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click here to read about Professor O'Brien's
transformative work in the Social Work program

t e a c h i n g  s p o t l i g h t

Cōlleen O'Brien

b o o k  s p o t l i g h t

Halle Social Justice
Faculty Fellow,
Lecturer I
Social Work

Program Proposal Awards for Summer and Fall

This week we feature Discussion in the
College Classroom by Jay R. Howard.

For more book recommendations,
check out Page 4 of this letter, where
we have compiled a list of "beach
reads" for faculty to peruse!

click here to read the full spotlight or to check
out this book, or others, from our library

Director: Dr. Jeffrey L. Bernstein | jbernstei@emich.edu

Sadaf Ali (Communication, Media and Theatre Arts) and Dyann Logwood (Women's and Gender Studies), Inclusive
Mentoring: Providing Faculty Mentors with Strategies to Support Underserved Students at Eastern Michigan University
Zuzana Tomas (World Language) and Decky Alexander (EMU Engage), Advanced AS-L Summer Institute

Summer 2022

Jenny Kindred (Communication, Media and Theatre Arts), Meaningful Conversations: Facilitating Empathic Listening
and Mindful Expression
John Koolage (History and Philosophy) and Stephanie Casey (Mathematics and Statistics), General Education Teaching
and Learning Communities
Amanda Maher (History and Philosophy), Integrating the Anchors: Building the New Secondary Ed Programs Across
the DIsciplines
Andrew Ross, Debbie Ingram, and Lynn Bahena (Mathematics and Statistics), Inclusive STEM Teaching MOOC
Professional Learning Community

Fall 2022

The Faculty Development Center is excited to announce the following funded programs for the
Summer 2022 and Fall 2022 semesters! The programs, as well as their facilitators, are listed below:

Congratulations to all of these individuals! We look forward to
sharing more information about each of these programs!

mailto:faculty_development@emich.edu?subject=
https://www.emich.edu/facdev/teaching-spotlights.php
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Ron Delph

Teaching Blog 
Teaching Study Abroad

Ron Delph

     One of the absolute highlights of my career at Eastern
has been teaching students in study abroad programs run
by the university. A few years back, in 2004, I launched my
own study abroad program, “Power, Place and Image in
Florence and Rome.” In this program, students travel with
me to Italy, where for eight days over our winter break we
study the history and culture of Florence and Rome in the
later Middle Ages and Renaissance eras. I’ve been fortunate
enough to take students to Italy with me on this program
seventeen different times over the years. Hands down it’s
the best thing I do as a teacher at Eastern.

     I enjoy teaching in Florence and Rome because of the shift that takes place in my pedagogy.
Teaching in a brick and mortar setting on campus, I find myself struggling to get my students to
appreciate that the people who lived in the past, whether in ancient Rome or in the fourteenth,
fifteenth, and sixteenth centuries, perceived the world differently than they do. Their values
were different, their perception of their place in the world, and their relationship to the world
were all different from how students in the twenty-first century understand and perceive these
things. My ability to draw upon a wealth of historical artifacts, ruins, paintings, monumental
buildings, statues, and the urban landscape to illustrate these differences enables students to
quickly grasp just how foreign to them were the ways in which the people of the past perceived
their world and carried out their lives.
     From a pedagogical standpoint, there are several other advantages that I’ve come to
appreciate while teaching in Florence and Rome. First off, surrounded by students in the Roman
Forum while I’m talking about the Roman Empire, I don’t have to struggle to convince students
of the importance of what I’m lecturing on. Similarly, as students gather around Michelangelo’s
magnificent statue of David and I begin to lecture on why this statue came to represent the
fierce republican sentiment of the Florentine people in the early sixteenth century, I don’t have
to work to capture their interest or hope they are paying attention to what I am saying. Students
just devour the material. Best of all, I don’t have to use PowerPoints! 
     One of the toughest parts about teaching my course in this study abroad program is actually
the abundance of material that I have at my fingertips. Rome and Florence both have such rich
histories, not just during the later Middle Ages and Renaissance eras, but from antiquity all the
way through up to the modern era. I learned early on that for my course to succeed, I was going
to have to make some very brutal, heartbreaking choices about what I just couldn’t talk about. 

Professor and Graduate Coordinator
History and Philosophy
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We welcome blog posts from
faculty, lecturers, and interested
others on teaching and learning

topics. Email us at
faculty_development@emich.edu
with your blog post idea for the
opportunity to be featured in

future newsletters!

