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BEGINNING GERMAN

GERN 121 (CRN 15707)

Fall 2008

Class hours:  MTWRF, 10:00-10:50

ROOM:  216 Alexander

Instructor:
Preston Woodward, MA.  

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Office:  Alexander ---

Phone:  (734) 487-----

E-Mail: -----------

Office Hours: ------- + (by appointment)

 

TEXTS AND REQUIRED MATERIALS

-Widmaier, Treffpunkt Deutsch, 5th ed.  Prentice Hall Copyright: 2008

ISBN13:  9780131955462 [textbook only]
-Prentrice Hall website: <http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_widmaier_treffpunkt_5 >
RECOMMENDED

- Zorah / Mellin, English Grammar for Students of German, 4th ed., Olivia Hill Press:  (2001).

ISBN 0-934034-31-1
-English-German / German-English Dictionary. Harper Collins: (1997) or later edition (Paperback)
COURSE DESCRIPTION

GERN 121 is a first semester course for students with no prior experience with the German language. It is designed to help you gain knowledge and ability in German through interactive learning.  This means that we will focus on helping you develop all 4 language skills:  speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The classroom community is a place where you interact in German and have the opportunity to master the basics of German grammar, vocabulary and culture through practice. In class you will communicate (almost) exclusively German, and you will spend more time using grammar principles than discussing them. Small group and partner activities in class are an excellent way to work toward these goals. Homework will involve grammar excercises, creative writing assignments, and preparing for exams and oral presentations. By the end of the semester you will have had the opportunity to acquire the linguistic skills and cultural knowledge to get along in a German-speaking country. Furthermore, you will have practiced vocabulary for communicating and writing in situations such as the following: introducing yourself; talking about the weather; student life; friends and leisure activities; likes and dislikes; family; shopping; your daily routine; giving commands; describing past events in a conversational setting, and much, much more.

In addition to these communicative skills appropriate for various real-life situations, you will gain cultural awareness, and understanding for customs and practices with respect to the German-speaking world. And perhaps most exciting of all, by the end of the semester, through hard work and determination, you can acquire the skills to converse in German and express yourself orally at the Novice-Mid to Novice-High levels based on standards set by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.*

KNOWLEDGE / SKILLS / OUTCOMES

GERN 121 students develop the four language skills—listening, speaking, reading, and writing—, as well as acquire a basic knowledge of the German-speaking cultures through grammatical  syntactical structures and vocabulary needed to function in a variety of real-life situations in German-speaking contexts in the U.S. and abroad. Thus they can use these abilities and this knowledge to understand, respond, describe, request, narrate, compare, read, and write in very simple language for everyday situations and undertakings; that is, they should be able to  function cross-culturally.

GERN 121 students understand early on that how language is the highest form of cultural expression, whereby they communicate and compare certain behaviors, customs, values, concepts, ideas, feelings, and emotions peculiar to everyday life and culture of the German-speaking world. They get glimpses into the ethnic, racial, and gender constructs and realities of the latter and how certain socio-economic and political, as well as geographic and historical, events influence language. They make comparisons between U.S. and German cultures and essentially understand how people think, react, and express themselves in similar but also different ways.

ASSESSMENT

Class Participation. During the semester there will be daily speaking, listening, reading, and/or writing assignments. These 4 skills are employed within a framework of exercises which target real-life activities. You will be evaluated on your ability to form and use the basic structures and vocabulary of German to communicate with cultural awareness in the German-speaking contexts described. These activities will be performed individually, in pairs, in small or large groups, or by the entire class. The criteria for evaluation will be a sliding numerical scale of competencies based on pronunciation, syntax, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, comprehensibility, relevancy, and appropriateness of response or any combination thereof. The ultimate goal of the assessment is to ensure that you are able to communicate as effectively and as successfully as possible and accomplish personal and interpersonal goals.

Homework Assignments.

