethea. Many Peoples, One Land. Ref PS 173 .E8 H45 2001 

Helbig, Alethea. This Land is Our Land. Ref PS 509 .M5 H45x 1994 
Kirk, Ersye. The Black Experience in Books: for Children and Young Adults. Ref PN 1009 .A1 K57x 1993 
Marantz, Sylvia S. Multicultural Picture Books: Art for Understanding Others. Ref PR 990 .M37x 1994 
Miller-Lachmann, Lyn. Our Family, Our Friends, Our World. Ref PN 1009 .A1 M654 1992 
Rand, Donna. Black Books Galore! : Guide to Great African American Children's Books. 

Ref PN1009.A1 R36x 1998 (and 2001) and available as an ebook in NetLibray (database) 
Rochman, Hazel. Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multicultural World. 

Ref PN 1009 .A1 R6x 1993 and available as an ebook in NetLibrary (database) 
Schon, Isabel. The Best of the Latino  Heritage : a Guide to the Best Juvenile Books about Latino People 

and Cultures. Ref F 1408 .S36x 1997 
Schon, Isabel. A Hispanic Heritage, Series IV.  Ref F 1408 .S363x 1991 
Schon, Isabel. Recommended Books in Spanish for Children and Young Adults, 1996 through 1999. 

Ref PN1009.A1 S387 2000 
Thomas, Rebecca L. Connecting Cultures. Ref PS 509 .M5 T465x 1996 
Through Indian Eyes. Ref E 77.4 .T63 1992 
Venture into Cultures: a Resource Book of Multicultural Materials and Programs. 

Ref PN1009.A1 V46x 1992 
Williams, Helen. Books by African-American Authors and Illustrators for Children and Young Adults.  

Ref PN 1009 .A1 W5x 1991 

https://www.mel.org/miai/miai.html
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Writers of Multicultural Fiction for Young Adults: a Bio-Critical Sourcebook  . Ref PS 374 .Y57 W75 1996 
 

Websites 
 

The Association for Library Service to Children 
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awards.html 
This subdivision of the American Library Association provides updated information on numerous 
children’s book awards as well as links for parents, children, and teachers. 

 
  Michigan Authors and Illustrators (MIAI)    
  https://www.mel.org/miai/miai.html 

A searchable database of Michigan authors and illustrators of books for children and adults. 
 
     Children's Literature Association 

   http://ebbs.english.vt.edu/chla/ 
   Information on the programs and activities of the association.  List of links. 
 
  VANDERGRIFT'S CHILDREN'S LITERATURE PAGE 
  http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/ChildrenLit/index.html 
  Suggested activities and discussion of issues.  Numerous lists and aids, including multicultural materials. 
 

ISLMC Children's Literature & Language Arts Resources (Internet School Library Media Center ) 
 http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/childlit.htm 

Lots of resources, a bit quirky.  Helpful list of pronunciation of various authors’ names.  Interesting site to   
explore. 
 
Aaron Shepard’s Kidwriting Page: Writing Children’s Books, Publishing Children’s Books  ,  Writing for 
Children 
http://www.aaronshep.com/kidwriter/ 
Information and tips for aspiring writers. 
 
Ch ildren's Book Council (CBC) 
http://cbcbooks.org/ 
A non-profit trade organization, and the official sponsor of Young People's Poetry Week and Children's 
Book Week.  Members include U.S. publishers and packagers of trade books for children and young adults.  
Useful for aspiring authors. 
 
The Children’s Literature Web Guide 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown 
A good starting place for information and discussion of children’s lit  erature, as well as useful links.  Be 
conscious of the date of each page. 

 
  

 
Databases 
  

Book Review Digest (1983-    ) 
Indexes 100 periodicals published in the U.S., Canada, and Great Britain, listing reviews of over 7,000 adult 
and children's books each year. 
 
Book Review Index Online (1965- )  
Book Review Index Online contains the entire backfile of Book Review Index print content from 1965 to the 
present. It identifies more than 4 million reviews of 2 million titles.  

 
Children’s Literature Comprehensive Database 
 Contains full-text of reviews of numerous recent children's books, publication citations of many more 
children’s books, and information about media adaptations and awards. Under "Children's Literature 
Comprehensive Database", click on 'Registered Users'.  

