ESLN 410 Academic ESL Grammar

Course Syllabus

Class times:
MWF 2:00-2:50 



Location: Alexander 206  

Instructor: 
Dr. James Perren
 


Phone:   734-487-3346

Office:

323 Alexander 



Office hours: M/W 3:00-5:00

e-mail:

jperren@emich.edu



T/TH 2:00-500 and by appointment

Course description:  This course focuses on the knowledge and skills required to produce grammatically accurate coherent texts in extended academic oral and written discourse.  Students will practice less frequent verb tenses, verb tense sequencing, modifications to adjective and adverb clauses, and multiple forms of noun clauses in various complex sentences.

Course objectives:  by the end of this course, students will be able to:

· understand the connection between basic grammar and complex grammar

· identify advanced structures of grammar

· use complex grammatical structures with accuracy in written and spoken assignments

· develop strategies to self-correct grammatical errors

Text and Materials:

Grammar Sense 4 by Susan Kesner Bland, 2008. Oxford University Press.

One notebook for class use

Course Evaluation

Preparation and participation

10%

Assignments/projects


20%



Grammar Portfolio


20%

Quizzes



15%

Mid-term Exam


15%

Final Exam



20%

Grades are determined according to the following scale:

100- 94% = A

89 – 87%  = B+
79 – 77%  = C+

 93 – 90   = A-

86 – 84%  = B

76 – 74%  = C




83 – 80%  = B-
Students who earn less than a C must repeat this course.

Course Components:

Preparation and Participation

This class is designed more like a workshop than a lecture.  Students are expected to preview material before each class session so that they may actively participate in the class session.  Students will interact with the instructor and their classmates in pair, small group and whole class activities that give students the opportunity to practice and master grammatical structures.

Assignments/Projects

Students will complete homework and in-class assignments, as well as special projects (such as short presentations, group reports, web-based activities, etc.) that promote grammatical accuracy.

Grammar Portfolio
The Grammar Portfolios is a collection of student work using examples of the grammar points we are learning in class.  Students will include revised assignments throughout the semester in their portfolios, which will be evaluated near the end of the semester.

Quizzes

Students will be given both announced and unannounced quizzes on reading and homework assignments.

Mid-term and Final Exam

The mid-term and final exams will include both spoken and written sections and will focus on the students' ability to produce grammatically correct English on both specified topics and spontaneous speech.

Attendance

Class participation is a central focus of this class.  Students cannot participate if they are not present; therefore, attendance is very important.    If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what work was done in class and what work will be due for the next class session.  If you are absent on a test or quiz day, you will not be allowed to make-up the test/quiz unless you have made arrangements with the instructor prior to the test/quiz.  Late assignments will not be accepted unless you have made arrangements with the instructor prior to the due date.  If you are absent more than four times, your final course grade could be affected.

· Religious Holidays: Current University policy recognizes the rights of students to observe religious holidays.  You should provide notice to the instructor ahead of time and make up any missing work, including examination, as a result of your absence from class due to observance of religious holidays.  
· Academic Dishonesty. Academic dishonesty, including all forms of cheating and/or plagiarism, will not be tolerated in this class.  Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course.  In addition, you may be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline that may result in either a suspension or permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic dishonesty.  If you are not sure about whether something you are doing would be considered academic dishonesty, you may consult with the instructor or access the Student Conduct Code online at http://www.emich.edu/sjs/conductcode.html.

· Classroom Management.  Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of the University community.  Incivility and disruptive behavior will NOT be tolerated and will result in a request to leave class and referral to the Office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline.  Examples of inappropriate classroom conduct include repeatedly arriving late to class, using a cellular phone or any other technology device, or talking while others are speaking. To learn more about the Student Conduct Code, you may access it online at http://www.emich.edu/sjs/conductcode.html
· Special Needs Accommodations.  If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents Policy #8.3 requires that you first register with the Access Services Office (ASO) in Room 203, King Hall.  You may contact ASO by telephone at 487-2470.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with ASO promptly as you will only be accommodated from the date you register with them forward.  No retroactive accommodations are possible.

