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Model United Nations - PLSC 343-L5, CRN 13482 
Fall 2018 

Eastern Michigan University 
T/Th 3:30-4:45 pm, 419 Pray Harrold 

 
Ebrahim Soltani     Richard Stahler-Sholk     
Office: 602E Pray Harrold    Office: 602H Pray Harrold 
Office hrs.: T/Th 2:00-3:30 p.m.   Office hrs.: T/Th 8:00-10:30 a.m. 
Email: ekhalife@emich.edu               Email: rstahler@emich.edu 
Tel.:  734-487-6971 (Office)    Tel.:  734-487-0057 (Office) 

                                  Tel. 734-487-3113 (Dept.) 
 
 
Course Description   
 
This course seeks to develop understanding of the problems of global governance, the functioning 
of the United Nations, and the interaction of divergent foreign policies at the international system 
level. Students will also learn about contemporary global issues of conflict and collaboration, and 
develop an appreciation of the wide diversity of perspectives on those issues. This is a chance to see 
the world as others perceive it outside the United States. 
The course emphasizes experiential learning. Students work in groups to represent the positions of 
countries in debates on current issues in simulated United Nations sessions. As part of the course, 
students will participate in the American Model United Nations (AMUN) conference held in 
Chicago. The class will travel to Chicago from Sat., Nov. 17 – Tues., Nov. 20, 2018 (right before 
the Thanksgiving break). The EMU class will form two country delegations representing Romania 
and Syria. By examining global issues from the perspectives of these countries, students will gain 
insight into regional blocs, the North-South divide, and the changing post-Cold War international 
order. This course also offers a special opportunity to develop and practice the arts of negotiation, 
persuasion and multilateral diplomacy. 
After returning from the conference, we will apply our skills in international problem-solving to a 
topical issue-area, which this year will be a simulation of the UNHCR’s ongoing 2018 effort to draft 
a Global Compact for Migration. 
 
 
Course Objectives 
 

- Content knowledge and skills:  Students will acquire extensive knowledge of the origins, 
development, and character of the United Nations as well as an understanding of its role in 
the international system. You will also become familiar with the contemporary foreign 
policy and international behavior of a specific nation, as well as a good understanding of 
critical global issues. You will become proficient in the rules and use of parliamentary 
procedure, and understand how simulations of the United Nations are organized and 
conducted. Model UN will also give you an understanding of the political workings of 
international institutions and global governance in general. You will develop your ability to 
construct arguments and present them persuasively to others. By the end of the semester, 
you will have acquired knowledge and skills necessary to organize and lead a small-scale 
simulation of the General Assembly, Security Council, or one of the other bodies of the UN. 
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- LBC (Learning Beyond the Classroom):  Because of the experiential learning aspect of 
participating in the Model UN conference and representing another country, this course 
satisfies the “Learning Beyond the Classroom/International & Multicultural Experience” 
component (Area V/Group 5) of the EMU General Education requirements. 

 
- WI (Writing Intensive):  This course will develop your skills in specialized research and in 

written communication strategies that are specific to international diplomacy and the 
discipline of political science.  You will have the opportunity to develop and practice your 
writing in varied formats, including foreign policy position papers, UN resolutions, written 
text of a speech, and an analytical essay on UN diplomacy.  The course satisfies the 
General Education/Writing Intensive requirement for the Political Science and International 
Affairs majors, because it addresses the following objectives: 
• Develop and employ successful, flexible writing and reading strategies that support 

sustained inquiry in a discipline. 
• Use writing strategies that achieve the purposes for writing and address the expectations 

of audiences within a disciplinary context. 
• Formulate research questions and employ strategies for researching and responding to 

questions. 
• Use discipline-specific genres to communicate information. 
• Understand conventions for communicating, disseminating, and interpreting information 

within a discipline.  
 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Attendance and participation 
Students are required to participate fully (working individually and in teams) in preparing position 
papers and resolutions, and in simulated UN debate sessions and caucusing. This requires attending 
and participating in classes all semester, AND in all assigned sessions of the American Model 
United Nations (AMUN) conference in Chicago.  Students are expected to work together as a team, 
which will include group meetings, research sessions (every Thursday from 5:15-7:30 p.m. in 
Halle Rm. G-11), and practice simulations in addition to the regular class meetings. 
 
