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Grade 
Level 

Reading Writing Math Science Social 
Studies 

Physical 
Education 

Art/Music Reading 
Plus 

Study 
Skills 

Math 
Logic 

Life 
Skills 

K X X X X X X X     
1 X X X X X X X     
2 X X X X X X X     
3 X X X X X X X     
4 X X X X X X X     
5 X X X X X X X     
6 X X X X X X X X X X X 
7 X X X X X X X X X X X 
8 X X X X X X X X X X X 



All Subjects Offered at Grand Blanc Academy by Grade Level 

       

English Language Arts   Grades K-2 

Reading Mastery Signature Edition uses the highly explicit, systematic approach of Direct 
Instruction to accelerate reading and help students achieve a high rate of success. Three strands 
address Reading, Language Arts, and Literature through a common instructional design that 
helps students learn more efficiently. With the addition of technology-based resources for both 
additional practice and professional development, Reading Mastery Signature Edition helps 
teachers optimize each minute spent in the classroom. 

The Reading Strand: 

 Addresses all five essential components of reading as identified by Reading First—
phonemic awareness, phonics and word analysis, fluency, vocabulary, and 
comprehension. 

 Provides spelling instruction to help students make the connection between decoding and 
spelling patterns. 

 Develops decoding, word recognition, and comprehension skills that transfer to other 
subject areas. 

The Language Arts Strand: 

 Teaches the oral language skills necessary to understand what is said, written, and read in 
the classroom. 

 Helps students communicate ideas and information effectively. 

 Develops the ability to use writing strategies and processes successfully. 

The Literature Strand: 

 Supports the reading strand by offering a wide variety of literary forms and text 
structures. 

 Provides multiple opportunities for students to practice vocabulary and comprehension 
strategies and write for authentic purposes. 

 Gives ample opportunity for students to read at their independent level. 

 

 

 

 

 



English Language Arts    Grades 3-8 

 

 
Overview 

This course focuses on students forming a theory about characters, applying and revising this theory as they 
encounter more complex texts leading to more thoughtful, and articulate, readers. In addition to having students 
being actively engaged in reading, they are also reading aloud with accountable talk each day. This course aims to 
increase reading stamina and comprehension. Students will be able to explain their thinking about characters, citing 
evidence from the text. 

Rationale 

The Common Core State Standards expect students to be able to read more deeply, with understanding, as they 
progress through school. The third grade course focuses on having students create theories, based on the characters 
in fiction books, applying these theories as they read other texts and revise, or create, new ones accordingly. 

 

Scope and Sequence 

Careful thought has been given to the order in which the third grade units are presented. This course is designed to 
build reading skills and strategies as well as habits of mind and experiences for future success in reading. As a 
result, certain scaffolds have been created based on this order and schools should take care in moving units from 
their intended placement in the curriculum. It is always important for teachers to adapt this curriculum in ways that 
benefit their classroom. 

Alignment 

The third grade course is designed to meet the Common Core State Standards for Reading Literature and 
Informational Text. The work done in this course is primarily designed to meet the Common Core State Standards in 
reading however, some of the speaking and listening standards as well as the foundational skills standards are 
delivered in this course. The work done throughout this third grade course not only aligns with the CCSS but is 
designed to prepare third graders for the work ahead in fourth grade. 

Reading 4 (OS/MAISA) : Grade 4: OS/MAISA: English Language Arts 

Overview 

This course deepens students’ higher-order thinking through analyzing characters and strategically reading 
informational texts. To cope with the increasing demands of more complex texts, students will also learn about text 
structures and how to problem solve challenging vocabulary. Read-aloud with accountable talk, mini-lessons, 
guided reading and strategy groups, one-to-one conferences, and partner conferences will continue to be used. 

Rationale 

The Common Core State Standards expect students to be able to read more deeply, with understanding, as they 
progress through school. In particular, the Common Core emphasizes the importance of students being competent 
readers of nonfiction. The fourth grade course introduces students to the structures of informational texts, helping 
them learn ways to differentiate between narrative informational, hybrid informational, and expository texts. 
Ultimately they will learn to think about the big ideas the text is teaching and learn to retell their information 
interjecting their own inferences and thinking to synthesize all the information. 

