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Honors College

Senior Thesis/Project and Symposium Awards

Junior and senior Departmental Honors students are invited to apply for the Honors College Senior Thesis/Project and Symposium Award.  This monetary award was first established in academic year 2002-03 to promote excellence in the achievement that marks the culmination of Departmental Honors -- the Senior Honors Thesis/Project.  

The number and amount of the monetary awards have not yet been determined.   We expect to fund between ten and twenty students at approximately $2,000 each.  

The specific requirements of the senior Honors Thesis/Project are defined by the department in which the major or minor is housed.  Students are advised to consult the department Honors advisor and the Honors Student Handbook available online at: 

www.emich.edu/honors.  Students must earn both academic and Honors credit for the Thesis/Project usually, but not always, through three credit hours of Independent Study.  Some departments require completion of a specific Honors seminar.  The Thesis/Project can take various forms – a lengthy research paper, a public performance, a documented lab experiment, a computer program, a work of art, or even a two page mathematical proof.  Whatever form it takes, the senior project must include a written component that demonstrates exceptional skill and understanding.

Nomination of your project for presentation at the College of Arts and Sciences Undergraduate Symposium by a faculty sponsor is required for consideration.  The annual Undergraduate Symposium is a one day program scheduled for the last Friday in March in the Student Center.  This event celebrates the exceptional work of EMU students in a format that includes 15 minute oral presentations, a gallery for poster presentations, and sessions for dance and music performances.  Students share the results of their academic activities in a conference-like setting that is open to all undergraduates who have been nominated by a faculty sponsor and recommended by their respective department.  The quality of student work from across the university makes this a unique and rewarding experience.  Please check with our office regarding the exact deadline for Symposium Nomination forms, which is generally around mid-January.
Application Process:

1) Completed applications must be received in the Honors Office (Starkweather Hall) no later than 4 p.m. on January 15.  Incomplete and late applications will not be considered.  No materials will be returned to the applicants.

2) All applications will be evaluated by a panel of judges.  All decisions are final and will be based on the quality of the proposal, the sponsor’s supporting letter, and other pertinent information in the application.  

3) Applicants will be notified by mid-February.

4) Applicants must complete all requirements of the Honors Thesis/Project before the monetary award will be disbursed.

To be eligible for this award, applicants must:

1) be members in good standing of the Honors College.

2) have completed at least 75 semester credit hours by the end of the previous (Fall) term.

3) have completed at least three, and preferably six, credits of Departmental Honors work in their major or minor.

4) be working on a senior Thesis/Project during the award academic year.

5) have the senior Thesis/Project nominated by their faculty sponsor for presentation at the College of Arts and Sciences Undergraduate Symposium, in March of the award year.

Preference will be given to applicants who:

1) show evidence of excellence in academic achievement (GPA, scholarships, fellowships, awards, etc.).

2) have completed at least 15 hours of documented community service. 

3) have not received a previous Senior Thesis/Project award.  Students who are working on a second senior thesis/project in a different department will be considered.

Questions?  Call or e-mail:

Dr. Rebecca Sipe, Director  (E-mail: rebecca.sipe@emich.edu)

or
John Feldkamp, Assistant Director (E-mail: jfeldkam@emich.edu)

Honors College

Starkweather Hall

Telephone: 734.487.0341


Honors College

Senior Thesis/Project and Symposium Award Application

Instructions:

1. Complete the attached application form.

2. On separate pages, prepare a description of the Honors Thesis/Project, no more than three double-spaced pages in length.  Please use a 12 point font and one inch margins.  The description of your Thesis/Project should be detailed and precise.  Keep in mind that while readers will have broad general knowledge, they may not be experts in your specialty; make your ideas compelling to a general audience.  Clearly outline the importance of the problem, the originality of the approach, and the impact it may have on the field.  Discuss the importance of the Honors Thesis/Project to your own education.  If your work is interdisciplinary in nature, describe its relevance to each field.  

3.  Secure the support of a faculty sponsor for your Thesis/Project.  The sponsor must 

(i) be a regular full-time tenured or tenure-track faculty member, and (ii) agree to nominate the project for presentation at the Undergraduate Symposium of the award year.  Provide your faculty sponsor with a completed copy of your project description and the Faculty Sponsor Recommendation form.  Deliver these documents to your sponsor in time for the Faculty Sponsor Recommendation Form to be completed and returned to you in a sealed and signed envelope.  If your work is interdisciplinary in nature, you must have a Faculty Sponsor Recommendation form and letter of recommendation from a faculty member in each discipline.

4.  Obtain the Department Head’s signature on your application form (or the signature of multiple Department Head’s if your work is interdisciplinary).

5.  Deliver the original and two copies of the completed application materials with the sealed/signed letter(s) of recommendation to the Honors Office (Starkweather Hall) by 4:00 p.m. on January 15. 
Honors College 

Senior Thesis/Project and Symposium Award

Applicant Information

Name_____________________________________    Student No.__________________

Mailing Address__________________________________________________________

Phone_____________________________
E-mail______________________________

1. Are you a current member of the Honors College in good standing? Yes____ No____

2. Have you received a Senior Thesis Award Previously?  If so, through which department? ____________________________________

3. Number of credit hours completed by the end of last semester:

    Total:____________________
Honors credits in major:______________________

4. List all major and minor programs you have declared; indicate the program(s) in which you are completing Departmental Honors.

5. If you have already presented this project at the Undergraduate Symposium, furnish specific details, including date, title, and description of session.

6. List scholarships and awards received.  Indicate the date received, and the nature of the scholarship or award (i.e. academic achievement, recognition of leadership, etc.).

Department Head Signature


I approve this application for a Senior Thesis/Project Award.

Signature:_______________________________________________________________ 

Honors College 

Senior Thesis/Project and Symposium Award

Faculty Sponsor Recommendation


Student Name:____________________________  Student No.:__________________

I hereby waive my right to have access to this recommendation.

Signature:________________________

I do not waive my right to have access to this recommendation.

Signature:________________________

Please attach a letter of recommendation of no more than two double-spaced pages (using a 12 point font and one-inch margins) addressing the following elements:

(a) How long, and in what capacity, have you known the applicant?

(b) Specifically address the applicant’s (i) knowledge in their chosen field, (ii) motivation  

     and perseverance toward educational goals (iii) ability to work independently.  

(c) Address the importance of the problem, the originality of the approach, and the impact 

     the project may have on the field.


(d) Describe the features that make this an outstanding Thesis/Project.

(e) The applicant must complete all requirements of the Honors Thesis/Project, including 

      nomination for presentation at the Undergraduate Symposium 2008.  Is the 

      project feasible within this time frame?  Please explain. 

Return the completed form and the letter of recommendation to the applicant in a sealed envelope with your signature across the seal.  Please ensure that the form and letter are returned to the student in time for submission to the Honors College by the application deadline of 4:00 p.m. on January 15.  Late applications will not be accepted.

I agree to sponsor the applicant for the proposed Thesis/Project and to nominate this student’s project for presentation at the Undergraduate Symposium of the award year.

Faculty Sponsor Name:____________________________________________________

Department Address:______________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________
E-mail:_____________________________

Signature:__________________________
Date:_______________________________

OR