 

 
 
 
Assignments and Exams  
Written requirements in preparation for the conference include writing two short country position 
papers on issues to come before the UN; two resolutions in the language and format of UN 
resolutions; and one general debate speech (which will also be orally presented in class). To assist 
you in preparing for the conference, you will also assemble and submit a three-ring binder of 
background information and documents on your country, its foreign policy, and the topics of your 
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committee. During Oct. 16-23 you will also schedule an individual meeting with the instructors to 
present your research and your negotiating strategy, which will be part of your class participation 
grade; anyone who is not adequately prepared at that point will not be allowed to travel to the 
conference and will instead write a research paper.  Requirements in the second half of the semester 
include a 3-5 page reaction paper assessing the conference (or a 10-page research paper for anyone 
who does not attend the conference), and an in-class final exam. 
 
Required readings 
It is essential that you complete all assigned readings before the class period for which they are 
assigned.  Many assigned readings are in internet links embedded in this syllabus, or pdf files that 
are linked to this syllabus or have been uploaded to https://canvas.emich.edu (the location of the 
course shell, which you should check regularly).   The required text for the course is listed below 
and is available at any of the bookstores that serve the EMU campus, or through online booksellers. 
 
Mingst, Karen A., Margaret P. Karns, & Alynna J. Lyon.  The United Nations in the 21st Century, 
5th ed. Boulder, CO:  Westview, 2016. ISBN 978-0-8133-4964-0. 
 
 
In addition to completing assigned readings, it is essential that you follow current world politics.  
Recommended news sources include The New York Times and The Washington Post; periodicals 
such as The Economist or The Nation; and news broadcasts such as the non-commercial Free 
Speech Radio News (http://www.fsrn.org); Democracy Now! at http://www.democracynow.org; 
National Public Radio (online at http://news.npr.org or hourly at WEMU, 89.1 FM); BBC news 
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world or broadcast on WUOM, 91.7 FM, 9:00-10:00 a.m. Mon.-Fri.); 
and Al Jazeera, http://america.aljazeera.com/topics/topic/categories/international.html.   
 
 
Preparatory research 
Much of the research on foreign policy positions, international issues, and UN information will 
require use of the Internet. We will help you get started by distributing links to key sources, 
beginning with basic information about the AMUN conference and overviews of the research 
process.  (Here’s one general resource to get you started: http://bestdelegate.com/research.)  We will 
also offer suggestions for what types of information you should gather for your country, tips on 
topic research and finding sources, and links to United Nations documents and agencies, as well as 
guides to writing position papers, drafting resolutions, and giving speeches. 
  
Early in the semester, you should go to the American Model UN web site – 
http://www.amun.org -- which contains important information about the conference we will be 
attending.  You should download and print out the 2018 AMUN Rules and Procedures, as well as 
the briefing material for your committee from the Issues at AMUN 2018 Handbook, 
http://www.amun.org/handbooks, once you have received your committee assignment. 
In class we will review the techniques and sources for specialized research on the foreign policy 
positions of Romania and Syria on specific issues.  As you do this research, you should assemble all 
relevant information in a large three-ring binder that you can use in completing your assignments 
and at the conference. 
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Grades will be calculated as follows: 
  

Assignment When Percentage 
Participation (in class and conference) All the Time 20% 

Three-Ring Binder (research materials) Oct. 9 10% 
2 Practice Resolutions (1-2 pp. each, 
written in UN format) 

Oct. 11             10% 

2 Position Papers (one-half page single-
spaced for each topic)	

Oct. 16	 10%	

Individual Meetings with Instructors	 Oct. 16-23 - 
1 General Debate Speech (outlining 
country’s overall position on issues; 2 pp. 
written, plus 2 min. oral presentation)	

Nov. 6-13	 10%	

Reaction Paper (on Model UN conference, 
3-5 pp.) 

