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Curriculum Narrative

 
Place-Based Education (PBE) 
With a Place-Based Model of Learning, we embed subject area content into a study of our 
school community—its history, geography, environmental characteristics, and culture.  We 
begin with the common core state standard outcomes in science and social studies and then plan 
our units to both meet those outcomes and meet the three requirements of PBE: student inquiry, 
connection to place, and civic action.  The combination helps us to meet our values of high 
levels of thought, creativity, and learning as well as meet our mission to nurture creative, 
critical thinkers who contribute to the well being of their communities.      
 
Three-Year Cycle 
The additional curricular requirements of place-based learning make it difficult to address all of 
the grade level content pieces in one year.  To ensure that our students get full exposure to all 
content material, teachers will work as partners in three year cycles: K-2, 3-5, 6-8.  The 
standards for each of those grade levels are spread out amongst the units in each of the cycles so 
that any student completing a full cycle will receive all of the content standards for those grade 
levels.  Looking at the curriculum spreadsheet, you will be able to see the units and the 
standards covered in that particular unit. 
 
Traditional Subject Area Content Curriculum 
In order to meet the content standards in Math and English Language Arts, we use 
Investigations Math in K-3 and Wayne State Math Corps in grades 4-8.  We use Orton-
Gillingham and Fountas and Pinnell’s Balanced Literacy for our Reading and Writing 
Workshop.  When relevant, these subjects are integrated into the social studies and science 
units.   
 
In Development 
Math: We are realizing that some of the standards that are missing from the Math Corps 
curriculum are geometry and statistics.  This summer, we’ll be designing a course to include 
that meets these standards.  
Morning Meetings and Circles: We use Responsive Classroom as our approach to culture-
building and social emotional learning.  To expand upon this model, we’ll be adding lessons in 
racial literacy and skills to build resiliency and classroom social skills post-trauma.  We’ll also 
be practicing restorative justice using peer-led Healing Circles.  These lessons are in 
development for next year.   
Health and Sexuality: Our teachers are being trained in the Michigan Model of Health 
Curriculum next year and this will become our Health Curriculum.   
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