Daily listening, speaking, reading and writing assignments will be given as homework during the term. These textbook, workbook, and online language laboratory assignments are designed to complement in-class activities and seek to develop and enhance your abilities to communicate and understand German in everyday situations for a variety of real-life purposes. Your work will be evaluated based on your oral and written responses and according to accuracy in an effective and culturally proper manner as outlined in the ACTFL standards for the Novice Low to Novice High levels. Use of the necessary forms and structures, as well as knowledge of and sensitivity to German-speaking cultures, will be a crucial part of that assessment.
Quizzes.

Several chapter quizzes will be given in class during the semester. The number of quizzes will not exceed 9 total (and the lowest grade will automatically be dropped). You will be required to demonstrate your knowledge of the forms, structures, and vocabulary of German as well as your familiarity of the basic concepts, customs, values, and behaviors of German-speaking cultures and peoples (e.g., the way to address and present oneself and others to German speakers).

Examinations. There will be six in-class written examinations during the term, each one covering the content of the chapter covered to the date of the exam. The exams assess your language skills in all four modalities—listening, speaking, reading, and writing—and the use of the forms, structures, and vocabulary of German and the practical and cultural themes relevant to the chapter. 

Additionally, an OPI (Oral Proficiency Interview), based on the ACTFL model and which comprises a 10 minute individual  discussion with the instructor, is administered at mid-term and at the end of the semester respectively. Since this is a proficiency exam, all linguistic and cultural knowledge learned thus far is evaluated. (Oral proficiency is practiced on a daily basis in classroom partner and group exercises, as well as in daily interaction with the instructor.)

Oral Presentations.
You will do two short oral presentations during the semester. The purpose of these presentations is to build confidence in presentational skills, encourage participation in German by providing a forum in which to use the language in a formal setting,  apply linguistic skills and newly-learned phrases and vocabulary in a pre-determined context, and to provide a situation in which to measure linguistic competencies.

Possible themes include:

a) describe your best friend, your family or a family member

b) discuss personal hobbies and interests

c) describe your living environment using descriptive adjectives and appropriate vocabulary

The presentation should be between 3-5 minutes in length.  You  may not read the presentation but can use cue cards. Considerable points will be deducted from your grade if you read your presentation. You are evaluated using numerical values based on your proficiency level and the use of targeted vocabulary, as well as on general  presentational skills and preparedness.

Essays.
You will demonstrate writing proficiency through the writing of two  short  essays, one at mid-term, and one at the end of the semester. Evaluation will be based on a numerical scale based on the writing proficiency guidelines according to the ACTFL scale for the Novice Low  to Novice High levels. Students will choose their topics from the learned topics and vocabulary appropriate for that period in the semester.
COURSE ASSESSMENT SUMMARY BY PERCENTAGE.

Attendance (10%)

This course consists of 3 regular class meetings per week. Given the goals of the course it is imperative that you attend all classes.  You are allowed 2 unexcused absences with no questions asked. Beginning with the 3rd and each successive unexcused absence, your grade will be negatively impacted. Attendance is taken at each class meeting! Excused absences include: documented illness, death in the immediate family, participation in a university-sponsored  event, etc. If you know in advance that you will miss a class please notify me via email, or telephone during my office hours.

Participation (10%)

Learning a foreign language well requires continuous and consistent preparation. Active participation is also a vital component. Expect to interact and participate on a regular basis. You will earn from 0 to 10 participation points per day. 

Homework (10%)

You are responsible for the homework assigned regardless of whether you are in class. Late homework will be accepted for credit only in the instance of an excused absence or otherwise according to my discretion. It is important that homework is completed by the date for which it is assigned, and that you come to class prepared for the each lesson. Current homework assignments will always be posted to the Webcaucus after each class meeting. These assignments include: regular chapter readings; grammar exercises (written or online); and Webcaucus assignments.

Webcaucus:

In order to access the Webcaucus, you must have an active emich.edu email account. You can access the Webcaucus from the emich.edu homepage or simply go to <http://webcaucus.emich.edu>. If you are using Webcaucus for the first time, just enter your my.emich.edu username and password in the Webcaucus login box, and follow the prompts from there. Otherwise, please see the attached image capture information for how to logon]. The conference for this course is named:

GERN121_BeginningGerman_FALL_07

Webcaucus writing assignments are a great way to prepare for the two “essays” that you will write throughout the semester, as well as for the essay part of the chapter tests. Furthermore, they help to improve your writing proficiency.

