JPNE 343 Japanese Composition, Fall 2008

Syllabus

(Subject to change)

Instructor: 
Dr. Hitomi Oketani, hoketani@emich.edu, (734) 487- 0130 / 3347

Office:

Alexander Bldg. Room 340

Office Hours:
M: 5:45-7:15 pm, T&R: 3:00-4:00pm, 5:15-5:30 pm & 6:45-7:15 pm

Course Description:

This course is designed to upgrade students' Japanese language proficiency in composition, based on the process writing approach in which writers ask themselves not only questions about purpose and audience, but also questions on writing creatively.  In this process, students should not expect that their works are perfect from the first stage.  With the consultation of and interaction with the instructor and peers, students revise their works as extensively as they wish.  While going through these revising activities, students discover new ideas, new vocabulary, new grammar, new sentences and new expressions while stimulating their interests and motivation.  After the completion of this course, students will be able to express their feelings within a range of advanced accuracy.  Writing is organized by the following process: 1) choose a topic and read and discuss the draft with classmates and the instructor for comments and suggestions, 2) start writing, 3) get consultation from the instructor and revise until satisfied, and 4) make a final copy. 

Textbook:

Chinami, K. & Uegaki, Y. (2000). Reading and Writing in Japanese for Beginners. ALC.

References:

Banno, E., Ohno, Y., Sakane, Y., and Shinagawa, C. (1999). An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese GENKI Vol. I & II., Tokyo: The Japan Times.

Classroom Rules:

Classroom instruction will be conducted mainly in Japanese.  Students are expected to abide by the university regulations.  Academic honesty and appropriate classroom behavior are basic norms to support learning for everyone.  Eating, drinking, chewing gum, and destructive behavior will not be tolerated during classes.

Make-up Policy:

There will be no make-up sessions.  If you know when you will be absent, inform the instructor in advance.   When you have to miss a class due to reasons such as illness, legal responsibilities, and official business, submit a document with an appropriate signature and telephone number to your instructor as soon as possible.  Only in the case, you can take make-up quizzes or tests.

Grades:



Essay Quizzes 


-----------------------------
32% (4% each)

4 Compositions


-----------------------------
24% (6% each)

4 Tests 



-----------------------------
24% (6% each)

Final Exam 



-----------------------------
10%

Instructor's evaluation (i.e. classroom performance, effort, etc.) 
10%

Each composition will be marked according to the following criteria:


(1) content (2) correctness (3) sentence variety (4) organization

Grade Scale:


A: 93% and above
A-: 90 - 92%
B+: 87 - 89%
B: 83 - 86%
B-: 80 - 82%


C+: 77 - 79%

C: 73 - 76%
C-: 70 - 72%
D+: 67 - 69%
D: 63 - 66%


D-: 60 - 62%

E: below 59%



Course Schedule:

I. Orientation

Pre-test & Self-Introduction

1. 9/4 Th 

Orientation, Pre-test, Information gathering for Composition #1,




Open EMU e-mail account 

II. Composition 1: 説明文 – Description (using email & 原稿用紙)

2. 9/9 T

Composition 1-1 Overview

3. 9/11
Th

Composition 1-2, 原稿用紙の使い方

4. 9/16 T

Composition 1-3, Textbook (1, 2, 3)




Essay Quiz #1 「日本の会社員」（『げんき』第8課 290 ページ）
5. 9/18 Th

Composition 1-4, Textbook (6)

6. 9/23 T

Composition 1-5, Textbook (10)




Essay Quiz #2 「かさじぞう」（『げんき』第10課 303 ページ）
7. 9/25 Th

Test 1 (Due: Composition #1)

III. Composition 2: 創作文– Creative Writing

8. 9/30 T

Composition 2-1, Overview

9. 10/2 Th

Composition 2-2, 文体について
10. 10/7 T

Composition 2-3, Textbook (12)




Essay Quiz #3 「七夕」（『げんき』第12課 313 ページ）
11. 10/9 Th

Composition 2-4, Textbook (15)

12. 10/14 T

Composition 2-5, Textbook (16)




Essay Quiz #4「日本の食べ物」（『げんき』第13課 247 ページ）
13. 10/16 Th

Test 2 (Due: Composition #2)

IV. Composition 3. プロジェクトワーク– Project Work

14. 10/21 T

Composition 3-1, Overview

15. 10/23 Th

Composition 3-2, Textbook (5, 8)

16. 10/28 T

Composition 3-3, Textbook (14)




Essay Quiz #5 「日本の電車」（『げんき』第13課 249 ページ）
17. 10/30 Th

Composition 3-4, Textbook (17)

18. 11/4 T

Composition 3-5, Textbook (20-1)




Essay Quiz #6 「ドラえもん」（『げんき』第16課 267 ページ）
19. 11/6 Th

Composition 3-6, Textbook (20-2)

20. 11/11 T

Composition 3-7, Textbook (4, 7)

21. 11/13 Th

Composition 3-8, Textbook (9, 11)

22. 11/18 T

Test 3 (Due: Composition #3)

V. Composition 4. 季節の挨拶・手紙文 – Seasonal Greetings and Letters

23. 11/20 Th

Composition 4-1, Overview

24. 11/25 T

Composition 4-2, Textbook (13)




Essay Quiz #7「オノ・ヨーコ」（『げんき』第17課 273 ページ）
25. 11/27 Th

(Thanksgiving Recess)

26. 12/2 T

Composition 4-3, Textbook (18)




Essay Quiz #8「橋本君の生活」（『げんき』第18課 280 ページ）
27. 12/4 Th

Composition 4-4, Textbook (19)

28. 12/9 T

Test 4 (Due: Composition #4)

29. 12/11 Th

Final Examination (4:00 class: 3:30-5:00 pm)

29. 12/16 T

Final Examination (5:30 class: 5:30-6:45 pm)

