
Kubota Fall 2008


JPNE 121-001 Beginning Japanese [CRN 12103]
MTWRF 10:00-10:50 am / Alexander 204
Syllabus
Instructor:
Sayuri Kubota　

Email: 
skubota@emich.edu

Office:
343 Alexander Music Building

Office Phone:
(734) 487-0191 / (to leave message 487-0130)

Office Hours:
M/T/W/R  11:00 – 11:30 and M/W  2:00 – 3:30
                               Or by appointment
Goals of the course:

This course aims at developing Japanese proficiency, cultural understanding and   appropriate communication strategies at the survival level.

Functional Goals include:

Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:


(1) Read and write Hiragana, Katakana and 29 Kanji characters;

 
(2) Greet people appropriately;

 
(3) Counting from 0-100,000;

 
(4) Tell/ask time and telephone numbers;


(5) Talk about yourself using simple sentences;

 
(6) Buy/sell things at a store;

 
(7) Make a date/appointment;

 
(8) Describe your day;

 
(9) Ask/answer simple questions;

 
(10) Describe where things are; and more.

Evaluation Scheme:

Daily Quizzes
(Kana/ Vocab./Kanji)
20%

Hiragana & Expression Test

4%

Review Tests



21% (3 times x 7% each)

Oral Assessment


15% (3 times x 5 % each)

Final Examinations


20% (10% Written, 10% Oral)

Homework Assignments

10%

Classroom Performance & Effort
10% (including attendance)

Grade Scale:

A
92% and above
 B-
80-82%
  D+
   67-69%

A-
89-91%

 C+
77-79%
  D
   63-66%

B+
86-88%

 C
73-76%
  D-
   60-62%

B
83-85%
             C-
70-72%             E
   59% and below

Learning Materials: 

Genki I (Textbook): An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese Vol. I.
Genki I (Workbook): An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese Vol. I.
(Textbook and workbook are available at EMU Bookstore in the Student Center.)

Genki CDs

The Genki CDs are available via EMU-online (http://www.emuonline.edu).  To access EMU-online, you have to register and create your own user name and password.  See the handout entitled “eCompanion Access and Technical Support” for further instruction.  Once you properly registered and accessed EMU-online website, you can find “JPNE Genki” under the Course List in Fall 2008 Web Enhancements.  Please make sure that you can access EMU-online (JPNE Genki) as soon as the semester starts. You can also borrow the CDs from the EMU Japanese section, but you must return them at the end of the semester.  If you lose, damage, or fail to return CDs, you will be charged $15 per CD.

Useful Websites:

The following websites have useful online exercises for students who are using Genki.

<http://www.genki-online.com/>
<http://genki.japantimes.co.jp/self/wwwkanji.html>  
<http://www.lyon.edu/webdata/users/mpeek/japanwebpages/GenkiExercises.htm>
<http://www.csus.edu/indiv/s/sheaa/projects/genki/index.html>
<http://kanjialive.lib.uchicago.edu/main.php?page=overview&lang=en>
Expectations: 

(1) Preview the section of the lesson that will be covered on a particular day by listening to the Genki CD;

(2) Show us what you know about Japanese in class (grammar, vocabulary, etc.); and

(3) Show us what you CAN DO in Japanese in class by means of responding to the instructor’s questions (drill practice) and interacting with your classmates in Japanese in role-playing.

Making up missed classes: Those who have missed classes should come see the instructor during the office hours as soon as possible. No special individual make-up sessions will be offered outside our office hours. Your 5 lowest vocabulary quiz marks will be discarded from our database before the final grade calculation. If you have missed any tests, including oral assessments, you need to contact the instructor, and make an appointment/arrangement to take the test as soon as possible. Otherwise your grade will be severely affected. If your absence is due to an official business, which is supported by other professors, coaches, departments, or government officials, please submit a signed letter from them to the instructor as soon as possible.

Submitting Your Homework: Please submit your homework on the due date by placing it on the instructor’s desk in the classroom before the class starts.  Late submission of homework will result in point reduction. There will be a 10% reduction on the next day of the due date, 20% on the third day, 30% on the forth day, and up to 100 % reduction.  You may place your late homework into the envelope located on the door of my office (Alexander 343) when we don’t have class.  Please don’t forget to write the DATE and TIME you submit your late homework if you use the late-homework envelope.