 



Scope and Sequence 

Careful thought has been given to the order in which the fourth grade units are presented. These units are designed 
to build reading skills and strategies as well as habits of mind and experiences for future success in reading. As a 
result, certain scaffolds have been created based on this order and schools should take care in moving units from 
their intended placement in the curriculum. It is always important for teachers to adapt this curriculum in ways that 
benefit their classroom. 

Alignment 

The fourth grade course is designed to meet the Common Core State Standards for Reading Literature and 
Informational Text. The work done in this course is primarily designed to meet the Common Core State Standards in 
reading, however some of the speaking and listening standards as well as the foundational skills standards are 
delivered in this course. The work don 

Reading 5 - NEW 2014 (OS/MAISA) : Grade 5: OS/MAISA: English Language Arts 

Overview 

This series of units builds on the students’ knowledge of character study from previous units and increases their 
reading work to develop agency and independence. The work with character study deepens their inferring of 
characters’ motivation/s and encourages students to interpret across texts by analyzing characters. Students develop 
theories about characters and use the text to support their ideas. They also move from inference to interpretation and 
pay close attention to recurring themes in the texts. As the Common Core State Standards suggests, students need to 
be skilled readers of nonfiction which is also a focus of these units. 

Rationale 

The Common Core State Standards expect students to be able to read more deeply, with understanding, as they 
progress through school. Building on the teaching and learning in previous years, the fifth grade course, as indicated 
in the overview, helps students learn strategies for stepping inside and outside of the text to grow theories about their 
characters, pay attention to recurring themes in the text and see these recurring details as pivotal to understanding a 
text. Through reflecting on stories and their own learning, readers deepen their understanding. Readers also need 
stamina and the ability to monitor their reading and set individual goals so that they see themselves as competent 
readers. This will support their continued growth as they transition to middle school. With the increased use of 
informational texts, the units support students learn how to determine importance and synthesize within and across 
informational texts, as well as understand how informational texts are organized. Fifth grade social studies and 
science content is also suggested as a focus in text content for mini-lesson demonstrations. 

Scope and Sequence 

Careful thought has been given to the order in which the fifth grade units are presented. The units are designed to 
build reading skills and strategies as well as habits of mind and experiences for future success in reading. As a 
result, certain scaffolds have been created based on this order and schools should take care in moving units from 
their intended placement in the curriculum. It is always important for teachers to adapt this curriculum in ways that 
benefit their classroom. 

Alignment 

The fifth grade course is designed to meet the Common Core State Standards for Reading Literature and 
Informational Text. The work done in this course is primarily designed to meet the Common Core State Standards in 
reading however, some of the speaking and listening standards as well as the foundational skills standards are 
delivered in this course. The work done throughout this fifth grade course not only aligns with the CCSS but is 
designed to prepare fifth graders for the work ahead in sixth grade. 



 
 

** Special Note—Students in grades 6-8 have a double dose of reading instruction daily. All students have a 
class with Reading Plus and another ELA class using the MAISA reading and writing units.** 

Overview 

These units provide sixth grade students with a critical foundation in reading and writing narrative, informational, 
and argument texts. Through analysis and production of texts in these three modes, students become more adept 
readers, thinkers, and writers. Across the year, they come to understand the distinctions between narrative, 
informational and argument texts by studying fiction and nonfiction in a variety of formats and developing a more 
thorough understanding of audience and purpose when both reading and writing. The use of a reader or writer’s 
notebook for each unit encourages students to be independent, engaged, and empowered learners who value close 
reading, idea generation, drafting, and revision. The first two units facilitate the use of the notebook for close 
reading and generative writing of narrative in addition to developing the classroom writing community. The focus 
on understanding and using the elements of argument underpins three of the units (Argument Paragraph, Literary 
Essay, and Writing the Argument), supporting students in becoming more competent producers of argument in both 
written and spoken form. The informational reading and informational essay units steep students in how to critically 
read nonfiction, as well as analyze and use text structures, central ideas, and supporting details to craft an 
informational text. 

