ESLN 412: Academic ESL Writing

Eastern Michigan University

Fall 2008

Instructor: Sue Brokaw




E-mail: sbrokaw@emich.edu

Class Time/Day: 9:00 – 9:50 MWF



Office Hours: MW12-2, TR 2-3:30
Class Room: 214 Alexander




Office: 200 Alexander

Mailbox: 219 Alexander “Brokaw”

Course Description

The main purpose of this course is to help students further develop research and academic writing skills.  The course will focus on the writing of a guided research paper and an independent research paper.  The guided research paper will be written during the first 7 weeks of the semester.  The writing of the independent research paper will take up the rest of the semester.  The process of writing the research paper will be broken into steps so that students can focus on the various components one at a time. 

Objectives:  Specifically, this course aims to help you

· recognize the unique features of academic writing,

· paraphrase, summarize, synthesize, and critically analyze source materials,

· learn how to use library resources and find reliable sources on the Web

· follow the basic steps for writing a research paper,

· follow established conventions for academic papers, 

· enhance your ability to review and edit your own work and the work of peers, and

· apply your writing skills to essay exams

Text and Materials

· Sourcework: Academic Writing from Sources by Nancy Dollahite and Julie Haun, ISBN: 0618412875
· A working "emich" e-mail address – check before each class for links to readings and handouts to print

· 1 large envelope-type folder or folder with pockets for drafts of essays and sources

Grading

Guided Research project from Sourcework




30%
Research project and its components, including in –class presentation and 

participation in the Celebration of Student Writing


45%

Quizzes









10%



Final exam








15%











_____












100%

A = 94 –100%, A- = 90-93%, B+ = 87-89%, B = 84-86%, B - = 80-83%, C+ = 77-79%, C = 74-76%, 

C- = 70-73%, D+ = 67-69%, D=64-66%, D- = 60-63%, E = 59% and lower.

Note: If you get a C- or lower in an ESL course, you must repeat the course the following semester.

Course Requirements

· Attendance: Class attendance is very important.  It is expected that you attend class regularly. Your final grade for the course will be lowered if you are absent from class more than four times.  That is, with five absences from class your grade is lowered one-half a grade (e.g., A becomes A-, and B becomes B-, etc.).  Every further time you miss class, your grade will be lowered to the extent that you receive a C- and have to repeat the course.  

· Class Participation: Since much of the class discussion will be developed based on the input of students, active participation in class is very important.  You are expected to do required readings and assignments on time, and be prepared to participate in class discussion in each session.

· Homework and Assignments: Assignments must be turned in on time. No late work will be accepted without prior permission. Missed work will receive a grade of "0." If you are unable to come to class due to an emergency or illness, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and complete missed assignments. Missing a class on the date of a due assignment does not automatically make the assignment due the next class. Such work will be considered late and lose points. In situations of an illness or emergency, you should contact (e-mail) your instructor as soon as possible so there is clear understanding between you and your instructor about what is expected in terms of missed work.

· Need extra help?  If you need assistance with the English language for course assignments, I encourage you to come to my office hours for help.  I also encourage you to visit the following centers with any questions or when you are not sure of a course assignment.
a) The International Student Resource Center (ISRC), located in Room 200 Alexander, is a tutoring center for any EMU international student seeking assistance with the English language for academic assignments. Students may go to the ISRC for assistance in reading and comprehending course materials, improving listening and note-taking skills, improving vocabulary and grammatical skills, assistance with writing assignments, comprehending academic expectations, improving academic communication, etc.  To make an appointment, email flabs_isrc@emich.edu or call 734-487-0370.

b) The Academic Projects Center located in Halle Library is open on a drop-in basis on Monday – Thursday, 11- 5. For more information: http://www.emich.edu/halle/news_apc_fall_2008.html
· Academic Dishonesty. Academic dishonesty, including all forms of cheating and/or plagiarism, will not be tolerated in this class.  Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course.  In addition, you may be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline that may result in either a suspension or permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic dishonesty.  If you are not sure about whether something you are doing would be considered academic dishonesty, you may consult with the instructor or access the Student Conduct Code online at http://www.emich.edu/sjs/conductcode.html.

· Classroom Management.  Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of theUniversity community.  Incivility and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and will result in a request to leave class and referral to the Office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline.  Examples of inappropriate classroom conduct include repeatedly arriving late to class, using a cellular phone, or talking while others are speaking. To learn more about the Student Conduct Code, you may access it online at http://www.emich.edu/sjs/conductcode.html
· Student and Exchange Visitor Statement (SEVIS).  The Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requires that F and J students report to the Office of International Students (OIS), 229 King Hall within 10 days of the event:
· Changes in your name, local address, major field of study, or source of funding.

· Changes in your degree-completion date.

· Changes in your degree level (ex. Bachelors to Masters).

· Intent to transfer to another school.


Prior permission from OIS is needed for the following:

· Dropping ALL courses as well as carrying or dropping BELOW minimum credit hours.

· Employment on or off campus.

· Registering for more than one ONLINE course per term (F-visa only).

· Endorsing I-20 or DS-2019 for re-entry into the USA.


Failure to report may result in the termination of your SEVIS record and even arrest and 
deportation.  If you have questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 487-3116, not your 
instructor.

· Special Needs Accommodations.  If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents Policy #8.3 requires that you first register with the Access Services Office (ASO) in Room 203, King Hall.  You may contact ASO by telephone at 487-2470.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with ASO promptly as you will only be accommodated from the date you register with them forward.  No retroactive accommodations are possible.