Essays: (15%)

Throughout the semester you will write two (2) essays, each of which must be typed, double-spaced, and comprise between 150 minimum and 200 words maximum.  The essay will target vocabulary, grammar, and cultural content which will be appropriate at the time that it is assigned. Writing exercises that are assigned in class or as homework, plus Webcaucus entries online, may be used as a basis for the essays.
Reports (10%)

You will also give two (2) short reports based on readings, vocabulary and your selection of topics from the list of possible themes. These are to be delivered in front of the class.  You may use notes or note cards as a guide, but the reports are not to be read aloud from a prepared text. In case of the latter, significant points will be deducted from your score.

Quizzes (10%)

Quizzes shall be given announced or unannounced. There are no make-ups for quizzes unless you have an excused, documented absence. A missed quiz automatically receives a failing grade. The lowest quiz grade of the semester will be dropped.  

Tests (20%)

Tests will comprise chapter tests as well as the Oral Midterm. Tests can be made up only in the case of a documented, excused absence. A missed test is a failing grade!

Final Oral Exam (15%)

The Oral Final Exam (15%) will be scheduled as closely to finals week as possible. You will schedule an individual 10 minute appointment. The Final Oral Exam is conducted in my office (Alexander 337). Failure to appear at the scheduled time results in a failing grade.

COURSE EVALUATION SUMMARY

-Attendance



10%

-Homework      


10%

-Participation   


10%

-Essays  



15%

-Reports         


10%

-Quizzes



10%

-Chapter tests (+ Oral Midterm)
20%

-Final Oral Exam


15%

GRADING SCALE

A

= 94-100               

A-

= 90-93

B+

= 87-89

B

= 83-86

B-

= 80-82

C+

= 77-79

C

= 73-76

C-

= 70-72

D+

= 67-69

D

= 63-66

D-

= 60-62            

F

= 59 and below

_____________________________________
*ACTFL GUIDELINESs: Speaking—NOVICE  LEVEL

General Description

The Novice level is characterized by the speaker's ability to:

communicate minimally in highly predictable common daily situations with previously learned words and phrases.

Novice-Low
Understanding is limited to occasional isolated words, such as cognates, borrowed words, and high-frequency social conventions. Essentially no ability to comprehend even short utterances.

Novice-Mid
Able to understand some short, learned utterances, particularly where context strongly supports understanding and speech is clearly audible. Comprehends some words and phrases from simple questions, statements, high-frequency commands and courtesy formulae about topics that refer to basic personal information or the immediate physical setting. The listener requires long pauses for assimilation and periodically requests repetition and/or a slower rate of speech.

Novice-High
Able to understand short, learned utterances and some sentence-length utterances, particularly where context strongly supports understanding and speech is clearly audible. Comprehends words and phrases from simple questions, statements, high-frequency commands, and courtesy formulae. May require repetition, rephrasing, and/or a slowed rate of speech for comprehension.

For more information see:
http://www.sil.org/lingualinks/LANGUAGELEARNING/OtherResources/ACTFLProficiencyGuidelines/contents.htm
_____________________________________
ADDENDA

Majors and Minors Teaching Candidates

You must collect and save  samples of your German assignments and work (tests, quizzes, journals,  reports, papers etc.) of this class for your future senior portfolio.

Academic dishonesty

Office of Student Judicial Service:

Academic dishonesty, including all forms of cheating and/or plagiarism, will not be tolerated in this class. Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course. In addition, you may be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Services for discipline that can result in either a suspension or permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic dishonesty, but if you are not sure about whether something you are doing would be considered academic dishonesty, consult with the instructor.

