12-month Initial OPT Program

Applying for OPT: New Filing Deadlines
· A student can file a post-completion OPT request, Form I-765, up to 90 days before the program completion date.  If an application is submitted prior to the allowed date, the petition will be denied and the fee will NOT be returned. 
· A student can file a post-completion OPT request, Form I-765, up to 60 days after their program completion date.  
· Problem:
· Currently it takes 2 – 3 months to receive OPT approval
· OPT may end no later than 14 months after program completion
· A student who files the I-765 60 days after completion, will likely not be able to start OPT until 4-5 months after completion, leaving only 9 – 10 months of useable OPT.
New Reporting rules for students while on the initial 12-month OPT program 
· Must report any change of name or address to OIS within 10 days
· Must report employer name, address to OIS
· Must report any periods of unemployment
Periods of Unemployment 
· Post completion OPT is dependent upon employment.  Students may not accrue an aggregate of more than 90 days of unemployment during any post-completion OPT.
· This regulation does not apply to any periods of unemployment before April 8, 2008; The 90 requirement begins on April 8, 2008.
· Students with more than 90 days of unemployment after April 8, 2008, may be denied a future OPT benefit.  
· These provisions apply to students already on OPT as well as those being approved after April 8, 2008. 
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