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Course Description

FLAN 179-0 Beginning Chinese I (3 credit hours, 1 semester)

This is the core course of FLAN-178-0 Beginning Chinese Writing I.  Students are strongly recommended to register for FLAN-179-0, Beginning Chinese I, and FLAN-178-0, Beginning Chinese Writing I simultaneously.  All students must be registered to attend the class.  No audit is permitted.
This is a 3-credit beginning level course in Modern Standard Mandarin Chinese for students with no or very little prior experience in the language. Native or near-native speakers of Chinese are not eligible for this course.

While the focus of this course leans heavier on the oral and reading skills, students will have training in writing as well.  Students learn to read and write simplified versions of characters used in mainland China. While the students are required to write simplified characters, they gain exposure to the traditional versions of characters from the character workbook.

Course Objectives and Expected Student Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to perform at the following levels on the scale developed by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages:

Speaking: Novice Mid.  Students are able to participate in basic communicative exchanges by relying heavily on memorized utterances and by expanding these through recombination.  Students can ask very simple questions or make statements involving learned material. Vocabulary centers on basic objects and activities.

Listening: Novice Mid/Novice High.  Students are able to understand learned utterances, particularly when context strongly supports understanding and speech is clearly audible.  Students can comprehend words and phrases from simple questions, statements, high-frequency commands and courtesy formulae. Such words or phrases may require repetition or rephrasing.  The listening content refers to basic personal background and needs, social conventions and routine tasks, such as receiving simple instructions, making an appointment.
Reading: Novice Mid/Novice High.  Students can read for instructional purposes standardized messages, where vocabulary has been learned, such as schedules, timetables. Students are able to understand main ideas and/or some facts from the simplest, specially-prepared connected texts dealing with basic personal and social needs.  Students can understand texts with high-frequency vocabulary and simple structure.

Writing:  Novice Low/Mid.  Approximately 250 content-based characters will be introduced.  Students can write frequently used memorized material, can partially supply basic information needed.

Required texts:  Available at the EMU Student Bookstore
· Yao & Liu (2005). Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 1 Textbook with Audio CDs (Simplified edition, 2nd Ed.) Boston: Cheng & Tsui Company.
· Yao & Liu (2005). Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 1 Workbook (Simplified edition, 2nd Ed.) Boston: Cheng & Tsui Company.
· Yao & Liu (2004). Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 1 Character Workbook (Traditional and Simplified character edition, 2nd Ed.) Boston: Cheng & Tsui Company.
Suggested supporting materials:

· Integrated Chinese Level 1, Part 1 (2005). Workbook DVDs, and Multimedia CD-ROMs accompanying the text materials.
· Concise English-Chinese Chinese-English Dictionary, Oxford University, 1999

Course Format:

While the focus of this course leans heavier on the oral and reading skills, students will have training in writing as well.  In this course, students will have daily training in speaking, listening, reading, and writing.  Students learn to read and write simplified versions of characters used in mainland China. While the students are required to write simplified characters, they gain exposure to the traditional versions of characters from the character workbook.

A minimum of 1 hour of individual lab work every week is expected outside of the class time. The department has a language lab located on the ground floor of the Alexander Music Building.  Lab hours will be announced in class when it becomes available.

Homework and quizzes are conducted on a regular basis to assess students’ progress. Classroom participation including content-based speaking, listening, reading, and writing will also be closely monitored and assessed.

FLAN 179-0 will cover the first 6 chapters of the text materials:  Introduction, Greetings, Family, Date and Time, Hobbies, and Visiting Friends.

Evaluation: Total 100%
Participation


15%

Quizzes/homework

40%

Dictations


  5%

Midterm exam


10%

Reading test


 5%

Oral presentation

10%

Final exam


15%

Participation:

The attendance is expected in this beginning course to encourage that students would make extra effort to come to class in order to have consistency in building the accumulative language skills for further study.  Unexcused tardiness and/or absences will impede a student’s grade for as high as one full scale in the final grading.
Students are expected to participate in China/Chinese-related activities organized by the instructor or school throughout the semester should such occasions arise.  (In this fall term, all students in the FLAN-179-0 class will participate in the “Poster Fair” during the International Students Education Week, for example.)
Throughout the semester, students will have numerous content-based “real life” role play or reading and writing occasions to demonstrate their understanding and application of the target language.

Quizzes and Homework:

Throughout the semester, students will be given quizzes and homework assignments to demonstrate their understanding of the target language as well as their ability to apply the content-based language skills to practice. No make-up quiz will be given without legitimate reasons or valid written proof.  Any make-up quiz shall be taken place within one week of absence.

The format for written assignments is double-spaced, by hand, must be legible and show reasonable effort.  The teacher will not accept computer generated homework assignments unless otherwise specified.
Oral Presentation:

Before the end of the semester, students are asked to give a brief presentation, based on topics in the textbook, to demonstrate the skills acquired in the target language. 

