Assessment of how well students remember and use their calculus and physics in MET 470
Mechanical Vibrations Fall 2009.
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Name Can Take Chain Rule Meaning of Vocabulary
Derivatives Derivatives understanding
A 3 3 3 3
B 3 3 3 1
C 3 3 3 1
D 3 3 3 1
E 3 3 3 1
F 3 3 3 0
G 3 3 3 1
H 3 3 3 1
I 3 3 2 2
J 3 3 3 1
K 3 3 3 1
L 3 3 3 0
avg 3 3 3 1

A few students did not realize that the first derivative (question 2) was the speed or velocity and
almost everyone put down the magnitude of the acceleration for question 5 rather than the
magnitude of the position. This may be due to the fact that in question 4 they were asked to
derive the acceleration and did not realize question 5 was independent of 4. This appeared to be
the case when we went over the quiz. In general they understand the concepts of derivatives.




