


Oliver 

"I like to read recipes to learn about new things I haven't tasted before! Mom 

and I can then try to make the bake-tastic treat. I also like magical adventures 

which is why I read the Magic Treehouse Merlin's Missions books." 

 

Jacob Henriksen 

Jacob Henriksen is 44 years old and works at Ypsilanti High School and also is a 

track and swim coach.  He likes to read detective and mystery books, particularly 

books authored by Tom Clancy. Jacob believes his educational degree in 

Criminal Justice is what inspires him to enjoy this specific genre of books. Jacob 

reads for entertainment. Jacob likes to be a solution solver as he reads and tries 

to deduce the clues in the mystery before the author reveals the final outcome. 

Jacob prefers books in the printed form, and especially loves hardcover books. 

Jacob’s “quirk as a reader” is that he will read books in a series however only if 

he reads every book in the series and it has to be done in their chronological 

order. 

 

T. Dante DelPizzo 

Dante is an education student at Eastern Michigan University. He is in his last 

semester and will soon be a certified special education and language arts teacher. 

He enjoys reading classic English and American literature, specifically, mid- to 

late-nineteenth century New England literature. He says this is likely thanks to a 

class he took on American literature with Dr. Joseph Csicsila from the English 

Department. He enjoys reading in bed and in an arm chair. He enjoys reading 

because it allows him to use his imagination and learn about new things. He 



likes the novelty of reading about something new. He prefers print books over 

all other mediums. His quirk as a reader is that he will not stop reading on pages 

that end with the number six (he has to get to the next page before he can stop). 

He will also re-read pages if he doesn’t feel like he “got” everything.  

 

Kat Dudzik 

Kat Dudzik, age 37 is Jacob’s wife and a Preschool Teacher at Perry Early 

Learning Center. Kat’s favorite genre of books is young adult 

fiction; particularly books featuring underrepresented characters. She loves to 

read outside and will even go to the woods to treasure a book. Kat reads as an 

escape, as she feels books allow readers to enter a secret and safe realm. This is 

why Kat read as a child and this is why she still reads as a pastime. Kat prefers 

print books and especially loves antique books with cloth bindings and looks for 

these unique books in libraries’ archive collections. Kat’s “quirk as a reader” is 

she loves books that introduce children to advanced vocabulary. She believes 

Preschoolers are amazingly successful at picking up new words and she admires 

when authors do not simplify words.  

 

Jade Crosby 

Jade is a sophomore at Eastern Michigan University. She enjoys reading 

historical fiction and self-help books. She says she has enjoyed reading since she 

was a child and uses it as a way to fill her time. It also gives her peace of mind 

because it is a break from everyday life. She prefers to read hardcover books and 

she likes to read in bed. She always starts books by reading the last page first. 

 



 

Chip Bennett 

Chip Bennett is 40 years old and is a teacher at Perry Early Learning 

Center.  His students serve as First Grade mentors to Ms. Dudzik's Preschoolers 

at Perry. Chip likes to read in quiet places, however, loves to read everything. 

His many reading interests include humor, fiction, silly nonsense articles, 

magazines and more. However, Chip also likes non-fiction books especially 

those that motivate him as a reader to learn and inspire positive change.  Chip 

likes books that could be physically held and allow for page turning. Chip’s 

“quirk as a reader” is he does not like photocopies of books and believes that 

photocopies lose much of the integrity of the original publications.  

 

Taylor Heard 

Taylor is a senior studying biology at Eastern Michigan University. She enjoys 

readings realistic books about things that could happen. She prefers paperback 

books and reads in a hammock in her backyard. She says reading is relaxing, fun, 

and makes her feel smarter. She always reads the backs of books and will look 

up more works by authors she likes. She needs to read book chronologically and 

when she’s done, will re-read the beginning.  

 

Kristi Gatchel 

Kristi is a graduate children’s literature student at Eastern Michigan University. 

She enjoys reading everything! She gravitates toward middle grade to young 

adult literature. She also loves historical fiction. Reading is an escape and an 

opportunity to go somewhere else and experience someone else’s point of view. 



She much prefers paperback over hardcover books because she can bend the 

covers back. She writes in her books and marks them up; they become a part of 

who she is. Her favorite place to read is in her office in a papasan (a big, comfy, 

circular chair). Other than writing in her books, she also reads the last page of 

books before getting started.  

 

Ashley Jordan 

Ashley is a junior at Eastern Michigan University. She really enjoys crime novels 

(i.e. Sherlock Holmes). While she is starting to get into classics, she prefers 

mystery and crime because of her major, phycology. She would like to study 

criminology in graduate school. She has liked to read since she was a child. She 

taught herself to read and it has always been a part of her life ever since. It’s an 

escape for her and helped her learn about different perspectives. Hardcover 

books are her preferred medium. She will read on her Kindle when she’s on 

vacation. She has a big chair in her bedroom that she likes to read in. She says 

she creates spots for herself to read. She also likes to sit by the Student Center 

pond when it’s nice out. She says she is able to block everything out and just 

read when there is a lot of noise around her. She developed this skill in daycare 

and after-school-care as a kid.  

 

Nick and Jake Pilkington 

Nick and Jake, seniors, are twins and they work at the front desk at the English 

Department. Nick enjoys reading fantasy, sci-fi and occasionally non-fiction. 

Like his brother, Jake enjoys fantasy and sci-fi. He also likes horror and Cyber-

punk novels. Nick enjoys reading in comfy places and at Frog Island Park. Jake 



likes reading at coffee shops like Sweetwaters. Jake reads on digital mediums like 

his phone and computer due to time and money. Nick has been getting into 

audio books because he can do other things while listening to the book. Both 

Nick and Jake say they would read physical books in a perfect world. Both of 

the brothers where late-start readers. However, once they started, they fell in 

love. Nick binge-reads; once he picks up a book, he can’t put it down. If Jake is 

reading an episodic book, he will take breaks between the sections. When 

choosing books, Jake flips to a random page and starts reading – if he likes what 

he reads, he’ll read the rest of the book. Nick judges books by their covers and 

picks them out based on how they’ll look on his shelf. 

 

Marie Williamson 

Marie is a junior with a major in creative writing with a double minor in writing 

and art history at Eastern Michigan University. She likes reading poetry, 

historical fiction, and the literary classics. She likes hearing other people’s stories 

and likes learning about the history behind certain time periods. She says she 

loves language and what language can do. She likes reading physical books more 

than reading on devices. She likes reading in a comfy chair and in comfy clothes. 

She likes to read by herself without any distractions around her. She doesn’t like 

to stop reading in the middle of a chapter and she likes to underline things even 

when it’s not for class.  

 

Katie Dudek 



Katie is a graduate literature student at Eastern Michigan University. Katie’s 

favorite genre is historical fiction and she reads some Steampunk novels and 

fantasy fiction. She reads because when she finds a really good book, she can get 

lost in it. She prefers paperback books over hardcover because they’re lighter. 

She says she usually reads on her bed. When she’s Up North during the 

summer, she reads in a hammock outside of her family’s cabin. She does not like 

books that have movie artwork on the cover. Original artwork always! 


