
FRNH 121-Beginning French 

Fall 2008 

Instructor:
Honorine NKANGA, Ph.D. 


Office: 319 Alexander


Phone# 487-3319


 E-mail—Hmbala@yahoo.com (temporary)


Class meetings: M, T, W, Th, F.  10:00-10:50—216 Alexander
Office Hours— M 12:00-1:30 PM, W 12:00-1:30, Th 12:00-1:00; F:12:00-1:00 and by appointment.
Required Text & Workbook/Lab Manual/CDs:  

Jarvis, et al. Invitation au monde francophone. Second edition. Thomson-Heinle, 2005.  2 “Text Audio CDs” are included with the textbook.

Invitation au monde francophone Cahier d’activités orales et écrites

Invitation au monde francophone: Lab Audio CDs.

This set of materials is the same as used for FRNH 122.

Description:  Four-skills approach to introductory French (speaking, listening, reading, writing). Course satisfies General Education foreign language requirement, Area I. This course requires daily practice and preparation using the textbook, the workbook, and the CDs. I suggest that you divide your preparation time into 15-30 minute blocks, working twice or three times daily. You will need to use self-discipline.

Evaluation:
Final grade will represent instructors’ judgment of student's achievement of course goals. The following criteria will be used:

Chapter Tests (7)
40%

Cahier d’activités orales et écrites (7)
10%

Class Participation
25%

Cultural activities online
10%

Vocabulary tests
15%

Turn in the completed Cahier pages the day of the chapter test. The test for Chapter 7 and exercises from previous chapters will constitute the Final Exam.

Attendance: Required of all students. If more than two absences are recorded, the participation grade will be reduced in proportion to the number of absences. You cannot succeed in this class without regular attendance.

Workbook (Cahier): You will do a lot of your listening comprehension and writing outside of class using the CDs and the workbook exercises. You will get full credit for the workbook by completing all the assigned exercises and turning them the day of the Chapter Exam. 

Class participation: Class participation constitutes 25%, and is absolutely essential to your learning process. Class attendance and class participation are two different things. If you attend class but do not participate actively in French during class time, you will receive a low or failing grade in that area. Class participation will also includes mini oral presentations to be done by all students throughout the semester. Topics and times will be assigned in class.

Internet activities: All students must complete the online “Cultural activities” which are offered for each chapter and will turn them in on the day of the chapter exam.
Tentative calendar: All these dates might be changed depending on circumstances such as weather problems, illness of instructor, adjusting to students needs. All this is taken into consideration in this tentative schedule.

General Education Guidelines for FRNH 121

Outcomes:

In a Foreign Language course, students will…

· Communicate at a basic functional level in a language other than their own native tongue.

In FRNH 121, students will begin to develop the four language skills—listening, speaking, reading, and writing—, as well as acquire a basic knowledge of the Francophone culture through grammatical and syntactical structures and vocabulary needed to function in a variety of real-life situations in French-speaking contexts abroad. Thus, they should be able to use these abilities and knowledge to understand, respond, describe, request, narrate, compare, read, and write in very simple language for everyday situations and undertakings; that is, they should be able to function cross-culturally at a basic level.

· Demonstrate a basic understanding of the relationship between culture and language.

The worldview of the people who live in a particular culture is inextricably woven in their language. In FRNH 121, students being to develop an awareness of French and other French-speaking cultures, of their particular worldview, and of their specific behaviors. In the field of foreign languages, culture is defined as the crossroads where perspectives (meanings, attitudes, values, ideas), practices (patterns of social interactions), and products (books, laws, foods, tools, etc.) meet.

Since language is the primary form of expression in society, it is used to convey cultural perspectives, and to conduct social interactions. Culture cannot be taught without reference to language, and language cannot be taught without reference to culture. As students learn more about the language and delve deeper into the linguistic similarities and differences between French and English, they increase their understanding of cultural similarities and differences, becoming more efficient interpreters of the target culture.

- Use basic forms and structures of a language in communicating in that language.

In FRNH 121, students will learn to use the basic grammatical structures and syntactical forms as well as the vocabulary for a host of present-day and real-life situations from requesting information while traveling abroad (asking for directions, ordering a meal finding a place to stay, shopping, banking, etc.) to making comments on university life in the U.S and abroad, and discussing topics  issues, albeit at an elementary level, such as the dangers to the environment, the positive and negative consequences of interpersonal relationships as well as current socio-economic and political and problems in the French-speaking world, comparing them to those of the U.S.
Goals and Objectives for FRNH 121

At the end of FRNH 121, students will be able to function at a basic level in French. They will also be familiar with several aspects of French and francophone cultures.

Preliminary Chapter: Premiers contacts.
Vocabulary: Introductions; classroom environment; basic etiquette.

Functions: Pronunciation; the alphabet; days of the week; numbers 0-31

Chapter 1: La Vie à l’université.

Vocabulary: Getting to know people.

Functions: nouns, and articles; first group (-er) verbs; basic questions, and negation.

Culture: The Baccalauréat, postsecondary education. Switzerland.

Integrated knowledge: Reading: favorite activities of a group of young students, writing: a short email to a classmate.

Chapter 2: Identité.

Vocabulary: Nationalities and professions.

Functions: Irregular verb to be, introduction to adjectives, numbers 30-100.

Culture: The French melting pot, French values, identity papers. Canada.

Integrations: Personal ID, writing a personal ID card, writing a letter of introduction to apply for an exchange program overseas.