S u b m i t  a
B l o g  P o s t

     As a teacher, it’s my job to help students make sense out of
the history that unfolded in these two cities in the later Middle
Ages and Renaissance eras. In order to do that, I have
developed several themes that give me the flexibility I need to
lay out developments in the political, social, religious, and
cultural realms in both cities in these eras. Once I had
identified the themes to use to explore these areas, then I
began to look for the monuments, ruins, works of art, statues,
palaces, bridges, and streets that would allow me to illustrate
my ideas. I built each day’s set of lectures and tours around
these themes and accompanying artifacts and pieces of the
historical record. But it’s hard to just walk by some jaw 
dropping work of art or ignore some of my favorite sites and streets in these cities because they
don’t fit into the themes I’m developing.
     The learning that takes place on this trip goes far beyond the material that is covered in the
lectures, however. Both Florence and Rome are vibrant, thriving European cities, pulsating with life
and culture. Students are not only exposed to the past in these towns, they are immersed within the
present, and this present is a southern Mediterranean, European culture which is quite different
from their own in many ways. 
     Every street, every restaurant, every market, every shop, holds a new experience for them. They
see people dressed differently from them, talking differently from them, eating food that is different
from what they are accustomed to. They see public transportation that works spectacularly well, they
learn what a walkable urban landscape looks like, and they begin to appreciate the value in restoring
old buildings instead of tearing them down. And along the way, it slowly begins to dawn on them that
there are other, viable ways of doing things than what they have been exposed to back home.
     For most of the students who participate in my study abroad trip to Florence and Rome, there is a
tremendous amount of personal growth that takes place as well. Many of them have never been out
of the country before and many of them have never flown on a plane before. This trip not only offers
these students the opportunity to experience any number of such things for the first time, it does so
in a safe, friendly environment. And it doesn’t take long for the students to screw up their courage
and begin going out on their own in the late afternoons and evenings when the program is over,
exploring and shopping and meeting Italians. By the end of our stay in each city, they have become
very comfortable with getting around and foraging on their own. Their confidence soars as their
ability to navigate the streets, markets and shops grows.
     Another area of personal growth for the students on this program is the numerous, sometime
life-long friendships that they develop with other members of their group. These friendships last
because they are built upon some pretty stupendous shared experiences. What really warms my
heart, however, is when I think of the two sets of couples who met while on one of my programs, and
are now married. Talk about a life-changing experience!  
     I can’t guarantee you will help your students find love, but perhaps, in a far-off place, you can help
them find powerful moments of learning.
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Beach Reads
with Eggbert
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At the FDC, we can't think
of a better time to read a
good book than this
summer on the beach!
We asked faculty and
staff for their help in
curating a list of books
on Teaching and
Learning. Here is the list
for your (and Eggbert-
the FDC comfort emu's)
"Beach Read" inspiration!

Our friends at the
College of Business have
put together their own
Summer Reading group
as well! Click here to
check it out!

Dr. Anne Casper (Biology) recommends Grading For Equity by Joe Feldman
Dr. Andrew Ross (Mathematics and Statistics) recommends Talking about Leaving
Revisited by Elaine Seymour

Dr. Kimberley Barker (Management) recommends her book, YOU Can Create
Positive Change at Work!
LaMarcus Howard (Disability Resource Center) recommends Creating Inclusive
Learning Opportunities in Higher Education: A Universal Design Toolkit by Sheryl
Bergstahler

This marks the last of our weekly Happenings at the Faculty Development Center newsletters until fall.
Thanks to all of you who have read our blog posts and Teaching Spotlights, and been inspired by the
thoughtful words and inspiring work of our colleagues. Thanks for attending our programs and
workshops, and particularly, thank you to all who have led our programs. You have enabled EMU
faculty and lecturers to grow in their work, and I know they are grateful for the opportunities your
facilitation has afforded them.

We’ll be here through the summer, working on plans for next year. We welcome any ideas you might
have for programming or focus areas for the future; please reach out with your thoughts.

On behalf of myself, Jessica, Jessi, and Hannah, we are grateful to you for all you have done to support
the Faculty Development Center this year. We’ve only just begun…..

Jeff

A Note from Jeff

Sean Woolf (Office of Wellness and Community Responsibility) recommends
Truth, Beauty, and Goodness Reframed: Educating for the Virtues in the Age of
Truthiness and Twitter by Howard Gardner

Dr. Carmen McCallum (McNair Scholars
Program) recommends Equity and
Inclusion in Higher Education by Rita
Jumar and Brenda Refaei
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