Classroom Management Issues

Office of Student Judicial Services:
Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of the University community. Incivility and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and may result in a request to leave class and referral to the office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline. Example of inappropriate classroom conduct include repeatedly arriving late to class, using a cellular phone, or talking while other are speaking. You may access the Code online at www.emich.edu/sis
Student and Exchange Visitor Statement (SEVIS)

Office of International Student:
The Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requires F and J students report to the Office of International Students, 244 Student Center, within 10 days of the event:


Changes in your name, local address, major field of study, or source of funding.


Changes in your degree-completion date.


Changes in your degree level (ex. Bachelors to Masters).


Intent to transfer to another school.

Prior permission from OIS is needed for the following:

Dropping ALL courses as well as carrying or dropping BELOW minimum credit hours.


Employment on or off-campus.

Registering for more than one ONLINE course per term (F-visa only)

Endorsing I-20 or DS-2019 for re-entry into the USA.

Failure to report may result in the termination of your SEVIS record and even arrest and deportation. If you have questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 487-3116, not your instructor.

Special Needs Accommodations

If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents policy #8.3 requires that you first register with the Access Services Office (ASO) in room 203 King Hall. You may contact ASO by telephone at 487-2470. Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with ASO promptly as you will only be accommodated from the date you register with them forward. No retroactive accommodations are possible.

_____________________________________
Further Announcements for German Majors and German Teacher Candidates

New Assessment Guidelines based on National College Accreditation for Teacher Education (NCATE) and American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), require that foreign language students at EMU fulfill the following:

1) A. All students in GERN343 online STAMP Test (reading, writing, speaking)  during   Nov. 5-9.2007 (free) in Alexander computer lab 

B. All students at end of GERN 344 or beginning 400-level online STAMP TEST


     Wi 2008   TBA   (free)   

2) German majors and teacher candidates: Establish an online portfolio with LIVE.TEXT (students pay for set-up through COE; for training session contact Amy…………….) to upload samples of assignments, papers, quizzes, etc. from all levels of courses

3) German majors and teacher candidates: Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) 

A. Diagnostic interview at end of 300/beginning 400-level (recommended for all students)

B. Exit interview before student teaching (major and minor teacher candidates) or end of 400-level courses (through ACTFL, fee paid by students)

SYLLABUS / SEMESTERPLAN

GERN 121 (CRN 15707)
Fall 2008

 

Abbreviations / Translations
-K = Kapitel = (Chapter)
-Ü = Übungen = (Exercises)

-TD = Treffpunkt Deutsch (16 pp. per week) = (Course Text Book)

-AB = Arbeitsbuch (9 pp./week) = (Workbook)
-S = Seite = (Page)

-WEB-C = Webcaucus
-Woche = (Week)
-Im Unterricht = what we will do during class
-Hausaufgaben = homework, what your assignment for the following class will be

-Aufsatz = Essay

Days of the Week:

-Mo. = Montag = Monday

-Di. = Dienstag = Tuesday

-Mi. = Mittwoch = Wednesday

-Do. = Donnerstag = Thursday

-Fr. = Freitag = Friday

________________________________________________

1. WOCHE

Mi.  3. September

IM UNTERRICHT

Willkommen!  Einleitung in den Kurs; Einander kennenlernen.

-TD- S. 1-11; Einleitungskapitel, Erste Kontakte beginnen; Greetings, Alphabet, Numbers, Saying Good-Bye.

Do. 4. September

Fr.  5. September

IM UNTERRICHT

-TD, S. 1-5, Dialogues, Du vs. Sie, Numbers;

-AB, S. 253, Sample listening exercise;

-TD, S. 5-8, Numbers + Alphabet + Übungen;

-TD, S. 5-10, Numbers + Alphabet + Übungen = Partner work
-Wiederholung, Erste Kontakte, Review Greetings, Good-bye’s, Numbers, Alphabet, Introduce yourself.