Rationale 

The ability to access, navigate, and evaluate information is a crucial skill of citizens in contemporary society. 
Through the study of these units, students learn strategies to be critical consumers of informational and literary texts. 
They explore the role nonfiction and fiction plays in their daily lives and identify and analyze text structures and 
features of text in print and digital formats. 

Scope and Sequence 

Careful thought has been given to the order in which the English 6 units are presented. The year-long course is 
designed to build rhetorical and 21st century skills, as well as habits of mind and experiences critical for success in 
later grades. Students continue to develop a learner identity and content knowledge that builds their level of 
persistence to engage in complex tasks that call upon strong analytical thinking and reasoning. As a result, certain 
scaffolds have been created based on this unit order. Schools should take care in moving units from their intended 
placement in the curriculum. For example, Launching the Writer’s Notebook and Independent Reading units are 
designed to establish certain learner habits, strategies, and practices that help ramp students into later units of 
analyzing complex texts and writing well-reasoned arguments. 

Alignment 

The English 6 course is designed to meet the larger learning goals listed in the Framework for Success in Post-
secondary Writing developed by the Council of Writing Program Administrators, National Council of Teachers of 
English, the National Writing Project, and the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts. 

English 7 (OS/MAISA) : Grade 7: OS/MAISA: English Language Arts 

Overview 

These units provide seventh grade students with a critical foundation in reading and writing narrative, informational, 
and argument texts. Through analysis and production of texts in these three modes, students become more adept 
readers, thinkers, and writers. Across the year, they come to understand the distinctions between narrative, 
informational and argument texts by studying fiction and nonfiction in a variety of formats and developing a more 
thorough understanding of audience and purpose when both reading and writing. The use of a reader or writer’s 
notebook for each unit encourages students to be independent, engaged, and empowered learners who value close 



reading, idea generation, drafting, and revision. The first two units facilitate the use of the notebook for close 
reading and generative writing of narrative in addition to developing the classroom writing community. The focus 
on understanding and using the elements of argument underpins three of the units (Argument Paragraph, Literary 
Essay, and Writing the Argument), supporting students in becoming more competent producers of argument in both 
written and spoken form. The informational reading and informational essay units steep students in how to critically 
read nonfiction, as well as analyze and use text structures, central ideas, and supporting details to craft an 
informational text. 

Rationale 

The ability to access, navigate, and evaluate information is a crucial skill of citizens in contemporary society. 
Through the study of these units, students learn strategies to be critical consumers of informational and literary texts. 
They explore the role nonfiction and fiction plays in their daily lives and identify and analyze text structures and 
features of text in print and digital formats. 

Scope and Sequence 

Careful thought has been given to the order in which the English 7 units are presented. The year-long course is 
designed to build rhetorical and 21st century skills, as well as habits of mind and experiences critical for success in 
later grades. Students continue to develop a learner identity and content knowledge that builds their level of 
persistence to engage in complex tasks that call upon strong analytical thinking and reasoning. As a result, certain 
scaffolds have been created based on this unit order. Schools should take care in moving units from their intended 
placement in the curriculum. For example, Launching the Writer’s Notebook and Independent Reading units are 
designed to establish certain learner habits, strategies, and practices that help ramp students into later units of 
analyzing complex texts and writing well-reasoned arguments. 

Alignment 

The English 7 course is designed to meet the larger learning goals listed in the Framework for Success in Post-
secondary Writing developed by the Council of Writing Program Administrators, National Council of Teachers of 
English, the National Writing Project, and the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts. 

English 8 (OS/MAISA) : Grade 8: OS/MAISA: English Language Arts 

Overview 

These units provide eighth grade students with a critical foundation in reading and writing narrative, informational, 
and argument texts. Through analysis and production of texts in these three modes, students become more adept 
readers, thinkers, and writers. Across the year, they come to understand the distinctions between narrative, 
informational and argument texts by studying fiction and nonfiction in a variety of formats and developing a more 
thorough understanding of audience and purpose when both reading and writing. The use of a reader or writer’s 
notebook for each unit encourages students to be independent, engaged, and empowered learners who value close 
reading, idea generation, drafting, and revision. The first two units facilitate the use of the notebook for close 
reading and generative writing of narrative in addition to developing the classroom writing community. The focus 
on understanding and using the elements of argument underpins three of the units (Argument Paragraph, Literary 
Essay, and Writing the Argument), supporting students in becoming more competent producers of argument in both 
written and spoken form. The informational reading and informational essay units steep students in how to critically 
read nonfiction, as well as analyze and use text structures, central ideas, and supporting details to craft an 
informational text. 