Chapter 3: La famille et le logement.
Vocabulary: Housing, the rooms of the house, furniture. Family members.

Functions: Irregular verb avoir,  preposition de, possessive adjectives, prenominal adjectives.

Culture: Housing in France (house or apartment ?), French families. Louisiana.

Integrations: Writing: describing oneself, and writing about one’s family. 

Chapter 4: Bon voyage!
Vocabulary: Means of transportation, seasons, locations, activities, lodging.

Functions: Irregular verb aller, prepostions and places, numbers above 100, and ordinal numbers to 100.

Culture: Vacations. The Antilles. Tahiti.

Integration: Reading: a trip to the Antilles. Writing: a travel brochure.

Chapter 5: Bon appétit!

Vocabulary: Food and food stores.

Functions: Demonstrative adjectives, partitive, irregular verbs prendre and boire.

Culture: Meals in France. Haiti.

Integration: Reading: a French recipe. Writing: a restaurant review.
Chapter 6: Le cadre de vie.

Vocabulary: Country, city, neighbourhood. 

Functions: Prepositions, irregular verb faire, asking questions.

Culture: Transportation, cities and city life. Mauritania.

Integration: Reading: where to live? Writing: a 75-100 word promotional brochure on a French-speaking city.

Chapter 7: Le temps passe.

Vocabulary: Leisure activities: TV, cinema, theatre.

Functions: Time, past participle with avoir, irregular verb choisir.

Culture: French television. Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon.

Integration: Reading a French TV program; writing about American TV programming.

Academic dishonesty

Office of Student Judicial Services suggested language:

Academic dishonesty, including all forms of cheating and/or plagiarism, will not be tolerated in this class. Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course. In addition, you may be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Services for discipline that can result in either a suspension or permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic dishonesty, but if you are not sure about whether something you are doing would be considered academic dishonesty, consult with the instructor.

Classroom Management Issues

Office of Student Judicial Services suggested language:
Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of the University community. Incivility and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and may result in a request to leave class and referral to the office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline. Example of inappropriate classroom conduct include repeatedly arriving late to class, using a cellular phone, or talking while other are speaking. You may access the Code online at www.emich.edu/sis
Student and Exchange Visitor Statement (SEVIS)

Office of International Student suggested language:
The Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requires F and J students report to the Office of International Students, 229 King Hall within 10 days of the event:


Changes in your name, local address, major field of study, or source of funding.


Changes in your degree-completion date.


Changes in your degree level (ex. Bachelors to Masters).


Intent to transfer to another school.

Prior permission from OIS is needed for the following:

Dropping ALL courses as well as carrying or dropping BELOW minimum credit hours.


Employment on or off-campus.

Registering for more than one ONLINE course per term (F-visa only)

Endorsing I-20 or DS-2019 for re-entry into the USA.

Failure to report may result in the termination of your SEVIS record and even arrest and deportation. If you have questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 487-3116, not your instructor.

Special Needs Accommodations

Access Services suggested language:

If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents policy #8.3 requires that you first register with the Access Services Office (ASO) in room 203 King Hall. You may contact ASO by telephone at 487-2470. Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with ASO promptly as you will only be accommodated from the date you register with them forward. No retroactive accommodations are possible.

 Date
Material to Prepare
Présentation/Test
3 Septembre
Introduction/Test






4 Septembre
Chapitre 1

   


5 Septembre
Chapitre 1



 
8 Septembre
Chapitre 1



9 Septembre
Chapitre 1



10 Septembre
Chapitre 1



11 Septembre
Chapitre 1

 
12 Septembre
Chapitre 1


15 Septembre  Chapitre 1


 

16 Septembre
Chapitre 1

Test



17 Septembre
Chapitre 2



18 Septembre
Chapitre 2



19 Septembre
Chapitre 2

22 Septembre
Chapitre 2





23 Septembre
Chapitre 2

 
24 Septembre
Chapitre 2


25 Septembre
Chapitre 2

 

26 Septembre
Chapitre 2

 

29 Septembre  Chapitre 2

Test





30 Septembre
Chapitre 3



1 Octobre
Chapitre 3



2
Chapitre 3





3
Chapitre 3

6
Chapitre 3


7
Chapitre 3

 
8
Chapitre 3

 

 

9
Chapitre 3



10
Chapitre 3

Test

13
Chapitre 4

 




14
Chapitre 4

15
Chapitre 4

16
Chapitre 4

17

20
Chapitre 4

21
Chapitre 4

22
Chapitre 4


23
Chapitre 4

24
Chapitre 4

Test
27
Chapitre 5




28 
Chapitre 5

29
Chapitre 5

 
30
Chapitre 5

31
Chapitre 5

3 Novembre
Chapitre 5





4 
Chapitre 5





5
Chapitre 5

6
Chapitre 5

Test

7
Chapitre 6

10
Chapitre 6

 
11
Chapitre 6


12
Chapitre 6

13
Chapitre 6



14
Chapitre 6

17
Chapitre 6

18
Chapitre 6

19
Chapitre 6

Test



20
Chapitre 7


21
Chapitre 7



24
Chapitre 7

25
Chapitre 7


1 Décembre
Chapitre 7

2
Chapitre 7

3
Chapitre 7

4
Chapitre 7

5
Chapitre 7

Test


8/9
Revising sessions


11

Final examination: 9:30-11am
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