Searching the Cochrane Library
The Basics



What is the Cochrane
Collaboration (CC)?

An independent, international, not-for-profit organization funded by a variety
of sources including governments, universities, hospital trusts, charities, and
personal donations, whose goal is to help healthcare providers, policy makers,
patients, and their advocates, make well-informed decisions about health care
by preparing, updating and promoting the accessibility of Cochrane Reviews
and other systematic reviews

There is no one place or office that is “The Cochrane Collaboration’. The
contributors are based all around the world, and the majority of the work is
carried out online.

They do not accept commercial or controversial funding in order that they
may create authoritative and reliable information, produced by people who
can work without the influence of commercial and financial interests.

The Cochrane Library is the work of the Cochrane Collaboration (CC).

(http://www.cochrane.org/about-us)



What is a Cochrane Review?
What is a Systematic Review?

A Cochrane Review is the same as a systematic review.
* A systematic review:

— Summarizes large bodies of evidence
— Helps to explain differences among studies on the same question

— Applies scientific strategies that limit bias in the selection, critical appraisal and
synthesis of all pertinent studies that address a specific clinical question
(Cook, Mulrow, Haynes, 1997)

— May include a meta analysis which is a statistical synthesis of the results of the
included studies

 The Cochrane Reviews are written by members of the CC and are
relevant to everyone interested in the effects of health care.

 They are based on the best available evidence.

 Toremain current and relevant, they are revised about every two years.

(http://www.cochrane.org/about-us)



Databases within the
Cochrane Library

Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews —

Contains systematic reviews written by the Cochrane Collaboration

Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects — Contains systematic reviews
written by people outside of the Cochrane Collaboration

Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials — Contains clinical trials

Cochrane Methodology Register — Contains methods used for conducting
controlled trials

Health Technology Assessment Database - Contains details of projects and
publications on healthcare technology

NHS Economic Evaluation Database — Contains abstracts of articles describing
economic evaluations of health care interventions




Cochrane Library
Basic Searching

This tutorial will cover:

— How to run a basic search in the Cochrane Library
— Specifically, the following searches will be demonstrated:
* Keyword searching
e Using a wildcard or truncation mark
e Using quotation marks to search for a phrase
* Narrowing a search

— How to view the full-text of the article or record you find
in the Cochrane Library



Cochrane Library
Important Things to Know

e Because this is a paid subscription database, if you are
searching from anywhere off-campus, you must have
your my.emich username and password available to log
into the Cochrane Library through Halle Library’s main
page.

 Therecords in the Cochrane Reviews (CR) are tagged as:

— Review — this is a full Cochrane (systematic) Review
— Protocol — this indicates that a CR is currently being written on
this topic, and this temporary Protocol is a place-holder record

* To view the full-text of a CR, open up the record, look on
the left frame, and under PDF at the top, click on Full or

Standard.




Accessing the Cochrane Library from
the Halle Library Homepage
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Finding the Cochrane Library
on the List of Databases

CINAHL
Key database for health sciences articles
Subjects: Health Sciences, Mursing, Occupational Therapy, Orthotics, Prosthetics,
Health Admin, Nutrition, Clinical Laboratory Science, Physical Therapy
Info type: scholarly articles, professional articles
Access Tips: Also available via mel.org
Search Instruction: CINAHL Basic Searching; CINAHL Advanced Searching.

CiteSeer
Subjects: Computer Science
Info type: scholarly articles, book info, conference papers

Access Tips: Also free on the web at http: / fciteseerx.ist.psu.eduf

Clase Periodica
Index of Latin American journals in Spanish, Portuguese, French, and English
Subjects: Covers most subjects
Info type: scholarly articles

Cochrane Library
Evidence-based reviews for healthcare decision-making
Subjects: Diseases and Treatments, Health Topics, Medical Procedures, Health Admin
Info type: systematic reviews, clinical trials, methods studies, technology assessments,
economic evaluations

ComAbstacts - CIOS
Subjects: Communication, Journalism

Info type: scholarly articles, book info

Communication Studies Multisearch
Search at the same time: ERIC and PsycINFO
Subjects: Communication, Journalism
Info type: scholarly articles, professional articles, book info, book chapters,
dissertations

Communication Studies Related Journals (SAGE)
Search at the same time journals from the following SAGE Full-Text Collections:
Communications, Education, Psychology
Subjects: Communication, Journalism
Info type: scholarly articles, professional articles

Computer Database
Subjects: Computing, Information Technology, Telecommunications
Info type: magazines, professional articles, scholarly articles
Access Tips: Also available via il mel.org

Computer Society D al Libra IEEE
IEEE Computer Society publications
Subjects: Computing, Information Technology
Info type: professional articles, scholarly articles

Conference Board - Business Knowledne Research

Select the Cochrane
Library from the list of
databases. If you are off-
campus, you will be
prompted to enter your
my.emich username and
password.




Cochrane Library
Main Screen
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Tip No. 3:

Search for accented characters
(within all fields except Author) by
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Searching with Keywords &
Using Truncation/Wildcard Marks
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Using Quotation Marks
to Search for a Phrase
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Narrowing a Search
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To see the full review, click on the link for the title. Once the record is on the screen, click on Full or Standard off the left frame.

Viewing Results

The results of the search are separated out

across the top of the page, segregated by the
database within the Cochrane Library from
S which it was retrieved. Click on the link of the
rCochrane reviews set to view the results.
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To see the full review, click on the link for the title.
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Contact address: Andrea D Furlan, Institute for Work & Health,

left frame.

Editorial group: Cochrane Back Group
Publication status and date: Edited (no change to conclusions),
Review content assessed as up-to-date: 1 June 2003,

Citation: Furlan AD, van Tulder MW, Tsukayama H, Lao L, Yazdi F, Tsertsvadze A, Sherman K, Ammendolia C, Wang E, Shin BC. Acupuncture and dry-needling for low back pain. Cochrane
Database of Systematic Reviews 2003, Issue 1. Art. No.: CD001351. DOL: 10.1002/14651858 CD001351 pub2

Copyright © 2010 The Cochrane Collaboration. Published by John Wiley & Sons, Ltd

» My Profile + Log

Next

| Abstract

Background
Although low-back pain is usually a self-miting and benign disease that tends to improve spontaneously over time, a large variety of therapeutic interventions are available
for its treatment

Objectives
To assess the effects of acupuncture for the treatment of non-specific low-back pain and dry-needling for myofascial pain syndrome in the low-back region.

Search strategy
x| We updated the searches from 1996 to February 2003 in CENTRAL, MEDLINE, and EMBASE. We also searched the Chinese Cochrane Centre database of clinical




Viewing Results
Other (Systematic) Reviews

* Follow this link to watch a video that shows how to
use the Find Text+ button, including how to order
material the Halle Library does not own through the
ILLiad interlibrary loan system.

http://brand.emich.edu/video/thelibrary/findtext/

* Follow this link to see a print explanation on how to
use the Find Text+ button and ILLiad.

http://www.emich.edu/library/help/findtext.php



Need More Help?

Click on this link to point you to ways to ask a
librarian for further help.

http://www.emich.edu/library/help/ask.php

EBucciarelli 6/10
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