· Need extra help?  If you need assistance with the English language for course assignments, I encourage you to come to my office hours for help.  I also encourage you to visit the following centers with any questions or when you are not sure of a course assignment.
a) The International Student Resource Center (ISRC), located in Room 200 Alexander, is a tutoring center for any EMU international student seeking assistance with the English language for academic assignments. Students may go to the ISRC for assistance in reading and comprehending course materials, improving listening and note-taking skills, improving vocabulary and grammatical skills, assistance with writing assignments, comprehending academic expectations, improving academic communication, etc.  To make an appointment, email esl@emich.edu or call 734-487-0370.

b) Academic Projects Center, located in 104 Halle Library.  Writing consultants, librarian, and technologists are ready to help you with a writing assignment, provide specific suggestions to focus your research, and offer assistance with Microsoft Office or my.emich.  For more information, check out the website at http://www.emich.edu/apc/
Holman Learning Center, located in G04 Halle Library, provides free individual tutoring for 100/200 level classes.  To make an appointment, call 734-487-2133 or email at learning.center@emich.edu.
Special note for F and J visa students:  

You have 10 days to report any

1.  Changes in your name, residential address, academic status (full or part-time enrollment), program of study or completion date, student level (undergraduate to graduate) or funding source (employment or graduate assistant position).

2.  Intent to transfer to another university.

3.  Probation or disciplinary action due to a criminal conviction.

In accordance with new federal regulations, these must be reported to the EMU Office of International Students (OIS), 229 King Hall, within 10 days of occurrence; failure to do so may result in arrest and deportation.  You may not drop or withdraw from a course without OIS approval.  If you have questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 734-487-3116, not your instructor.

Tentative Schedule
	Week
	Topics 
	In the textbook

	Week 1

Sept. 5
	Introductions, Course Overview, Present Tense Verb Forms
	Chapter 1, Globalization and Language Learning

	Week 2

Sept. 8/10/12
	Past Perfect Tense

Past Perfect Continuous
	Chapter 2, Shifts in Time, editing

	Week 3

Sept. 15/17/19


	Future: Various Verb Forms for Planning, Scheduled Events, Predictions
	Chapter 3, writing predictions; future time expressions 

	Week 4

Sept. 22/24/26


	Quiz #1 on verb tenses                           Project #1

Begin Grammar Portfolio

Modals
	Chapter 4, supporting ideas with modal verbs

	Week 5

Sept. 29-Oct.1/3


	The Passive Construction;                         Project #2


	Chapter 5, Writing in an Academic Tone

	Week 6

Oct. 6/8/10


	Quiz #2- Modal Verbs and Passive

Noun Modifiers;                                        Project #3
	Chapter 6, Adding Details



	Week 7

Oct. 13/15/17


	Mid-term Exam; 

Articles and Determiners


	Chapter 7, Moving from General to Specific in Writing

	Week 8

Oct. 20/22/24


	Quantifiers;                                              Project #4


	Chapter 8, Analyzing Information

	Week 9

Oct. 27/29/31


	Quiz #3 on Noun Modifiers, Articles and Determiners, Quantifiers; Gerund and Infinitives
	Chapter 9, Survey Result Writing

	Week 10


	Relative Clause in Adjective Phrases;    Project #5


	Chapter 10, Adding Details

	Week 11
	Coordinating Conjunctions and Transitions;

Project #6
	Chapter 11, Organization and Clarification

	Week 12


	Quiz #4 on Gerunds and Infinitives, Relative Clauses, Coordination; Adverb Clauses and Phrases                                            Project #7
	Chapter 12, Argumentation



	Week 13 

   
	Conditionals
	Chapter 13, Persuasive Essays

	Week 14


	Noun Clauses and Reported Speech;

 Project #8
	Chapters 14 and 15, Clear Ideas And Different Viewpoints

	Week 15
	Wrap-up and Review;   Grammar Portfolio Due
	

	Final  Exam




