
   

 SECTION: 20 

BOARD OF REGENTS 
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

 

 

 

 

 EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

DATE:  

  

June 16, 2015 

 

 

                                         

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

 
APPOINTMENT OF CHARTER SCHOOLS BOARD MEMBERS 

 

 

ACTION REQUESTED 
It is recommended that the Board of Regents re-appoint Dieasree Curry to a three year term to 

the Board of Directors of Detroit Public Safety Academy; re-appoint Adrian Iraola and Theron 

Kersey to three year terms to the Board of Directors of Global Tech Academy; re-appoint Alyssa 

Stewart to a three year term to the Board of Directors of the Grand Blanc Academy; re-appoint 

Sandra Rolle and Ethan Vinson to three year terms to the Board of Directors of Great Lakes 

Academy; re-appoint Vera Hurt and Angela Polk to three year terms to the Board of Directors of 

Hope Academy; appoint Rodney Dent to a three year term to the Board of Directors of the Dr. 

Joseph F. Pollack Academic Center of Excellence (PACE); appoint Leseliey Welch to a two year 

term and re-appoint Michael Crouch and Alice Jennings-Edwards to three year terms to the 

Board of Directors of The James and Grace Lee Boggs School. 

 

STAFF SUMMARY  
According to the resolutions which establish these public school academies (charter schools), 

vacancies on the Boards of Directors shall be filled by the Eastern Michigan University Board of 

Regents. 

  

Detroit Public Safety Academy 

Desiree Curry is a Police Officer for the Detroit Police Department at 7310 Woodward, Detroit, 

Michigan.  She is a graduate of the Detroit Public School System. This is a re-appointment. 

 

Global Tech Academy 

Adrian Iraola retired from the City of Ann Arbor as an Architectural Engineer Consultant 

Manager after 25 years. He has been the president of Park Avenue Consultants Engineering Firm 

in Ann Arbor, Michigan since 2009. He has also been the Owner of Chela’s Restaurant in Ann 

Arbor, Michigan since 2012. He earned a Bachelor degree in Architectural Engineering from the 

National Politechnic Institute in Mexico City, Mexico in 1977. He was on the Board of Directors 

of the Saline Area Association and a member of Downtown Development Authority Staff. This 

is a re-appointment. 

 

Theron Kersey is a retired assembly employee from Ford Motor Company. He worked there 

from 1965-2004. He has a high school diploma. He is currently a Pastor at Community Church 

of God where he has been affiliated since 1984. This is a re-appointment. 
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Grand Blanc Academy 

Alyssa Stewart has served on the Grand Blanc Academy Board since 2009. She is a Mathematics 

Instructor for Mott Community College/Baker College in Flint, Michigan. She has earned 

degrees of Master of Arts in Mathematics from Oakland University, Rochester, Michigan and 

Bachelor of Science in Computer Information Systems Technology from Purdue University in 

West Lafayette, Indiana.  This is a re-appointment. 

 

Great Lakes Academy 

Sandra Rolle has served on the GLA Board since 2009. Rolle is the Owner/Director of Precious 

Child Learning Center. She has a Bachelor of Arts in Education Management from Norfolk State 

University, as well as Associate degrees in General Education and Early Childhood 

Development from Oakland Community College. She is a member of the National Association 

of Female Executives, Black Professional and Business Women-Southfield Chapter, Child Care 

Council of Michigan-Pontiac Chapter, and Welcome Missionary Baptist Church. This is a re-

appointment. 

 

Ethan Vinson served on the GLA Board since 2009. He is a law partner at Cummings, 

McClorey, Davis & Acho, P.L.C., in Livonia, Michigan. He received a Juris Doctorate Degree 

from University of Detroit School of Law. He earned both his Master and Bachelor degrees in 

Political Science at Western Michigan University. This is a re-appointment. 

 

Hope Academy 

Angela Polk is a Program Manager for Ford Motor Company Fund in Dearborn, MI. She earned 

a Master of Community Development degree from University of Detroit Mercy as well as a 

Bachelor of Science in Humanities degree from Lawrence Technological University. Polk serves 

on the Board of Directors of West Grand Boulevard Collaborative and of Virginia Park 

Community Investment Associates, Inc. This is a re-appointment. 

 

Vera Hurt is a retired Science School Teacher from Chandler Park Academy in Detroit Public 

School System as well as Palm Beach County Florida School System. She has earned a Master 

of Education Degree and a Bachelor of Science Degree from Wayne State University. Also she 

has Post-Graduate Studies from both Wayne State University and Eastern Michigan University 

as well as an ESOL Certificate from Florida Atlantic University. This is a re-appointment. 

 

Dr. Joseph F. Pollack Academic Center of Excellence (PACE) 

Rodney Dent is a licensed facilities engineer at Woodmont Academy in Southfield, Michigan. 

He attended Wayne State University, where he studied electrical engineering. Mr. Dent is active 

in the Boy Scouts of America and the Roselawn Neighborhood Block Club. Mr. Dent was the 

recipient of the Parent of the Year Award at PACE Academy. Mr. Dent is the parent of a student 

at PACE Academy. This is a new appointment. 

 

The James and Grace Lee Boggs School 

Leseliey Welch is the Chief Strategy Officer, Detroit Department of Health and Wellness 

Promotion at Southeast Michigan Health Association in Detroit, Michigan since 2014, and 

Lecturer II, Women’s Studies Department at University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan 

since 2001. She earned a Master of Business Administration in 2012 and a Master of Public 
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Health in 2004, and a Bachelor of Arts in 2000 all from the University of Michigan in Ann 

Arbor, Michigan.  Ms. Welch is a parent of a student at the James and Grace Lee Boggs School.   

This is a new appointment. 

  

Michael Crouch has been a Program Manager/Farmer at Earthworks Urban Farm in Detroit, 

Michigan since 2008 and a Field and Greenhouse Coordinator there since 2004.  He earned a 

Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Art from Salisbury State University in Salisbury, Maryland in 

1998.  He also volunteers at Catherine Ferguson Academy Student Farm, Hope Takes Root 

Community Garden, Detroit Food Policy Council, Undoing Racism in the Detroit Food System 

and Detroit Agriculture Network.  This is a re-appointment. 

 

Alice Jennings-Edwards has been a Partner/Attorney at Edwards & Jennings, P.C. in Detroit, 

Michigan since 1981.  She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Social Work from Michigan State 

University in Lansing, Michigan in 1972.  She received a Juris Doctor degree from Wayne State 

University in Detroit, Michigan in 1978. She belongs to the Civil Liberties Committee, the 

National Conference of Black Lawyers, the Wolverine Bar Association and the Michigan Trial 

Lawyers Association.  This is a re-appointment. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

None. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION 

 

The proposed Board action has been reviewed and is recommended for Board approval. 

 

 

   

    

University Executive Officer Date 
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