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awards.html
https://www.mel.org/miai/miai.html
http://ebbs.english.vt.edu/chla/
http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/ChildrenLit/index.html
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/childlit.htm
http://www.aaronshep.com/kidwriter/
http://cbcbooks.org/
http://www.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=Book%20Review%20Digest&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffirstsearch.oclc.org%2Fdone%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.merlyn.emich.edu%2Findexdesubject.php%3Bdbname%3DBookRevDigst%3BFSIP
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=Book%20Review%20Index%20Online&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Finfotrac.galegroup.com%2Fitweb%2Flom_emichu%3Fdb%3DBRI
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=Children%20s%20Literature%20Comprehensive%20Database&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.childrenslit.com%2F
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Education Abstracts 
Index to the contents of about 400 education periodicals.  

 
eLibrary Elementary (K-6)  
Geared to children in grades K-6, contains the full-text of selected articles from: about 40 magazines (e.g., 
Ranger Rick, Time for Kids, Sports Illustrated for Kids); 8 newspapers; about 40 reference books (e.g., 
Columbia Encyclopedia, Encyclopedia Britannica Intermediate Ed); as well as maps, pictures, TV & radio 
transcripts. 

  
ERIC 
The ERIC database contains abstracts of documents and journal articles on education research and practice. 

 
Essay and General Literature Index 
Bibliographic database that cites essays and articles contained in collections of essays and miscellaneous 
works; 300 volumes are indexed annually.  
 
Humanities Abstracts 
Indexes about 400 periodicals in archaeology, art, classics, film, folklore, journalism, linguistics, music, the 
performing arts, philosophy, religion, world history, and world literature. 
 
Library Literature 
Indexes about 200 library and information science periodicals. 
 
Literature Online (LION)  
Literature Online contains criticism and reference resources in addition to the full text of poetry, drama, and 
prose fiction from the seventh century to the present day.  

 
Literature Resource Center 
Includes Contemporary Authors, Dictionary of Literary Biography, and Contemporary Literary Criticism. 
 
MLA Bibliography 
Index to about 4000 periodicals published worldwide covering literature, languages, linguistics, and folklore. 
 
netLibrary (eBooks)  
eBooks are electronic versions of printed books. Through this service we now have access to about 14,000 
copyrighted books in addition to about 4,000 public domain titles. 
 
 
What do I Read Next? 
This readers' advisory database includes over 100,000 recommended titles, more than 58,000 plot summaries, 
and awards information from 562 awards.  To find comparable books, select “Help me find a book”.  On 
“Find Books for”, select Young Adult and/or Children, and then enter the title and search. 
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http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=Education%20Abstracts&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffirstsearch.oclc.org%2Fdone%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.merlyn.emich.edu%2Findexdesubject.php%3Bdbname%3DEducationAbs%3BFSIP
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=eLibrary%20Elementary%20%28K-6%29&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elibrary.com%2Felementary%2F
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http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=Essay%20and%20General%20Literature%20Index%20%28via%20FirstSearch%29&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffirstsearch.oclc.org%2Fdone%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.merlyn.emich.edu%2Findexdesubject.php%3Bdbname%3DEssayGenLit%3BFSIP
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=Humanities%20Abstracts&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffirstsearch.oclc.org%2Fdone%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.merlyn.emich.edu%2Findexdesubject.php%3Bdbname%3DHumanitiesAbs%3BFSIP
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=Library%20Literature&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffirstsearch.oclc.org%2Fdone%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.merlyn.emich.edu%2Findexdesubject.php%3Bdbname%3DLibraryLit%3BFSIP
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=Literature%20Online%20%28LION%29&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Flion.chadwyck.com%2F
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=Literature%20Resource%20Center&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Finfotrac.galegroup.com%2Fitweb%2Fmlc89267%3Fdb%3DLitRC
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=MLA%20Bibliography&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffirstsearch.oclc.org%2Fdone%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.merlyn.emich.edu%2Findexdesubject.php%3Bdbname%3DMLA%3BFSIP
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=netLibrary%20%28eBooks%29&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.netlibrary.com%2F
http://defiance.emich.edu/statistics1.php?iad=What%20do%20I%20read%20next%3F&url=http://ezproxy.emich.edu/login?url=http%3A%2F%2Finfotrac.galegroup.com%2Fitweb%2Flom_emichu%3Fdb%3DWDIRN

