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FRNH 121-0


BEGINNING FRENCH

AUTOMNE 2008

CRN 12342
9:00 - 9:50 a.m., MTuWThF, 218A Alexander

INSTRUCTOR:  TOM VOSTEEN

OFFICE HOURS:
MTuWF: 12-1 pm; Th: 2-3 pm




347 Alexander




Other times by appointment

TELEPHONE:  487-4081 (office) or 487-0130 (messages)

E-MAIL:  tvosteen@emich.edu
MATERIALS: 

REQUIRED:

Invitation au monde francophone, by Jarvis, et al., 2nd edition

ISBN 1-4130-4475-1



This is a package of materials containing the textbook, a workbook/lab manual, and a set of 6 “Student Lab Audio CDs” for the workbook/lab manual.  The textbook contains a set of 2 “Text Audio CDs”.  Make sure you buy the material with the above package ISBN.  Buying the materials separately (such as on line) could result in higher cost.  Please note that this package will be used in FRNH 122 as well.

STRONGLY RECOMMENDED:


Morton, English Grammar for Students of French (Fifth Edition), Olivia and Hill Press (see “Grammar Points”, below).  A concordance for use of this book with our textbook can be downloaded from our my.emich site (see next item).

OUR WEB SITE:  I will post information for our course on my.emich.edu.  This may include the syllabus, the schedule, answer keys for the textbook and workbook, and whatever else might be of help to you.  To access this Web site, follow the following steps:

1.  Go to my.emich.edu.

2.  Click on the “Student” tab.

3.  Click on “Beginning French.”

4.  Click on “Files” (this is where most of the materials will be posted).

5.  Under “Files,” there will be various self-explanatory titles.  Click on them to find the documents you need.  From there, you will be able to view and download them.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This is an introductory course including practice in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in French.  In order to succeed in meeting course requirements, you will need to prepare, alone or with friends, for at least two hours outside of class for each hour spent in class.  This preparation will include, but is in no way limited to the following kinds of activities:  (1) Careful reading of all parts of the chapters being studied—before coming to class; (2) Memorization of vocabulary, idioms, dialogs, and grammar structures; (3) Conscientious work with the audio CD programs, listening carefully and responding orally when prompted.

GRADING (approximate distribution):

Participation

(see below)

Quizzes (Dictations, recitations, grammar exercises):


30%

Chapter Tests (including the final):





40%

Homework (Compositions from “À vous d’écrire” in the Workbook

30%


A comment on grades:  I grade all your work numerically in order to facilitate calculation.  Your final grade percentage is calculated simply by dividing the number of points you have earned by the total number of points possible.  For your final grade, I convert the percentages to letter grades as follows:

	A=93 +
	C=73-77

	A-=90-92
	C-=70-72

	B+=88-89
	D+=68-69

	B=83-87
	D=63-67

	B-=80-82
	D-=60-62

	C+=78-79
	E=59 or less


NOTE ON PARTICIPATION:  Obviously, you can’t participate in class unless you attend.  Your presence and participation in class are essential.  Starting January 16, five unexcused absences will be tolerated, but each subsequent unexcused absence will lower your final average by 1%.  On the other hand, 1% will be added to your final average for each allowed unexcused absence not taken, up to five points.


Examples:
5 unexcused absences = no points added or subtracted




6 unexcused absences = 1 point subtracted




4 unexcused absences = 1 point added




0 unexcused absences = 5 points added

GRAMMAR POINTS:  You will find a list of “Correlations” between Invitation chapters and pages of Morton’s English Grammar for Students of French (see above under “Materials”) on our my.emich website.  Although you are not required to buy the Morton book, if you are unsure of basic grammar terminology, I strongly recommend it.  Being able to name and understand the parts of language, while not required during the act of speaking, is an efficient way to learn, retain, and, in the long run, correctly use the new language you are acquiring.

QUIZZES:  For each Chapter, there will be two or three quizzes.  They will contain one or more of the following parts:  (1) a dictée (dictation) taken from material in the textbook which shows in the margin a corresponding track on the accompanying CD; (2) a recitation of one of the same passages indicated in (1); and (3) a few grammatical exercises taken directly from the textbook or the workbook

There will be no make-ups for quizzes missed; I will drop your one lowest quiz grade at the end of the semester.

CHAPTER TESTS:  At the end of each chapter, there will be a test somewhat longer than the quizzes.  Included with the test, there will be a “dictée” which you can practice using the lab manual and its accompanying CDs.  They are as follows:

Chapter 1, p. 26, 1.13, À l’université

Chapter 5, p. 91, 5.13, On fait le marché

Chapter 2, p. 40, 2.13, Opinions

Chapter 6, p. 107, 6.12, Où est la bibliothèque?

