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ESLN 515  Graduate Seminar in Academic Communication, 3 credit hours, Fall 2008

Tuesday & Thursday (#13422), 4:00-5:15, 217 Alexander

	Dr. Jo Ann Aebersold

jaebersol@emich.edu
346 Alexander

487-0418

Office Hours: M & W 12:30-2:00 and 3-4:30;  

     T & Th 2:30-3:30, and by appointment 
	Ms. Cara Fox

cfox10@emich.edu
346 Alexander

no phone

Office Hours:  Thursday 2:30-3:30


COURSE PURPOSE

This course is designed to help non-native English speakers develop communication skills for successful participation in the major graduate level classes.  Students will develop their oral skills in the contexts of classroom discussions and presentations, expand their passive and active vocabulary, develop strategies for comprehending academic and non-academic discourse, both written and oral.

SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES:


By means of this course students will develop their skills in:

1.
Comprehending and responding to oral academic discourse, (e.g., summarizing, synthesizing, and evaluating);

2.
Comprehending and responding to written academic discourse, (e.g., summarizing, synthesizing, and evaluating);

3.
Preparing and delivering professional presentations on academic topics; and evaluating the presentations of peers;

4.
Identifying and using strategies for participating in academic discussions of various types (e.g., class, panel, small group);

4.
Using effective strategies for expanding their vocabulary;

5.
Interacting with native speakers in classroom-related settings.

TEXTS AND COURSE MATERIALS

· College Vocabulary 4, Folse and Farina, Houghton Mifflin, ISBN 

· ESLN 515 Coursepack:  Presentations Workshop 

· Assorted handouts (Materials will be made available at the cost of photocopying, about 10 cents per page);

· 8 cm DVD R-W disc(s)

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
1.
Get into the routine of doing your homework and in addition, on a regular basis, study (review) the material that has been previously covered.

2.
When you are in class, participate fully in class activities.  Class participation entails completing assignments and being ready to contribute to class.  Naturally, one cannot participate if he or she is absent. 

3.
Submit assignments as required and on time.  Late assignments will be penalized.

4. Seek out extra help from your teachers and/or the International Student Resource Center (ISRC) when you need further explanation or practice to support your learning of the course material.

5.
Please turn off all phones and pagers during class.  

ESL STUDENT POLICIES

1.
Each absence in excess of four will result in one’s final course grade being lowered by one grade.  (For example, a student whose work is at a “B” level but who has missed five classes would receive a grade of C+.)  

2.
Students who receive a final course grade of C- or lower must repeat this course. 

GRADING (all percentages are tentative and approximate) 
Oral Presentations






15%

Group Discussions






10%

Listening Comprehension





15%

Reading Comprehension





20%

Vocabulary Development





10%

Pronunciation Improvement





  5%

Quizzes (announced and not announced)



10%

Final Exam







15%

The percentage cut-offs for each letter grade are as follows:

	100% - 94%

A

  93% - 90% 

A-

  89% - 87%

B+

  86% - 84%

B
	  83% - 80% 

B-

  79% - 77%

C+

  76% - 74%

C

  73% - 70% 

C-


	  69% - 67%

D+

  66% - 64%

D

  63% - 60% 

D-

  less than 60%            E


FOR THE RECORD

Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty, including all forms of cheating and/or plagiarism, will not be tolerated in this class. Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course. In addition, you may be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Services, 250Student Center, for discipline that can result in either a suspension or permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic dishonesty, but if you are not sure about whether something you are doing would be considered academic dishonesty, consult with the instructor.

Classroom Management Issues

Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of the University community. Incivility and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and may result in a request to leave class and referral to the office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline. Examples of inappropriate classroom conduct include repeatedly arriving late to class, using a cellular phone, or talking while other are speaking. You may access the Code online at www.emich.edu/sis
Student and Exchange Visitor Statement (SEVIS)

The Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requires F and J students report to the Office of International Students, 244 Student Center within 10 days of the event:


Changes in your name, local address, major field of study, or source of funding.


Changes in your degree-completion date.


Changes in your degree level (ex. Bachelors to Masters).


Intent to transfer to another school.

Prior permission from OIS is needed for the following:

Dropping ALL courses as well as carrying or dropping BELOW minimum credit hours.


Employment on or off-campus.

Registering for more than one ONLINE course per term (F-visa only)

Endorsing I-20 or DS-2019 for re-entry into the USA.

Failure to report may result in the termination of your SEVIS record and even arrest and deportation. If you have questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 487-3116, not your instructor.

Special Needs Accommodations

If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents policy #8.3 requires that you first register with the Access Services Office (ASO) in room 240K Student Center. You may contact ASO by telephone at 487-2470. Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with ASO promptly as you will only be accommodated from the date you register with them forward. No retroactive accommodations are possible.

	Date
	Topics to be studied
	Assessments

	Week 1

   Sept. 4


	Get acquainted with each other; get oriented to the course.  

An approach to vocabulary study. 


	

	Week 2

   Sept. 9, 11


	Summarizing articles; Vocabulary and paraphrasing; Structure of news articles vs. academic articles; Structure of oral presentations, introductions and body.


	Vocabulary Quiz #1



	Week 3

   Sept. 16, 18


	Presentations, in-class; Listening to informational programs for main ideas;

Pronunciation, thought groups.
	Rdg. Response #1

Presentation #1



	Week 4

   Sept. 23, 25


	Evaluating oral presentations; Presentation delivery skills;

Listening to informational programs and taking notes; Outlining.


	Listening #1

	Week 5

   Sept. 30, 2


	Small group discussion, roles and strategies;

Oral presentation, transitions and conclusions.


	Rdg. Response #2  Vocabulary Quiz #2

Pronunciation  #1

	Week 6

   Oct. 7, 9


	Presentations, in-class; Listening to informational programs, cont’d.; 

Vocabulary work.
	Presentation #2

	Week 7

   Oct. 14, 16


	Small group discussion revisited, more strategies;

Reading and outlining.
	Listening #2

	Week 8

   Oct.21, 23


	Pronunciation practice, stress & intonation in thought groups;

Group discussion; Vocabulary practice.
	Rdg. Response #3 Group Discussion #1

	Week 9

   Oct. 28, 30


	Presentation, using visuals;

Listening to academic lectures, structure. 
	Vocabulary Quiz #3

Pronunciation  #2

	Week 10

   Nov. 4, 6


	Listening to academic lectures, comprehension strategies;

Vocabulary work; Pronunciation practice.
	Presentation #3, out of class 

	Week 11

   Nov. 11, 13


	Structure of academic articles; 

Pronunciation practice, connected speech.
	Listening #3

	Week 12

   Nov. 18, 20


	Small group discussion revisited, more strategies;

Note-taking and outlining, revisited. 
	Rdg. Response #4

Pronunciation #3

Vocabulary Quiz #4

	Week 13

   Nov. 25, 27


	Catch-up

Thanksgiving Recess - NO CLASS on Thursday, Nov. 27th
	Group Discussion #2

	Week 14

   Dec. 2, 4


	Review; Listening to academic lecture; 

Begin presentations, in-class.
	Listening #4

Presentation #4



	Week 15

   Dec. 9


	Finish presentations, in-class. 
	Presentation #4, cont.



	Thursday

   Dec. 11
	Final Exam – Thursday 3:30-5:00 p.m.

(Listening #5 and Reading Response #5 and Vocabulary)
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