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First, we idle with Antonio Gramsci and the
foundational semantics of Fordism as a way of life.
Second, the city of Melbourne, and the experience of
Australia as a social laboratory or alternative
modernity since its foundation in Federation, 1901.
Third, we meet its early ideological pioneer, father of
Arbitration Justice Henry Bournes Higgins, and survey
some of the novelties of the local model. Fourth, we

s touch base with a different kind of legislator, Henry

Ford, pausing to visit his utopia and the utopia of
Fordism. Fifth, we stop at past tense, as this world
has been seriously eroded by globalization, or Liquid
Modernity. What is to be learned from antipodean
modernity? And, what do we in the south learn from
the pioneer experience?
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