Nov. 29 10% 

UNHCR Simulation (in class) Dec. 4-11 10% 
Final Exam Dec. 13 20% 

 
 
Communications 
 
You are responsible for regularly checking your EMU email account, where you may occasionally 
receive announcements and materials relevant to the class. If you prefer to use another email 
address, you should set up your EMU account to automatically forward to the other address. 
 
Updates  
 
Since the world of international diplomacy is constantly changing, readings and other course 
material and assignments are subject to change.  Please check your EMU email regularly for 
updates. 
 
Late Assignments and Makeup Exams 
 
Late work will be reduced one letter grade per day, and missed exams or quizzes will receive a zero, 
unless there is a legitimate documented excuse.  It is your responsibility to notify the instructor 
before the assignment due date or scheduled date of the exam. 
 
Academic Dishonesty 
 
Plagiarism – the unacknowledged use of the words or ideas of another person as one's own – is 
forbidden by the EMU Code of Community Responsibility. You may access the Code online at:   
https://www.emich.edu/policies/index.php?p=8.1. Any assignment that is plagiarized, even in part, 
will receive a score of zero, and may be referred to the EMU Office of Wellness and Community 
Responsibility. Similarly, cheating on exams is forbidden and will also result in a zero score on the 
exam. For more detailed information on what is plagiarism and how to avoid it, see: 
http://guides.emich.edu/c.php?g=611337&p=4935583 
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SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 

PART I 
INTRODUCTION: MODELING MULTILATERAL DIPLOMACY 

 
 INTRODUCTION TO MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

Th Sept. 6 
• Johnson County Community College, “What is Model UN?,” 

http://blogs.jccc.edu/mun/sample-page/  
 
 THE U.N. AND GLOBAL GOVERNANCE IN A CHANGING WORLD 

                                             T Sept. 11 
• The United Nations in the 21st Century, Ch. 1    
• Kerem Turunç, The Winning Delegate:  An Insider’s Guide to Model United 

Nations, Ch. 2, “How to Prepare,” pp. 27-45 
 

                      Th Sept. 13    
• The United Nations in the 21st Century , Ch. 2 

 
 

PART II 
THE U.N. AND MULTILATERAL DIPLOMACY 

 
            PRINCIPLES AND STRUCTURE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
                        T Sept. 18  

• The United Nations in the 21st Century, Ch. 3 
  

  Th Sept. 20  
• The United Nations in the 21st Century, Ch. 4 

 
THE ARTS OF DIPLOMACY 

T Sept. 25 
• Angie Drakulich et al., eds., A Guide to Delegate Preparation (N.Y.: UNA-

USA, 2004), pp. 15-47 
Th Sept. 27 

• Courtney B. Smith, Politics and Process at the United Nations:   
 The Global Dance (Boulder:  Lynne Rienner, 2006), Ch. 9 

 
SIMULATION:  USING INSTITUTIONAL RULES 
 T Oct. 2 

• AMUN Rules and Procedures (from 2018 Handbook, 
www.amun.org/handbooks) – read “General Conference Information,” 
“Roleplaying,” and “GA & ECOSOC Rules of Procedure” 

 Th Oct. 4 
• Simulation Scenario (distributed in class). 

- We will have an in-class simulation of a UN session, using AMUN rules & 
procedures. 
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** Research Binders due in class Tues., Oct. 9 ** 
 

NEGOTIATING TEXTS:  HOW TO WRITE A RESOLUTION 
T Oct. 9 

• AMUN Rules and Procedures (from 2018 Handbook, 
www.amun.org/handbooks) – read “Draft Documents.” 
- For this class, each of you will bring a one-page working paper (collection 
of preambular and operative clauses) on one of your committee topics.  We 
will then use AMUN rules & procedures to discuss the ideas in circulation.  
You can use this discussion in preparing your written draft resolution, 
which will be due by the start of class on Thurs., Oct. 11.  These will be 
graded on the basis of a) relevance/realistic nature of the content, and b) 
precise conformity to the AMUN resolution format. 
- Your research binder is due Oct. 9 for inspection.  These will be graded 
on the basis of a) relevant/comprehensive material, and b) effective 
organization. 
 

