	The Honors College at 

Eastern Michigan University


Who is eligible?

All students, including first time college students, transfer and current EMU students can apply for admission. Our requirements differ depending on the student’s status.


First time college students (FTIACs): 3.5 GPA and a 24 composite score 
on the ACT (please see College Board website for SAT equivalencies)


Transfer students from 2-year school: 3.4 gpa (approximate)


Transfer students from 4-year schools: 3.3 gpa


Current EMU students: 15 completed credit hours at EMU and a 3.3 gpa

In addition, all applicants must write a personal essay and submit letter(s) of recommendation with their application.

What programs do we offer?

We offer 3 programs of study—University Honors, Departmental Honors, and Highest Honors.


University Honors: Students need to complete 18 credits of General 
Education Honors, as well as 3 credits of Honors 
credit in their major and a 
final 3 credits of Honors credit from their major, 
minor, GenEd, or electives. 
University Honors students also have to complete 40 hours of community 
service and 2 Honors Experiences, one Leadership-focused and one 
Cultural/Intellectually focused. These additional requirements can also meet 
students’ LBC requirements.


Departmental Honors: Is earned in a student’s major or minor (and for 
some, 
they earn Honors in both University and Departmental areas, or in 
multiple majors for Highest Honors). Departmental Honors requires 12 
Honors credits be earned in a student’s designated Honors course of study 
(typically the major). Students also must complete a Senior Thesis and attend 
two preparation workshops.

What are the benefits of Honors membership?


Small class size-in Honors designated classes (which are mostly GenEd 
classes), there is a 20 student limit.


Innovative course offerings-classes such as Rome and America, Reel 
Women, Real Women. We are also hoping to begin offering an innovative 
compulsory Honors Global Issues course in Fall 2011.


Individualized Advising-We require freshman to come in for mandatory 
face-to-face academic advising in the fall. We also have departmental honors 
advisors, faculty in every department on campus who can help advise Honors 
students in their major.


Academic opportunities-students get the chance to work closely with 
faculty on research projects—their own research as well as on faculty 
research.


Fellowships/Scholarships-we offer fellowships and grants to support 
Honors students’ research efforts, study abroad trips, senior thesis work, and 
conference travel. We also have awards designed to recognize student efforts 
in leadership and community service efforts. Additionally, almost all of our 
students receive EMU merit-based scholarships.


Scholarship application assistance-The Honors College provides advising 
and support for students seeking nationally competitive scholarships and 
fellowships, such as the Goldwater, Truman, and Rhodes scholarships. We 
have had students receive these awards in past years.


Priority registration-Honors students are able to register for classes early, 
allowing them to make their very difficult schedules work out. Due to the 
limited availability of Honors sections, students usually need to schedule 
their non-Honors courses around their Honors sections.


Community-Honors students are able to live in Downing Hall, where they 
can connect with other Honors students and access a Living-Learning 
environment. We also provide opportunities for cultural excursions, group 
community service involvement, and civic engagement activities. We also 
sponsor many informational sessions and lectures on a variety of topics.


Recognition- Honors graduates are recognized at a special commencement 
reception and Honors distinction is designated on the student’s transcript.

How can students apply?


Our application is available on our website www.emich.edu/honors or in our 
office in Starkweather Hall. If students participated in the Presidential 
Scholarship Competition, their participation acts as their application. For 
other students, they fill out the application and submit it, along with their 
personal essay and letters of recommendation. Current EMU students only 
need one letter from an EMU faculty member. We contact students via letter 
with our admission decision, at which point, we ask them to schedule an 
orientation appointment with us to discuss all features and requirements.

Always feel free to contact us with any questions at:

The Honors College at

Eastern Michigan University
Starkweather Hall, 1st Floor
Rebecca Sipe, PhD, Director

John Feldkamp, Assistant Director

emuhonors@emich.edu
734-487-0341

emich.edu/honors

