ESLN 515 GRADUATE SEMINAR IN ACADEMIC COMMUNICATION


FALL 2008 SYLLABUS

INSTRUCTOR

Instructor:

Dr. Thomas Cullen 





Telephone:

487-0130






E-mail


thom.cullen@emich.edu


Office:


Alexander 349 



Office Hours:

W & Th 12:30 – 3:00
and by appointment



COURSE PURPOSE

This course is designed to help non-native English speakers develop communication skills for successful participation in the major graduate level classes.  Students will develop their oral skills in the contexts of classroom discussions and presentations, expand their passive and active vocabulary, develop strategies for reading academic and non-academic texts.

SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES:


By means of this course students will develop their skills in:

1.
Comprehending and responding to academic discourse, orally and in writing (e.g., summarizing, synthesizing, and critiquing;

2.
Preparing and delivering professional presentations on academic topics; and evaluating

the presentations of peers;

3.
Identifying and using strategies for participating in oral academic discourse of various types (e.g., class or panel discussions);

4.
Using effective strategies for expanding their vocabulary;

5.
Interacting with native speakers in non-classroom settings.

TEXTS AND COURSE MATERIALS

· ESLN 515 Coursepack:  Presentations Workshop.  To minimize costs I will have the workshop photocopied and distributed to students.

· Assorted handouts (I expect the total cost of the coursepack and handouts to be about $15)

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
1.
Submit assignments as required 

2.
Deliver and critique at least three formal videotaped in-class presentations 

3.
Perform and record an out-of-class presentation to be submitted for a grade

3.
Comprehend and respond orally and in writing to assigned texts

4.
Pass announced and unannounced quizzes and tests

5.
Participate in-group activities with students from other classes during non-class periods as required.

6.
Participate fully in class activities.  Class participation entails completing assignments and being ready to contribute to class.  Naturally, one cannot participate if he or she is absent.  So, each absence in excess of four will result in one’s course grade being diminished by one grade.  (For example, a student whose work is at a “B” level but who has missed five classes would receive a grade of C+.)  Students who receive a grade of C- or lower must repeat the course. Please turn off all phones and pagers during class.

GRADING (all percentages are tentative and approximate) 
Readings, presentations and other activities



20%

Formal Presentations






20%

Midterm Written Exam





10%

Midterm Oral







10%

Recorded presentation






10%

Final Written Exam






15%

Final Oral







15% 
The percentage cut-offs for each letter grade are as follows:

A
93 



C+
  77

A-
90 



C
  73

B+
87



C-
  70

B
83 



D
  60

B-
80 



E
<60

TENTATIVE FALL 2008 SCHEDULE

	
	Monday


	Wednesday
	Note

	1
	
	9/3

Icebreakers


	

	2
	9/8

They’re Watching You


	9/10

Presentation #1

Visit my country


	

	3
	9/15

Newsweek Article:

One common / One chosen

Paraphrasing/Summary


	9/17

Verbal Summary of chosen

article

Presentation Structure
	

	4
	9/22

Newsweek article

Structure of exposition in news articles

Reading with a plan:

Fragmentation of Social Life 


	9/24

Presentation structure practice: my country revisited
	

	5
	9/29

Fragmentation of Social Life


	10/1

Discussion Workshop:

Fragmentation . . .
	

	6
	10/6

Newsweek / Discussion Workshop


	10/8

Presentation Delivery Skills:  Assign MK10
	

	7
	10/13

Who’s Afraid of Ronald McDonald: Structure of and academic article


	10/15

Presentation Practice 
	

	8
	10/20

Newsweek:  Discussion Roles


	10/22

MK10 MIDTERM
	

	9
	10/27

READING MIDTERM:

Brain Circulation


	10/29

Discussion Role Practice:

Brain Circulation


	

	10
	11/3

Newsweek: Cartoons

Presenting Facts and Figures


	11/5

Presentation Visuals
	

	11
	11/10

Reading and verbalizing the contents of charts and graphs


	11/12

Academic Presentation Practice
	

	12
	11/17

Newsweek

Skillful Discussions and the Ladder of Inference


	11/19


	

	13
	11/27

Presentation Practice


	11/26

Turkey Day Eve

No Classes
	

	14
	12/1

Vocabulary Post test

Newsweek


	12/3

Final Presentation Practice
	

	15
	12/08


	12/10

LAST DAY


	12/12

4:30  FINAL



	
	12/15 

3:00  FINAL
	
	


Dr. Thomas Cullen 

Eastern Michigan University