HAUSAUFGABEN

-TD, S. 11, Wortschatz I lernen; Ü (E-18-19);

-TD, S. 1-7. Familiarize yourself with the text and materials, Dialogues: Du vs. Sie, Numbers.
-Familiarize yourself with the Prentice Hall website <http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_widmaier_treffpunkt_5 >
-TD, S. 5-10 lesen, Learn the Numbers;

-AB, S. 2, Ü (E-1);
-TD, S. 11, Wortschatz lernen (learn vocabulary)! 
 ___________________________________________________

2. WOCHE

Mo. 8. September

Di. 9. September -  QUIZ, Erste Kontakte
Mi. 10. September – Begin Chapter 1

Do. 11. September 

Fr. 12. September

____________________________________________________

3. WOCHE

Mo. 15. September

Di. 16. September

Mi. 17. September

Do. 18. September

Fr. 19. September – TEST I, (Einleitungskapitel + Kapitel 1)

____________________________________________________

4. WOCHE

Mo. 22. September – Begin Chapter 2
Di. 23. September

Mi. 24. September

Do. 25. September

Fr. 26. September - QUIZ
____________________________________________________

5. WOCHE

Mo. 29. September

Di. 30. September

Mi. 1. Oktober

Do. 2. Oktober

Fr. 5. Oktober 
____________________________________________________

6. WOCHE

Mo. 6. Oktober  – TEST 2, Kapitel 2
Di. 7. Oktober

Mi. 8. Oktober

Do. 9. Oktober

Fr. 10. Oktober – AUFSATZ I   [Essay I is due]
 ____________________________________________________

  
7. WOCHE

Mo. 13. Oktober

Di. 14. Oktober

Mi. 15. Oktober

Do. 16. Oktober

Fr. 17. Oktober – TEST 3, Kapitel 3
 ____________________________________________________

  
8. WOCHE

Mo. 20. Oktober – Begin Kapitel 4

Di. 21. Oktober

Mi. 22. Oktober – PRESENTATION I begins

Do. 23. Oktober – PRESENTATION I

Fr. 24. Oktober – PRESENTATION I
 

____________________________________________________  

9. WOCHE

Mo. 27. Oktober – PRESENTATION I - final date

Di. 28. Oktober

Mi. 29. Oktober

Do. 30. Oktober

Fr. 31. Oktober 
____________________________________________________  

10. WOCHE

Mo. 3. November

Di. 4. November

Mi. 5. November

Do. 6. November

Fr. 7. November – TEST 4, Kapitel 4
__________________________________________________  

11. WOCHE

Mo. 10. November – Begin Chapter 5

Di. 11. November

Mi. 12. November

Do. 13. November

Fr. 14. November

____________________________________________________ 

       

12. WOCHE

Mo. 17. November

Di. 18. November

Mi. 19. November – TEST 5, Kapitel 5 (Take home).
Do. 20. November – Begin Chapter 6
Fr. 21. November
 ____________________________________________________  

13. WOCHE

Mo. 24. November

Di. 25. November – AUFSATZ II due
Mi. 26. November –  KEIN UNTERRICHT – THANKSGIVING!
Do. 27. November – KEIN UNTERRICHT – THANKSGIVING!
Fr. 28. November – KEIN UNTERRICHT – THANKSGIVING!
____________________________________________________  

14. WOCHE

Mo. 1. Dezember 

Di. 2. Dezember

Mi. 3. Dezember – ORAL FINAL BEGINS

Do. 4. Dezember – ORAL FINAL
Fr. 5. Dezember – ORAL FINAL /  PRESENTATIONS
 ____________________________________________________  

15. WOCHE

Mo. 8. Dezember – ORAL FINAL /  PRESENTATIONS

-WIEDERHOLUNG, Kapitel 6

Di. 9. Dezember – ORAL FINAL /  PRESENTATIONS

-WIEDERHOLUNG, Kapitel 6

Mi. 10. Dezember  –  LAST CLASS

-WIEDERHOLUNG, Kapitel 6

Do. 11. Dezember – BEGIN FINALS WEEK
Fr. 12. Dezember – GERN 121 FINAL EXAM, 9:30 - 11:00 [TEST 6, Kapitel 6 only]

So. 14. Dezember – Commencement

Do. 18. Dezember – Fall Semester Closes
 ____________________________________________________  