*** Resolutions due in class Thurs., Oct. 11 *** 
 
Th Oct. 11 

• Kishan S. Rana, “Drafting Resolutions,” 21st Century Diplomacy: A  
Practitioner’s Guide (London and New York:  Continuum, 2011), pp. 302-13. 
- For this class, we will use AMUN rules & procedures to practice debating 
some of the draft resolutions, modifying and voting on them. 

 
 

PART III    
STATES AND DIPLOMACY 

 
Note on position papers (due Tues. Oct. 16):  You will write a position paper for each topic 
on your committee, consisting of a succinct summary of the policy position of your assigned 
government on the topic.  Position papers have a very specific purpose and format, 
described in Ch. 2 of the “Issues at AMUN” Handbook, https://www.amun.org/handbooks/ ; 
you can also find samples at https://www.amun.org/sample-position-papers/ .  The papers 
will reflect a distillation of all the research you have been doing up to this point and your 
ability to apply foreign policy analysis to the purposes of diplomacy.  They are also an 
exercise in specialized writing for international relations within the political science 
discipline.  You will be given quick feedback on the papers you turn in, and it is very 
important that you then revise the papers within a few days (we will let you know the 
deadline) so we can submit the final version to be posted on the AMUN website.  If you are 
paired with another Representative on your committee, you may divide up the work of 
drafting the position papers any way you want, but you will both be responsible for the 
quality of content and format of the papers on both topics assigned for your committee. 
 

** Individual meetings scheduled with instructors, Oct. 16-23 ** 
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FOREIGN POLICY:  ROMANIA, SYRIA, AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
           T Oct. 16  

• Marc Lynch, “Syria in Hell,” in The New Arab Wars:  Uprisings and Anarchy in the 
Middle East (N.Y.:  Public Affairs, 2016), pp. 189-224. 

• “Syria’s Civil War Explained from the Beginning,” Al Jazeera, 14 Apr. 2018, 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/syria-civil-war-explained-
160505084119966.html  

 
** Position papers due by class time on Tues., Oct. 16 ** 

 
Th Oct. 18 

• “Romania – Foreign Relations,” Global Security, 17 Feb. 2017, 
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/europe/ro-foreign-relations.htm  

• Paul McCleary, “With Demands for more NATO Spending, Romania Steps Up,” 
Foreign Policy, 3 May 2017, https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/05/03/with-demands-
for-more-nato-spending-romania-steps-up/ 

 
SECURITY & DISARMAMENT (GA 1st Committee, Historical Security Council 
1948/Syria) 

T Oct. 23   
•  Krishnadev Calamur, “Syria is Now In Charge of the UN’s Disarmament 

Efforts.  Really,” The Atlantic, 29 May 2018, 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/05/syria-is-now-in-
charge-of-the-uns-disarmament-efforts-really/561386/  

  
              ECONOMIC & FINANCIAL ISSUES (GA 2nd Committee, Commission on Population & 

Development/Romania) 
Th Oct. 25 

• The United Nations in the 21st Century, Ch. 5 
   

SOCIAL & HUMANITARIAN ISSUES (3rd Committee and UN Environment Assembly) 
T Oct. 30  
• The United Nations in the 21st Century, Ch. 6 

  Th Nov. 1 
• The United Nations in the 21st Century, Ch. 7 

 
***General debate speeches presented in class, Nov. 6-13*** 

 
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND OTHER TOPICS (6th Committee and GA Plenary) 

T Nov. 6   
• Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C. Pevehouse, “International Law,” in 

International Relations, 10th ed. (Boston:  Longman, 2012), pp. 254-79. 
Th Nov. 8 
• UNA-USA (United Nations Association of the USA), “Public Speaking:  

Model UN Preparation,” http://www.unausa.org/global-classrooms-model-
un/how-to-participate/model-un-preparation/public-speaking   

 
**General debate speech/written version due Nov. 13** 
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  MULTILATERALISM VS. HEGEMONY 
T Nov. 13  

• Phyllis Bennis, Calling the Shots: How Washington Dominates Today’s UN 
(N.Y.: Olive Branch Press, 2000), Chs. 1-3, pp. 1-75.  

