Honors Experiences

Frequently Asked Questions
1. What are Honors Experiences?

2. How many Honors Experiences are required?

3. What can we do to fulfill the requirement?

4. Can I view lectures on iTunesU and have them count for Honors experience credit?
5. What is the grab-bag, exactly?

6. Are Honors Experiences the same as LBC?

7. Can an Honors Experience be used to fulfill Community Service hours?

8. Do we register for Honors Experiences?

9. Is there a checklist?

10. How many must be completed each year?

11. What is the reflection paper? 

a. How many pages should it be?

b. What are the deadlines for submission?

c. What is the format?

d. Who reads the reflection papers?

e. Are reflection papers graded?
1. What are Honors Experiences?  Honors Experiences are activities or work that develop leadership skills, enrich intellectual life on campus, build community, contribute to cultural diversity, or enhance students’ international experience. These co-curricular activities will broaden the educational experience by encouraging involvement in cultural, intellectual events and activities that promote civic engagement.

2. How many Honors Experiences are required? University Honors students are required to complete two Honors Experiences, one from each category: 

A. Honors College Community-Based Intellectual and Cultural Activities


B. Leadership and Civic Engagement Activities 
3. What can we do to fulfill the requirement? Like Honors Contracts, there is no one, definitive Honors Experience that works for every student. Rather, the Honors College encourages students to identify opportunities, events, or activities that will allow the individual to be creative, grow intellectually, experience the richness of the surrounding world, culture, and society, and become a part of the Honors College Community at EMU.  The following are a few examples of activities that would fulfill the Honors Experiences requirement: 

A. Honors College Community-Based Intellectual and Cultural Activities 
To qualify for this category, an Honors Experience must enrich the undergraduate experience of Honors Students by fostering a Community of Scholars within the Honors College. Each experience must also fulfill one or more of the following:
a. Broaden the educational experience through participation in creative intellectual and/or cultural endeavors that are meaningful to the individual.
b. Give Honors students broad exposure to cultural diversity and enrichment
c. Enhance the international experience of Honors students
Examples of acceptable activities include:

a. Serving on the Honors College Newsletter staff 
b. Attending all of the lectures in the Star Lecture Series (three lectures) or another lecture series on campus (The Last Lecture Series, Bathhouse Reading Series, etc)

c. Attending the annual Honors trip to Stratford 

d. Study abroad

e. Attending 6 unrelated intellectual/cultural events or activities (grab-bag)

B. Leadership and Civic Engagement Activities
a. Leadership Activities will engage Honors students in activities in which they will develop and improve leadership skills through participation in activities and events that are meaningful to the individual.

b. Civic Engagement Activities are defined as individual and collective actions designed to identify and address issues of public concern. 
Examples of acceptable activities include:
a. Serving as a student representative on a campus committee 

b. Serving as an elected officer in a student organization 

c. Organizing a campaign for community action (Environmental awareness, voter registration drive, etc.) 

The extent of the time-commitment to each Honors Experience will be dependent upon the event and how it meets the goals of the category. Typically, each Honors Experience will entail a commitment to involvement over the course of a semester. 

4. Can I view lectures on iTunesU and have them count for Honors experience credit? One of the activities that students can use as Honors Experience credit, the Star Lecture Series, is currently viewable on iTunesU. Our policy on attendance at Star Lectures via iTunesU is the following: If students attend 2 of the 3 lectures in person, they can ‘attend’ one via iTunes U and still have it count that they attended a series of events. Also, if a student is utilizing the ‘grab-bag option’, they can use ONE iTunesU broadcast toward accumulating the required 6 events.
5. What is the grab-bag, exactly?  The grab-bag of events allows student to complete their Cultural/Intellectual events Honors experience credit over a longer period of time. students have to attend 6 cultural/intellectual events or activities, but they do not have to be part of a series of events and can be attended over a longer period of time; however, all 6 events must be attended before graduation. Each event that the student attends must have an Honors Experience form turned in and a reflection paper written for it.

6. Are Honors Experiences the same as LBC? Honors Experiences are not necessarily the same as the LBC requirement for General Education. However, many Honors Experiences could also earn LBC credit, allowing the student to fulfill both requirements simultaneously.

7. Can an Honors Experience be used to fulfill Community Service hours? An event or activity that is used to fulfill the Honors Experience requirement may not be used toward fulfillment of the Community Service requirement, and vice versa.

8. Do we register for Honors Experiences? With the exception of study abroad, an event or activity for which academic credit is earned may not be counted as an Honors Experience.

9. Is there a checklist? The Honors College does not provide a checklist for Honors Experiences. 

10. How many must be completed each year? Each student is required to complete two Honors Experiences prior to graduation with Honors. There is no yearly requirement.

11. What is the reflection paper? In order to fulfill the requirement for an Honors Experience, a brief (1-2 pages) reflection essay must be turned in to and accepted by the Honors College staff within four weeks of completion of the Experience. No grade will be given, but unacceptable papers will be returned to the student. The essay should address the following points:

a. The category under which the Honors Experience will be credited.

b. How the actual experience met the goals of the category.

c. A description of how the event was meaningful to the individual and why the event or activity was a valuable experience.