Rationale 

The ability to access, navigate, and evaluate information is a crucial skill of citizens in contemporary society. 
Through the study of these units, students learn strategies to be critical consumers of informational and literary texts. 
They explore the role nonfiction and fiction plays in their daily lives and identify and analyze text structures and 
features of text in print and digital formats. 



 

Scope and Sequence 

Careful thought has been given to the order in which the English 8 units are presented. The year-long course is 
designed to build rhetorical and 21st century skills, as well as habits of mind and experiences critical for success in 
later grades. Students continue to develop a learner identity and content knowledge that builds their level of 
persistence to engage in complex tasks that call upon strong analytical thinking and reasoning. As a result, certain 
scaffolds have been created based on this unit order. Schools should take care in moving units from their intended 
placement in the curriculum. For example, Launching the Writer’s Notebook and Independent Reading units are 
designed to establish certain learner habits, strategies, and practices that help ramp students into later units of 
analyzing complex texts and writing well-reasoned arguments. 

Alignment 

The English 8 course is designed to meet the larger learning goals listed in the Framework for Success in Post-
secondary Writing developed by the Council of Writing Program Administrators, National Council of Teachers of 
English, the National Writing Project, and the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts. 

 

Reading Plus    Grades 6-8 

The Reading Plus adaptive assessment, InSight, is a valid and reliable assessment that was created under the 
direction and guidance of leading reading and assessment researchers. InSight goes beyond typical measures of 
comprehension and vocabulary by also measuring comprehension-based silent reading rate and motivation. The 
rich data not only gives teachers a deep understanding of their students' needs, but also empowers students to 
follow their own personalized paths to reading proficiency. The assessments are adaptive allowing students to 
work at the level to increase their academic vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension.  

 

 

  



  



 

Math              

 Grades K-5        Engage NY 

 

Curriculum modules in mathematics integrate the CCLS, rigorous classroom reasoning, extended classroom time 
devoted to practice and reflection through extensive problem sets, and high expectations for mastery. 

 

The Standards for Mathematical Content are a balanced combination of procedure and understanding. Expectations 
that begin with the word “understand” are often especially good opportunities to connect the practices to the content. 
Students who lack understanding of a topic may rely on procedures too heavily. Without a flexible base from which 
to work, they may be less likely to consider analogous problems, represent problems coherently, justify conclusions, 
apply the mathematics to practical situations, use technology mindfully to work with the mathematics, explain the 
mathematics accurately to other students, step back for an overview, or deviate from a known procedure to find a 
shortcut. In short, a lack of understanding effectively prevents a student from engaging in the mathematical 
practices. 

 

Grades 6-8 

Saxon Math Courses 1-3 

The Saxon Math philosophy stresses that incremental and integrated instruction, with the opportunity to practice and 
internalize concepts, leads to successful mathematics understanding. This pedagogy aligns with the requirement of 
the Common Core State Standards. In grades 6-8 students will be instructed in mastery in specified math concepts 
that serve as a basis for future learning. 

 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 

 

 

Technology 

Grand Blanc Academy students in grades K‐5 are afforded the opportunity to go to the technology lab 

two or three times per week. In the technology lab, students work to reinforce the standards where 

there are deficits as identified in their most recent NWEA MAP assessment. The Academy has partnered 

with the State of Michigan to implement Imagine Math. The modules pair up with the Learning 

Continuum aligned to NWEA.  

Grand Blanc Academy currently has two mobile computer carts that teachers can use in the classroom 

for added instruction. (Middle School uses a cart to implement the Imagine Math program at the middle 

school level. 

As stated in the curriculum portion of the charter, Grades 6‐8 have a lab designated specifically for the 

use of the Reading Plus program.  