Th Nov. 15 
• Richard Wike et al., “U.S. Image Suffers as Public Around the World 

Question Trump’s Leadership,” Pew Research Center, Global Attitudes and 
Trends survey, 26 June 2017, 
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/06/26/u-s-image-suffers-as-publics-around-
world-question-trumps-leadership/ 

• Richard Falk, “UN Under Siege:  Geopolitics in the Time of Trump,” Global 
Justice in the 21st Century blog, 1 July 2017, 
https://richardfalk.wordpress.com/2017/07/01/un-under-siege-geopolitics-in-
the-time-of-trump/           

             
Travel to Chicago for American Model United Nations conference, 

Sat. Nov. 17-Tues. Nov. 20 
 

Thanksgiving recess 
 

PART IV    
UNITED NATIONS AND GLOBAL ISSUES 

 
 ASSESSING THE UNITED NATIONS 
    T Nov. 27   

• The United Nations in the 21st Century, Ch. 8 
• Min-Thu Pham, “Why UN Reform Remains an Elusive Goal,” in Irwin 

Arieff, ed.  A Global Agenda:  Issues Before the United Nations 2011-2012 
(N.Y.:  UNA-USA, 2011), pp. 114-21. 

 
** Model UN reaction paper (3-5 pp.) due in class Thurs., Nov. 29 ** 

 
  Th Nov. 29  

• Reed Karaim, “Reforming the UN,” Global Issues:  Selections from CQ 
Researcher (Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage/CQ Press, 2018), pp. 289-314. 

• “Trump Urges UN Reform to Make U.S. Investment Worthwhile,” Reuters, 
24 Apr. 2017, 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-budget-un-idUSKBN17Q221  

 
 SPECIAL TOPIC SIMULATION:  GLOBAL COMPACT FOR SAFE, ORDERLY, AND 

REGULAR MIGRATION 
 
Background:  Even though only about 3.3% of the world’s population are international 

migrants, global migration has received growing attention, and it is connected to many 
sensitive international issues (including economic inequality, violent conflict, and 
racist/xenophobic nationalisms).  On 16 September 2016, the UN General Assembly 
adopted the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, calling for the development 
of two global compacts in 2018 – a refugee compact to be prepared under the auspices of the 
UNHCR and a migration compact to be negotiated by the GA.  The latest draft of the 
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migration compact was prepared on 29 June 2018, and the final version is to be approved at 
an intergovernmental conference in Morocco from 10-11 December 2018.  You will be 
assigned country roles, and your task is to debate and revise the latest draft. 

 
T Dec. 4   

• Center for Migration Studies, “The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and 
Regular Migration:  Issues to Consider,” http://cmsny.org/global-compact-
issues-to-consider/  

• UNHCR, “A World in Turmoil,” Global Report 2017, 
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/gr2017/pdf/01_Intro.pdf  

• UNHCR, “Populations of Concern to UNHCR,” Global Report 2017, 
http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/gr2017/pdf/01c_PoC.pdf  

Th Dec. 6  
• UNHCR, “Global Compact for Migration,” Draft Rev. 3, 29 Jun. 2018.  

https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/180629_rev_3_final_gcm_
mainpage.pdf  

• IOM (International Organization for Migration), “Global Compact for 
Migration,” https://www.iom.int/global-compact-migration  

• OHCHR (Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights), “Global 
Compact for Migration,” 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Migration/Pages/GlobalCompactforMigrat
ion.aspx  
 

  T  Dec. 11 
• Thalif Deen, “Is UN’s Ambitious Global Compact the Last Word on the 

Migrant Crisis?,” Inter Press Service, 16 Mar. 2018, 
http://www.ipsnews.net/2018/03/uns-ambitious-global-compact-last-word-
migrant-crisis/  

  
** Final exam Thurs. Dec. 13, 3:00-4:30 pm ** 