Chapter 3, p. 58, 3.13, C’est mon tour!
Chapter 7, p. 124, 7.13, Hier soir

Chapter 4, p. 75, 4.13, En vacances



COMPOSITIONS:  In each chapter of the Workbook’s Partie Écrite, there is a guided composition titled “À vous d’écrire”.  Following the directions, write a brief (around 100-150 words) composition on the given topic.

Chapter 1:  Logement, D, p. 21

Chapter 2:  Autoportrait, D., p. 36

Chapter 3:  La vie universitaire américaine, D., p. 52

Chapter 4:  Cartes postales, C, pp. 70-71

Chapter 5:  Un bon restaurant, C, pp. 86-87

Chapter 6:  Où habitez-vous?, C, pp. 102-103

Chapter 7:  Les étudiants et les médias, C, pp. 119-120

YOUR PREPARATION:  This textbook package is a very rich set of print and audio materials assembled to maximize your exposure to authentic French.  You may at first feel a bit lost in the amount of French to which you will be exposed.  This experience is calculated to be similar to the one you might have if you suddenly parachuted into a French-speaking country.  Suddenly, you would have to summon your personal resources in order to understand and communicate!  Please be assured that your instructor understands the situation and will provide the necessary guidance to lead you to success:  an understanding and competence in a new language:  French!


Your job:  (1) Study all the pages of the textbook and be able in each class to perform the exercises.  (2) Do all the exercises in the Cahier.  For both (1) and (2), you will use the accompanying CDs as you work.  In order to facilitate your use of the Lab CDs, a key containing answers and scripts will be provided.


Above all:  Work steadily, day by day, chapter by chapter.  Do not, repeat, DO NOT fall behind!!!  You will find it extremely difficult, perhaps impossible, to catch up after a certain amount of time.  This course meets five days a week.  It is not an exaggeration to say that you need to spend at least ten hours per week working on French outside of class.  Bon voyage!
Statement of Outcomes

In a Foreign Language course, students will…

Communicate at a basic functional level in a language other than their own native tongue.

In FRNH 121, students will begin to develop the four language skills—listening, speaking, reading, and writing—, as well as acquire a basic knowledge of the Francophone culture through grammatical  and syntactical structures and vocabulary needed to function in a variety of real-life situations in French-speaking contexts abroad. Thus, they should be able to use these abilities and knowledge to understand, respond, describe, request, narrate, compare, read, and write in very simple language for everyday situations and undertakings; that is, they should be able to  function cross-culturally at a basic level.

Demonstrate a basic understanding of the relationship between culture and language.

The worldview of the people who live in a particular culture is inextricably woven in their language. In FRNH 121, students being to develop an awareness of French and other French-speaking cultures, of their particular worldview, and of their specific behaviors. In the field of foreign languages, culture is defined as the crossroads where perspectives (meanings, attitudes, values, ideas), practices (patterns of social interactions), and products (books, laws, foods, tools, etc.) meet.

Since language is the primary form of expression in society, it is used to convey cultural perspectives, and to conduct social interactions. Culture cannot be taught without reference to language, and language cannot be taught without reference to culture. As students learn more about the language and delve deeper into the linguistic similarities and differences between French and English, they increase their understanding of cultural similarities and differences, becoming more efficient interpreters of the target culture.

Use basic forms and structures of a language in communicating in that language.

In FRNH 121, students will learn to use the basic grammatical structures and syntactical forms as well as the vocabulary for a host of present-day and real-life situations from requesting information while traveling abroad (asking for directions, ordering a meal finding a place to stay, shopping, banking, etc.) to making comments on university life in the U.S and abroad, and discussing topics  issues, albeit at an elementary level, such as the dangers to the environment, the positive and negative consequences of interpersonal relationships as well as current socio-economic and political and problems in the French-speaking world, comparing them to those of the U.S.
COURSE OUTLINE

The outline below (“Goals and Objectives”) consists of a chapter by chapter overview of the topics and items to be covered in each chapter during the semester. Each one aims to develop students’ listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills as well as their knowledge and understanding of and sensitivity to the multiple aspects of Francophone culture so that they will be able to express their own needs, ideas, and feelings and interact with French-speakers meaningfully and for real-life situations and .It emphasizes frequently-used vocabulary and it presents grammar as a tool for effective communication. Finally, because cultural knowledge is an integral part of both language learning and successful communication, the course introduces students to the everyday lives of French speakers with emphasis on customs, values, concepts, and behaviors, as well as to the countries and communities of the French-speaking world. Additionally, in order to hone their communication skills and cross-cultural awareness, students will use not only printed materials but also a panoply of audiovisual and high technology aids (transparencies, video, CD ROM, etc.) to thus provide a more holistic approach to language learning.

