
ERIC-Advanced

This is the second guide to using ERIC and is a 
supplement to the ERIC- Basic Guidesupplement to the ERIC- Basic Guide

This guide will go over:

1. Using the Thesaurus

2. How to limit your search

3. Types of ERIC Documents



1.  Finding Search Terms with the ERIC Thesaurus 

Have you ever been on a database for HOURS when you stumbled on a magic word that 

gave you access to a jackpot of information???    The thesaurus can help find those terms 

BEFORE you even start searching.

1. First click on the purple 

“Search  Tools” tab 

2. Then click on the “Thesaurus” 

tab

3. Type in your topic to find 

related terms



Example using “Reading”

The [+] sign lets you know there is 

more information if you click on 

the underlined word

(see next page)



The list may provide you with some 

alternative words and/or phrases that 

you could plug into another search

The Broader 

and 

Narrower 

Terms can 

help refine a 

search



Other examples

Academic Achievement 

(Descriptor used for…)

• Academic Success

• Scholastic Achievement 

Inclusion

(Use instead…)

• Use instead- Inclusive 
Schools

• Related terms-

Cognitive Development

(Related terms…)

• Learning Strategies

• Developmental 
Disabilities• Related terms-

Individualized Education 
Programs  
Mainstreaming

Disabilities

Descriptors are terms, taken from the that describe the 

main focus of the article Using descriptors results in a more precise search



Use the drop 

down menu 

to switch 

from a 

keyword 

search to a 

descriptor 

Search

You may use additional descriptors in your search, but that may narrow your search too 

much.  If you use more terms, add keywords.



When you find an article that is “spot on”, check out the descriptors they use 

to describe the article!!

You can then do another search with the relevant descriptors 



2.  Adding limits to your search

Limit your results to a specific 

time range

Looking for an article 

in a specific journal?

Want only research 

based reports?

Leave this as unlimited to assure that you get 

access to everything the library has to offer!

This is really helpful if you are 

looking for a specific grade level

You will be able to limit peer 

reviewed journals from the 

results list.  If you select this, 

you will only get results 

starting in 2005



3.  Types of ERIC documents
EJ documents  (journal and magazine articles)

ED documents (reports, conference papers, selected government documents and others)

Pe e r Re v i e we d

--Before looking at the titles, if your professors indicated you must use peer 

reviewed journals, click on the number in the Peer-Reviewed Journals Tab



Any questions?

Help from librarians

• Reference Desk- 734-487-0020 ext. 2100

Hours:  M-TH 9-9, Friday 9-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 1-9

• Ask A Librarian online chat• Ask A Librarian online chat

Found on the library home page

Want more help?  Check out Research 101 at

http://www.emich.edu/halle/research101/