Classroom Manners: Let’s respect each other and follow the university regulations.  
In addition, please DO NOT:
(1) Eat or drink during classroom instruction;

(2) Chew gum during classroom instruction;
(3) Leave classroom without consulting your instructor;

(4) Use a ballpoint pen for quizzes, exams, and homework (unless it is completely erasable);
(5) Talk in English during classroom instruction unless instructed to do so; and
(6) Sit with your legs crossed (which is considered BAD MANNERS in the classroom situation as well as business situation.)
Also,

(7) Please take off your hats/caps in the classroom (unless you have a medical or a religious reason to keep them on).
Class Cancellation: In case of sever weather conditions such as an ice storm and a snowstorm, classes maybe cancelled. In such a case, please consider that the classroom instruction scheduled for that day is done and study by yourself at home. The instructor will go over the missed part with you later. If a quiz or a test is schedule on that day, it will be given to you in the next class. If you have any questions, please contact the instructor via email. 

Letters of Recommendation: If you need a letter of recommendation, please give me enough time to prepare.  I may not be able to do it if the deadline is within 7 days from your request. Please also provide all the necessary information (what is it for, what kind of things need to be included or emphasized, etc.) about the letter, and complete the part on the form, if any, which you are supposed to fill out..
Your Computer and the Japanese Font System:  

Windows 95, 98, 2000 users need to install the Japanese font system called Global IME from the Windows website.  Windows XP includes files for East Asian Languages (You may need to install the files from the XP’s CD).  Check the following website for further instruction：
<http://newton.uor.edu/Departments&Programs/AsianStudiesDept/Language/index.html>
or <http://nihongo-ok.com/>
The newer Macintosh computers (with OS 9 or newer) are equipped with the Japanese font system. If your Mac is running OS X, go to ‘System Preference’ -> ‘International’ -> ‘Input Menu’ and select the Japanese Input Method (Kotoeri).  OS 9 users need to install the Japanese Language Kit from the OS 9 CD.  See <http://www.nihongoweb.com/Computing/JLK.html>.

To International Students:

F and J visa students have 10 days to report any:

· Changes in your name, residential address, academic status (full or part-time enrollment), program of study or completion date, student level (undergraduate to graduate), or funding source (employment or graduate assistant position).

· Intent to transfer to another university.

· Probation or disciplinary action due to a criminal conviction.

In accordance with federal regulations, these must be reported to the EMU Office of International Students (OIS), 229 King Hall within 10 days of occurrence; failure to do so may result in arrest and deportation.  You may not drop or withdraw from a course without OIS approval. If you have any questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 487-3116.
TIPS for a successful semester:

* Learning Japanese is like running a marathon. You need to pace yourself. You need to plan your time so that you are able to study at least 1 hour everyday outside class.
* It is very important that you listen to the CD. Accurate output (speaking) depends on accurate input (listening).
* Don't be afraid of making mistakes. You need to be able to laugh at yourself sometimes. You learn a lot more from your mistakes. It’s just a learning process. Relax and try to find a joy of learning Japanese.
Tentative Schedule

	Date
	Lesson
	Date
	Lesson

	9/3 (W)
	Introduction
	10/27 (M)
	L2 Review Test

	9/4 (Th)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	10/28 (Tu)
	L2 Oral Assessment

	9/5 (F)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	10/29 (W)
	Lesson 3

	9/8(M)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	10/30 (Th)
	Lesson 3

	9/9 (Tu)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	10/31 (F)
	Lesson 3

	9/10 (W)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	11/3 (M)
	Lesson 3

	9/11 (Th)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	11/4 (Tu)
	Lesson 3

	9/12 (F)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	11/5 (W)
	Lesson 3

	9/15 (M)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	11/6 (Th)
	Lesson 3

	9/16 (Tu)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	11/7 (F)
	Lesson 3

	9/17 (W)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	11/10 (M)
	Lesson 3

