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Brendel/08
ESLN 314 Fall 2008

Instructor: Denise Brendel			 	Email: dbrendel@emich.edu
								denisebrendel@yahoo.com
 (
Class Location
:  2
16
 Alexander
Mailbox: 
219 Alexander “Brendel”
)Class Time: MWF 1:00-1:50		     		Telephone: (734) 487-0370
10:00-10:50.     									Office Hours:   TTH 12:00-2:00  								             9:00 –11:00 & MWF (By appointment)

Texts and Materials: 

1.  Mikulecky, B. & Jeffries, L. (2004) More Reading Power (2nd Ed.)
2.  Thompson, C. & Obenda, D. (2004) Academic Word Power 2
3.   2 novels books to be announced.

Course Description: This course is designed to increase students’ strategic reading skills in comprehending different kinds of authentic American English texts.

Objectives: Each student will gain the ability to:

1. Read authentic texts with adequate comprehension.
2. Employ reading strategies to enhance their comprehension of difficult texts.
3. Employ vocabulary-learning strategies to comprehend, remember, and    
      appropriately use new words encountered in texts.
4. Demonstrate their comprehension of authentic texts through:
· Identifying main ideas and supporting details
· Summarizing the most important information in a text
· Posing critical questions about the material covered in the texts

Attendance Policy: Class attendance is very important. It is expected that you attend class every day. Students who are not present when attendance is taken will be marked absent for that day. However, current University policy does recognize the rights of students to observe religious holidays without penalty to the student.  Students are to provide advance notice to the instructor in order to make up work, including examinations that they miss as a result of their absence from class due to observance of religious holidays. You are advised to phone the department office (487-0130) before the class that you are going to miss. After an absent, it is your responsibility to find out the assignment from your instructor or from a classmate. 
 (
There are two rules to remember:
You will be marked absent for the day if you are 
late and therefore 
not present when the teacher takes attendance – even if you enter late in the hour, and
W
ith five absences from class participation your grade is lowered one notch (i.e. B becomes B-). Every further time you miss class your grade will be lowered one more notch to the extent that you receive a C- and have to repeat the course.
)





 (
Notes: 
1) Students who get less than C in this course must repeat
     the course. 2) Percentage – grade equivalent are: 
     100-94% = A
83-80% =B-
     93-90% = A-
79-77% =C+
     89-87% =B
76-74% =C
     86-84% =B
 
) (
Assessment & Grading:
20%   Routine homework and assignments                                          
 5%    Class participation
20 %   Mid-term
20 %   Quizzes
           (announced and unannounced)
15%   Reading Journal 
20%   Final exam
)









Class preparation: Since class discussions and group work are organized based on the input of students, it is very important that you come prepared to class and actively participate. If it is clear that you have not read the required material, and are unprepared to participate in class, you will be counted absent, and that absence will count towards the four allowed. If you arrive unprepared five times, you will start losing grade points.

Office hours: It is my pleasure to talk to students during office hours, but it is also your responsibility to use that time to improve your understanding of assignments, grading, course policy, or readings that you find difficult. Learning how to utilize a professor’s office hours will also help you in future classes. Please take the time to make an appointment and come to my office hours throughout the semester.

Student and Exchange Visitor System (SEVIS) Statement: The Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requires F- and J-visa students to report any changes to your address, phone number, degree level, and intention of transfer the following to the Office of International Students (OIS), 229 King Hall, within ten (10) days of the event. In addition, prior permission from the OIS is needed for dropping courses, employment, registration for more than one online course per term (F-visa only) and endorsing I-20 or DS-2019 for re-entry into the USA. Failure to report may result in the termination of your SEVIS record, arrest, and deportation. If you have questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 734-487-3116, not your instructor.

Academic Dishonesty: All forms of cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class. Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course. In addition, you may be referred to the Office of Judicial Services for discipline that can result in either suspension or permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic dishonesty, but if you are not sure about whether something you're doing would be considered academic dishonesty, consult with the instructor. You may access the Code online at http://www.emich.edu/sjs. 

Student Conduct Code: Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of the University community. Incivility and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and may result in a request to leave class and referral to the Office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline. Examples of inappropriate classroom conduct include repeatedly arriving late to class, using a cellular telephone, or talking while others are speaking. You may access the Code online at http://www.emich.edu/sjs. 

International Student Resource Center (ISRC): ISRC is a tutoring center for any EMU international student seeking assistance with the English language for academic assignments. Students may come to the ISRC for assistance in reading and comprehending course materials; improving listening and note-taking skills; improving vocabulary and grammatical skills; assistance with writing assignments; comprehending academic expectations; improving academic communication, etc. The center is located in room 217 in the Alexander Music Building.  You may contact the office through e-mail: esl@emich.edu or call 734-487-0370.



Tentative Schedule

Week 1. (Sept. 3&5)		 -Course Introduction
- Diagnostic test
 Overhead new words – Academic Word Power 

Week 2. (Sept 8, 10&12)	- Pleasure reading part II
					- Previewing Unit 1
					- Academic Word Power Unit 1 (lesson 2-4)
- Journal #1 due  

Week 3 (Sept. 15, 17 &19)	 Scanning Unit 2
					- Academic Word Power Unit 2 (lesson 1-2)
- Journal entry #2 due   
- Quiz #1

Week 4 (Sept.22, 24, &26) 	–  Skimming Unit 3
					- Pleasure reading
- Academic Word Power Unit 2 (lesson 3-4)
· Journal entry #3  due  

Week 5. (Sept. 29, Oct. 1 &3)	- Using Vocabulary Knowledge for Effective Reading Unit 4
- Academic Word Power Unit 3 (lesson 1-2)
· Journal entry #4  due  
· Quiz #2
 
Week 6.  (Oct. 6,8 &10)	 - Making Inferences Unit 5
	 - Pleasure reading
 - Academic Word Power Unit 3 (lesson 3-4)
 -  Journal entry #5 & 6 due  

Week 7. (Oct. 13, 15&17) 	- Mid-term exam
- Academic Word Power Unit 4 (lesson 1-2)

Week 8. (Oct. 20, 22 &24)   	- Finding Topics Unit 6
	- Pleasure reading
- Academic Word Power Unit 4 (lesson 3-4)
- Journal entry #7   due  
               
Week 9. (Oct.27, 29 & 31)	- Discovering Topics of Paragraphs Unit 7
- Quiz #3  
- Academic Word Power Unit 5 (lesson 1-2)
- Journal entry #8   due  

Week 10 (Nov. 3, 5 &7)	 - Understanding Main Ideas Unit 8  
 - Academic Word Power Unit 5 (lesson 3-4)
-  Pleasure reading
 - Journal entry #9 due  

Week 11 (Nov. 10, 12 & 14)	- Identifying Patterns of Organization Unit 9
	- Quiz #4	
- Academic Word Power Unit 6 (lesson 1-2)
 				- Journal entry #10 due  

Week 12 (Nov. 17, 19 &21)	- Summarizing Unit 10
	-  Part 4 Reading Faster (Unit 1)
- Academic Word Power Unit 6 (lesson 3-4)
- Quiz #5
	- Journal Project Due  

Week 13 (Nov. 24)	- Part 3 Thinking Skills 
- Part 4 Reading Faster (Unit 2)
- Academic Word Power Unit 7 

Week 14 (Dec. 1, 3&5)	 - Part 3 Thinking Skills - continued
- Academic Word Power Test 

Week 15 (Dec. 8 & 10)		- Final Exam Review	  

Final Exam Date:    Monday December 15, 2008 from 1:00 to 2:30pm.