Goals and Objectives

At the end of FRNH 121, students will be able to function at a basic level in French. They will also be familiar with several aspects of French and francophone cultures.

Preliminary Chapter: Premiers contacts.
Vocabulary: Introductions; classroom environment; basic etiquette.

Functions: Pronunciation; the alphabet; days of the week; numbers 0-31

Chapter 1: La Vie à l’université.

Vocabulary: Getting to know people.

Functions: nouns, and articles; first group (-er) verbs; basic questions, and negation.

Culture: The Baccalauréat, postsecondary education. Switzerland.

Integrated knowledge: Reading: favorite activities of a group of young students, writing: a short email to a classmate.

Chapter 2: Identité.

Vocabulary: Nationalities and professions.

Functions: Irregular verb to be, introduction to adjectives, numbers 30-100.

Culture: The French melting pot, French values, identity papers. Canada.

Integrations: Personal ID, writing a personal ID card, writing a letter of introduction to apply for an exchange program overseas.

Chapter 3: La famille et le logement.
Vocabulary: Housing, the rooms of the house, furniture. Family members.

Functions: Irregular verb avoir,  preposition de, possessive adjectives, prenominal adjectives.

Culture: Housing in France (house or apartment ?), French families. Louisiana.

Integrations: Writing: describing oneself, and writing about one’s family. 

Chapter 4: Bon voyage!
Vocabulary: Means of transportation, seasons, locations, activities, lodging.

Functions: Irregular verb aller, prepostions and places, numbers above 100, and ordinal numbers to 100.

Culture: Vacations. The Antilles. Tahiti.

Integration: Reading: a trip to the Antilles. Writing: a travel brochure.

Chapter 5: Bon appétit!

Vocabulary: Food and food stores.

Functions: Demonstrative adjectives, partitive, irregular verbs prendre and boire.

Culture: Meals in France. Haiti.

Integration: Reading: a French recipe. Writing: a restaurant review.

Chapter 6: Le cadre de vie.

Vocabulary: Country, city, neighbourhood. 

Functions: Prepositions, irregular verb faire, asking questions.

Culture: Transportation, cities and city life. Mauritania.

Integration: Reading: where to live? Writing: a 75-100 word promotional brochure on a French-speaking city.

Chapter 7: Le temps passe.

Vocabulary: Leisure activities: TV, cinema, theatre.

Functions: Time, past participle with avoir, irregular verb choisir.

Culture: French television. Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon.

Integration: Reading a French TV program; writing about American TV programming.

REQUIRED ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Academic dishonesty

Office of Student Judicial Services suggested language:

Academic dishonesty, including all forms of cheating and/or plagiarism, will not be tolerated in this class. Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course. In addition, you may be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Services for discipline that can result in either a suspension or permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic dishonesty, but if you are not sure about whether something you are doing would be considered academic dishonesty, consult with the instructor.

Classroom Management Issues

Office of Student Judicial Services suggested language:

Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of the University community. Incivility and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and may result in a request to leave class and referral to the office of Student Judicial Services

(SJS) for discipline. Example of inappropriate classroom conduct include repeatedly arriving late to class, using a cellular phone, or talking while other are speaking. You may access the Code online at www.emich.edu/sis 
Student and Exchange VISitor Statement (SEVIS)

Office of international Students suggested language:

The Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requires F and J students to report the following to the Office of International Students, 229 King Hall within ten (10) days of the event:

•
Changes in your name, local address, major field of study, or source of funding.

•
Changes in your degree-completion date

•
Changes in your degree-level (ex. Bachelors to Masters)

•
Intent to transfer to another school Prior permission from O/S is needed for the following:

•
Dropping ALL courses as well as carrying or dropping BELOW minimum credit hours

•
Employment on or off-campus

•
Registering for more than one ONLINE course per term (F-visa only)

•
Endorsing 1-20 or DS-2019 for re-entry into the USA

Failure to report may result in the termination of your SEVIS record and even arrest and deportation. If you have questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 487-3116, not your instructor.

Special Needs Accommodations

Access Services suggested language:

If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents policy #8.3 requires that you first register with the Access Services Office (ASO) in room 203 King Hall. You may contact ASO by telephone at 487-2470. Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with ASO promptly as you will only be accommodated from the date you register with them forward. No retroactive accommodations are possible.

