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This talk will examine the relationship between Black 
Existentialism and aspects of the Black Lives Matter 
Movement.  The speaker will first explain what Black 
Existentialism is, the philosophical problems it raises, 
and conclude with a discussion of Black lives mattering 
not only as a concern for Black peoples but also for the 
core set of values and institutions through which 
humanity could flourish.  In short, why Black Lives 
matter is a clarion call to fight for democracy. 
 

Dr. Lewis R. Gordon (University of 
Connecticut) is an Afro-Jewish philosopher, 
political thinker, educator, and musician. 
Gordon’s research in philosophy is in 
Africana philosophy, philosophy of 
existence, phenomenology, social and 
political philosophy, philosophy of culture, 
race, and racism, aesthetics, philosophy of 
education, philosophy of science and 
technology, philosophy of human sciences, 
philosophy of psychiatry, and philosophy of 
medicine, psychiatry, and psychoanalysis. 
His many major works include Bad Faith 
and Antiblack Racism (1995), Existentia 
Africana (2000), Disciplinary Decadence 
(2006), What Fanon Said (2015), and 
Freedom, Justice, and Decolonization 
(2020). 
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