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ESLN 414: Academic Reading

Fall 2008
M/W/F 1:00 – 1:50 pm

Room 719 Pray Harrold
Instructor:

Iris Zapf-Garcia 

Office:


Alexander 318

Office hours:

W/F 11:30 – 12:30 pm

Telephone:

487- 2283









Email:


izapfgar@emich.edu





COURSE DESCRIPTION
From the Undergraduate Catalog: “Reading in specialized fields at professional levels. Practice in outlining, summarizing and synthesizing ideas from different sources.”

This course is designed to increase your ability to employ different strategies when reading, especially when reading at university-level academic texts.  
OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course, students will have gained the ability to:

· read authentic texts at academic level with adequate comprehension;
· employ reading strategies to enhance their comprehension of difficult texts;
· demonstrate their comprehension of the deeper meaning of authentic texts through:
- recognizing and understanding inferences
- recognizing tone of voice
- developing an awareness of figurative and misused language (clichés, euphemisms, etc.);

· read authentic texts with a critical eye;

· enlarge their academic vocabulary;

· use knowledge of common roots and pre- and suffixes to guess the meaning of unknown words.

TEXT AND MATERIALS

· Spears, D. (2006): Developing Critical Reading Skills. Seventh Edition. New York, NY: McGraw Hill Publishers.
· A folder for journal entries.
· A folder for vocabulary exercises.
· A working “emich“ email address to retrieve assignments and print handouts.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING

· Homework/preparation and in class participation


10%



· Journal (response to textbook and supplemental readings)

25%
· Vocabulary quizzes






10%
· Reading reports / projects






20%
· Midterm exam







15%
· Final exam








20%
GRADING SCALE



· A+= 100-98

A  = 94-97

A- = 93-90


· B+= 89-87

B  = 86-84

B- = 83-80



· C+= 79-77

C  = 76-74

C- = 73-70  (repeat the course)
CLASS POLICIES

· Attendance: Class attendance is very important. It is expected that you attend class regularly. Students who miss more than four classes will have their grades lowered by one half grade for each absence after four (e.g., B becomes B-). Every further time you miss class, your grade will be lowered to the extent that you receive a C- and have to repeat the course. Please turn off all phones, pagers or other digital communication devices before entering class.
· Class participation: Since class discussions and group work are organized based on the input of students, active participation in class is very important. You are expected to do required readings and assignments on time, and be prepared to participate in class discussions in each session.

· Homework and Assignments: Assignments must be turned in on time. No late work will be accepted without prior permission. Missed work will receive a grade of “0”. If you are unable to come to class due to an emergency or illness, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and complete missed assignments. Missing a class on the date of a due assignment does not automatically make the assignment due the next class. Such work will be considered late and lose points. In situations of an emergency or illness, you should contact (email) the instructor as soon as possible so there is clear understanding between you and your instructor about what is expected in terms of missed work.

· Need extra help?  If you need assistance with the English language for course assignments, I encourage you to come to my office hours for help.  I also encourage you to visit the following centers with any questions or when you are not sure of a course assignment.
a) The International Student Resource Center (ISRC), located in Room 200 Alexander, is a tutoring center for any EMU international student seeking assistance with the English language for academic assignments. Students may go to the ISRC for assistance in reading and comprehending course materials, improving listening and note-taking skills, improving vocabulary and grammatical skills, assistance with writing assignments, comprehending academic expectations, improving academic communication, etc. To make an appointment, email esl@emich.edu or call 734-487-0370.
b) Holman Learning Center, located in G04 Halle Library, provides free individual tutoring for 100/200 level classes.  To make an appointment, call 734-487-2133 or email at learning.center@emich.edu.  

· Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty, including all forms of cheating and/or plagiarism, will not be tolerated in this class.  Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course.  In addition, you may be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline that may result in either a suspension or permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic dishonesty.  If you are not sure about whether something you are doing would be considered academic dishonesty, you may consult with the instructor or access the Student Conduct Code online at http://www.emich.edu/sjs/conductcode.html.

· Note for F- and J-visa students: The Student Visitor Information System (SEVIS) require that you report any changes to your address, phone number, program of study, academic status and intention of transfer to the Office of International Students (OIS), 229 King Hall, within ten days of the event.  In addition, prior permission from the OIS is needed for dropping courses, employment, registration for more than one online course per term (F-visa only) and endorsing I-20 or DS-2019 for re-entry into the USA.  Failure to report may result in arrest and deportation.  If you have questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 487-3116, not your instructor.
· Special Needs Accommodations:  If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents Policy #8.3 requires that you first register with the Access Services Office (ASO) in Room 203, King Hall.  You may contact ASO by telephone at 487-2470.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with ASO promptly as you will only be accommodated from the date you register with them forward.  No retroactive accommodations are possible.

· Classroom Management:  Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of the University community.  Incivility and disruptive behavior will NOT be tolerated and will result in a request to leave class and referral to the Office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline.  Examples of inappropriate classroom conduct include repeatedly arriving late to class, using a cellular phone, or talking while others are speaking. To learn more about the Student Conduct Code, you may access it online at http://www.emich.edu/sjs/conductcode.html
Tentative Schedule

	Week
	Skills
	Due

	Week 1 

(Sept. 3 & 5)
	· Introduction, getting to know each other

· diagnostic assessment: reading speed, skimming, main idea

· survey reading habits
	

	Week 2 

(Sept. 8, 10 & 12)
	· reading process, improving your vocabulary
(Introduction)

· Reading for the main idea (Chapter 1)
	Journal 1

	Week 3 

(Sept. 15, 17 & 19)
	· Reading for the main idea; Author’s purpose (Chapter 1)

· Making inferences (Chapter 2)
	Vocab Quiz 1

	Week 4 

(Sept. 22, 24 & 26)
	· Making inferences (Chapter 2)
	Journal 2

	Week 5

(Sept. 29, Oct. 1 & 3)
	· Methods of paragraph development (Chapter 3)
	Vocab Quiz 2

	Week 6 

(Oct. 6, 8 & 10)
	· Methods of paragraph development (Chapters 4 and 5)
	Journal 3

	Week 7 

(Oct. 13, 15 & 17)
	· Language and its effects on the reader (Chapter 6)


	MIDTERM

	Week 8 

(Oct. 20, 22 & 24)
	· Language and its effects on the reader (Chapter 6)


	Vocab Quiz 3

	Week 9 

(Oct. 27, 29 & 31)
	· Tone, point of view, allusions (Chapter 7)


	Journal 4

	Week 10 

(Nov. 3, 5 & 7)
	· Tone, point of view, allusions (Chapter 7)


	Vocab Quiz 4

	Week 11 

(Nov. 10, 12 & 14)
	· Critical reading (Chapter 8)


	Journal 5

	Week 12 

(Nov. 17, 19 & 21)
	· Critical reading (chapter 8)
	Vocab Quiz 5

	Week 13 

(Nov. 24, 26 & 28)
	· Evaluating arguments (chapter 9)

NOV 26/28 – THANKGSGIVING BREAK – NO CLASS
	

	Week 14 

(Dec. 1, 3 & 5)
	· Evaluating arguments (chapter 9)


	Journal 6

	Week 15 

(Dec. 8 & 10)
	· Presentation of projects

· Course Review
	


FINAL EXAM: 
Monday, Dec. 15, 1:00 – 2:30 pm

