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Course Description:
ESLN 312 Advanced Writing is designed to improve your academic writing skills in English in order for you to be successful in your university studies at Eastern Michigan University.  

Course Objectives:

The main objective of ESLN 312 is to improve and demonstrate your ability to organize and write essays in a form and style appropriate for American colleges and universities.  It is also designed to improve your fluency and confidence in writing academic American English.  We will begin by reviewing the structure of a well-written paragraph and move to various rhetorical patterns of  essays of 3-5 pages in length.  We will look at gathering information, focusing and organizing, and drafting, revising and editing written work.  In addition, students will summarize, analyze, paraphrase other appropriate academic sources.  There will be extensive practice in writing, revising  and editing.  Students will be asked to read their own and colleagues’ writing and critique it for revisions.  

Textbook:

Nuttall, Gabriella (2006).  College Writing 3.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company.

Additional Required Materials:

Bluebooks (for dialog journals)

Three ring binder to be used ONLY in this class

You will also need a way to save all of your drafts electronically

Course Policies:

You are expected to attend and be prepared for every class.  It is important not only to you but also to your classmates that you be ready to participate in all class activities.  You are not only a writer, but you are also a reader of each others’ work.  Attendance is important:  more than four (4) absences will result in lowering your final grade.  For example, if you have five (5) absences and your final grade is a B, your final grade will be lowered to a B-; if you have six (6) absences, your final grade will be lowered to a C+.

If you are absent, YOU are responsible for finding out your assignment, and you must come to the following class prepared.  Find out by contacting either the teachers or another student.  You should NOT schedule other appointments during class time.

All assignments must be turned in on time.  Late assignments will not be accepted for credit; you will get a failing grade for that assignment.  Plagiarism is a violation of the Student code of Conduct and will be treated as such.  One of the things we will work on in this class is how to avoid it, but it will not be accepted or graded.  Homework (not dialog journals) should be submitted on standard letter-size paper, word-processed and double-spaced. Please turn off all phones and pagers while in class.   

PLEASE REMEMBER:


You will be marked absent for the day if you are not present when the teacher takes attendance, even if you enter later in the hour.


Your final grade will be lowered if you are absent more than four (4) times.  Every additional absence lowers your grade one more notch.


If you get a grade of C- or lower in an ESLN class, you must repeat the course the following semester. 

Course Grading: 

Mid-term Exam
10%

Final Exam (Friday, Dec 12, 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 pm)
20%

4 In-Class Essays
20%

2 Out-of-Class Essays
40%

Online participation
10%

This class requires a lot of effort on your part.  Writing is often considered the most difficult of academic tasks even for native speakers.  It is, however, one of the primary skills needed to excel in an academic and professional environment. We will consider you and your needs in class as we progress through the semester.  Office hours are for your convenience.  Please take advantage of them.  We hope this will be a fun and productive semester for you. 

Assignments:

Exams: (30%) Both the midterm and final exams will be essay style. You will be provided with a topic and readings at least one week before each exam, but the precise topic will not be announced until the time of the exam. You may bring the reading material and notes to the exam, since this is a test of your writing ability.

In-Class Essays: (20%) You will be writing in-class essays every week. Many of these will be practice, but four of them will be graded. Topics and readings will be chosen for the essays in advance. Each of the four graded essays will have a different focus in terms of both topic and style. You may also choose to focus your essays according to your own field of study (for example, an essay about the U.S. presidential race could be focused on Economics, Political Science, Business, Education, or some other area of study.

Out-of-Class Essays: (40%) There are two essays that you will work on over time rather than in class. Because of the nature of these essays, more emphasis will be placed on technical aspects of your writing such as correct spelling and grammar. Also, you will have to find and cite appropriate external sources to support your thesis. One of the external essays will require group participation online, and the other will be written entirely by the individual student. The topic of the group essay will be chosen by the instructors and the topic of the individual essay will be chosen by each student and submitted to the instructor for approval before you begin writing. 

Online participation: (10%) In our current global era, the use of computers and the Internet is part of the academic as well as the business world. It is essential that students have a working knowledge of computer networking. In order to better prepare you for participation in the global online community, part of this class will involve putting assignments on the Internet for various purposes. This part of your grade will be based on how prompt and visible your assignments are on the class web site. Michael will create and manage the class web site by Wednesday, Sept. 10, and students will have to log on with their introduction by Monday, Sept. 15. 

Note for F and J Visa students:

You have 10 days to report any:


Changes in your name, residential address, academic status (full or part-time enrollment), program of study or completion date, student level (undergraduateto graduate), or funding source (employment or graduate assistant position).


Intent to transfer to another university.


Probation or disciplinary action due to a criminal conviction.

In accordance with new federal regulations, these must be reported to the EMU Office of International Students (OIS), 229 King Hall within 10 days of occurrence; failure to do so may result in arrest and deportation.  You may not drop or withdraw from a course without OIS approval.  If you have questions or concerns, contact the OI at 487-3116, not your instructor.  

Tentative Schedule

Week 1 (9/3-5)
Orientation, Paragraph Structure, Writing Process (Chapter 1)


Sample Essay #1

Week 2 (9/8-12)
Paragraph Structure, comparison contrast (Create online groups)


Sample Essay #2

Week 3 (9/15-19)
Begin Essay Structure, Informative Example, Peer Reviews,




(Chapter 2)


Practice Essay #1

Week 4 (9/22-26)
Criteria and Evaluating for a formal Essay (Chapter 2)


Graded Essay #1

Week 5 (9/29-10/3)
Summarizing, Organizing, Focusing, parts of essay and paragraphs, revising and editing, (Chapter 3)


Practice Essay #2
Week 6 (10/6-10)
Gathering information, summarizing, research-based essay


(Chapter 3)


Graded Essay #2

Week 7 (10/13-17)
Mid-term Exam (10/15); Paraphrasing, organizing and selecting information

Week 8 (10/20-24)
References, interviews, using sources in essays. (Chapter 4)


Practice Essay #3
Week 9 (10/27-10/31)
Thesis statement, conclusion, introduction reviews and revisions


Graded Essay #3

Week 10(11/3-7)
Work on revision, paraphrasing, how to avoid plagiarism, parallel structure in your essays (Chapter 5)


Practice Essay #3
Week 11 (11/10-11/14)
Critical reading, thinking


Graded Essay #4

Week 12 (11/17-11/21) Editing guidelines and help for essays

Week 13 (11/24-26)
Essay test strategies (Thanksgiving Recess 11/28)

Week 14 (12/1-05)
From online group work to finished paper


Submit final Out-of Class Essay #1 for a grade 12/05

Reading Week (12/08-12/10)
Wrap-up and review

December 12
Final Exam, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.


Submit final Out-of Class Essay #2 for a grade 12/12

I have read this syllabus, and understand my responsibilities in this class: 

Signature __________________________________  Date: ____________