Grades:
100% - 94%
=
A
83%-80%
=
B-
69%-67%
=
D+

93%-90%
=
A-
79%-77%
=
C+
66%-64%
=
D

89%-87%
=
B+
76%-74%
=
C
63%-60%
=
D-

86%-84%
=
B
73%-70%
=
C-
less than 60%
=
E

Students must receive a letter grade C or greater to be allowed to register for the next class in sequence.

*********************************************************************
Special Note on Supplemental Instruction Leader Available to FLAN 179-0 Students:

Supplemental Instruction Leader (SIL) is a free academic support program which provides two to three fifty-minute group study sessions every week. SI sessions are designed to help students understand how to learn, as well as what to learn.  These sessions are led by a student who has been trained to facilitate these sessions, successfully completed the course and has been recommended by the professor.  SIL attend the class and meet weekly with the professor to review the material and its presentation in the sessions.  The sessions are focused on the specific needs of the course.  During these sessions, the SIL will review the course content, and present effective academic skills such as time management, note taking, test preparation and test taking strategies.

The benefits of Supplemental Instruction include:

· Proactive and participative study sessions 

· Efficient use of study time 

· Potential to earn higher grades 

· Opportunity to improve academic skills 

· Stimulate interest in the subject 

Up to three 50-minute SIL sessions will be offered, in conjunction with FLAN 178-0, each week in the fall 2008 term when the school is in session.

Ms. Carina Ice, the supplemental instructor, has provided the link for students interested in signing up for the SIL sessions at www.doodle.ch/z8vnhps559b9kq94 .  Please note that all SIL sessions will meet at the Halle Library until further notice.
FLAN 179-0 Fall 2008 Semester Schedule: The schedule listed here is for reference only.  The instructor shall reserve the right to amend proposed class content as she sees fit.

Week No. Class No.
Day of Week
Date

Proposed Content
01

01
Wednesday
Sept. 3

Introduction



02
Friday

Sept. 5

Introduction

02

03
Monday
Sept. 8

Introduction
Dictation


04
Wednesday
Sept.10
Introduction



05
Friday

Sept.12
Introduction


03

06
Monday
Sept.15
Lesson 1, D-I
Quiz #1


07
Wednesday
Sept.17
Lesson 1, D-II
HW D-I



08
Friday

Sept.19
Lesson 1, drill
Dictation
04

09
Monday
Sept.22
Lesson 1, drill
HW D-II


10
Wednesday
Sept.24
Lesson 1, workbook


11
Friday

Sept.26
Lesson 1
 Role Play
05

12
Monday
Sept.29
Lesson 2, D-I
Quiz #2


13
Wednesday
Oct.  1
Lesson 2, D-I&II HW


14
Friday

Oct. 3

Lesson 2, D-II
Dictation,HW
06

15
Monday
Oct. 6

Lesson 2, drill
HW


16
Wednesday
Oct. 8

Lesson 2, workbook



17
Friday

Oct.10

Lesson 2
Role Play
07

18
Monday
Oct.13

Midterm Exam 12:00 – 12:50 p.m.


19
Wednesday
Oct.15

Lesson 3, D-I
HW


20
Friday

Oct.17

Lesson 3, D-II
HW
08

21
Monday
Oct.20

Lesson 3, D-I,II Dictation


22
Wednesday
Oct.22

Lesson 3, drill
HW


23
Friday

Oct.24

Lesson 3, workbook
09

24
Monday
Oct.27

Lesson 3
Role Play



25
Wednesday
Oct.29

Lesson 4, D-I
Quiz #3


26
Friday

Oct.31

Lesson 4, D-II
HW
10

27
Monday
Nov. 3

Lesson 4, drill
Dictation


28
Wednesday
Nov. 5

Lesson 4, workbook


29
Friday

Nov. 7

Lesson 4
Role Play
11

30
Monday
Nov.10

International Student Week


31
Wednesday
Nov.12

International Student Week


32
Friday

Nov.14

International Student Week
12

33
Monday
Nov.17

Lesson 5, D-I
Quiz #4


34
Wednesday
Nov.19

Lesson 5, Dialogue HW


35
Friday

Nov.21

Lesson 5, Narrative HW
13

36
Monday
Nov.24

Lesson 5, drill
Dictation


no class
Wednesday
Nov.26

Happy Thanksgiving


no class
Friday

Nov.28

Happy Thanksgiving

14

37
Monday
Dec. 1

Lesson 5, workbook


38
Wednesday
Dec. 3

Lesson 5
Role Play


39
Friday

Dec. 5

Review Lessons 1-5
15

40
Monday
Dec. 8

Reading Test


41
Wednesday
Dec.10

Oral Presentation
11:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
Friday

Dec.12

Final Exam 
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