	9/18 (Th)
	Hiragana / Expressions
	11/11 (Tu)
	Lesson 3

	9/19 (F)
	Hiragana / Expressions Test
	11/12 (W)
	Lesson 3

	9/22(M)
	Lesson 1
	11/13 (Th)
	Lesson 3

	9/23 (Tu)
	Lesson 1
	11/14 (F)
	Lesson 3

	9/24 (W)
	Lesson 1
	11/17 (M)
	L3 Review Test

	9/25 (Th)
	Lesson 1
	11/18 (Tu)
	L3 Oral Assessment

	9/26 (F)
	Lesson 1
	11/19 (W)
	Lesson 4

	9/29 (M)
	Lesson 1
	11/20 (Th)
	Lesson 4

	9/30 (Tu)
	Lesson 1
	11/21 (F)
	Lesson 4

	10/1 (W)
	Lesson 1
	11/24 (M)
	Lesson 4

	10/2 (Th)
	Lesson 1
	11/25 (Tu)
	Lesson 4

	10/3 (F)
	Lesson 1
	11/26 (W)

~30 (Sun)
	Thanksgiving Recess

	10/6 (M)
	L1 Review Test
	12/1 (M)
	Lesson 4

	10/7 (Tu)
	L1 Oral Assessment
	12/2 (Tu)
	Lesson 4

	10/8 (W)
	Lesson 2
	12/3 (W)
	Lesson 4

	10/9 (Th)
	Lesson 2
	12/4 (Th)
	Lesson 4

	10/10 (F)
	Lesson 2
	12/5 (F)
	Lesson 4

	10/13 (M)
	Lesson 2
	12/8 (M)
	Lesson 4

	10/14 (Tu)
	Lesson 2
	12/9 (Tu)
	Lesson 4

	10/15 (W)
	Lesson 2
	12/10 (W)
	Lesson 4

	10/16 (Th)
	Lesson 2
	12/12 (F)

9:30-11:00
	Final Exam

	10/17 (F)
	Lesson 2
	
	

	10/20 (M)
	Lesson 2
	
	

	10/21 (Tu)
	Lesson 2
	
	

	10/22 (W)
	Lesson 2
	
	

	10/23 (Th)
	Lesson 2
	
	

	10/24 (F)
	Lesson 2
	
	


JPNE121           Tri-Weekly Schedule      (9/3　～　9/19)

*Please bring your textbook, workbook, and handouts to class everyday.
*Please use a pencil and an eraser for quizzes, exams, and homework.

	Date
	Class 
	Homework
(Due date)
*Due in class
	Quiz



	9/3 (W)
	Introduction 

           &

Useful Expressions

(Textbook pp. 6-8)
	
	

	9/4 (Th)
	Hiragana あ～そ 
	
	

	9/5 (F)
	Review あ～そ 

           &

Useful Expressions
	Hiragana handout 1

あ～そ
	Hiragana Quiz 1
あ～そ

	9/8 (M)
	Hiragana た～ほ
	
	

	9/9 (Tu)
	Review あ～ほ 

            &

Useful Expressions
	Hiragana handout 2

た～ほ
	Hiragana Quiz 2

あ～ほ

	9/10 (W)
	Hiragana ま～ん
	
	

	9/11 (Th)
	Review あ～ん 

              &

Useful Expressions
	Hiragana handout 3

ま～ん
	Hiragana Quiz 3

あ～ん

	9/12 (F)
	Diacritical Marks 

               &

Long Vowels
	
	

	9/15 (M)
	Double Consonants 

              &

Useful Expressions
	Workbook p110
	Hiragana Quiz 4

(Diacritical Marks) 

	9/16 (Tu)
	Contracted Sounds 

                    &

Useful Expressions
	
	Hiragana Quiz 5

(Long Vowels)



	9/17 (W)
	Review of Hiragana

&  Useful Expressions
	Workbook p111
	Hiragana Quiz 6

(Double Consonants)

	9/18 (Th)
	Review of Hiragana

&  Useful Expressions
	Workbook pp. 11-12
	Hiragana Quiz 7

(Contracted Sounds)

	9/19 (F)
	TEST

(Hiragana & Expressions)
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