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RECOMMENDATION 

 

 
APPOINTMENT OF CHARTER SCHOOLS BOARD MEMBERS 

 

 

ACTION REQUESTED 
It is recommended that the Board of Regents re-appoint Marcella Bell to a three year term and 

appoint Belda Garza to a three year term to the Board of Directors of Academy for Business and 

Technology; re-appoint Curtis Robinson to a three year term to the Board of Directors of 

Commonwealth Community Development Academy; re-appoint Denise Bennett and Floyd Jean 

Webb to three year terms to the Board of Directors of the Joseph F. Pollack Academic Center of 

Excellence. 

 

STAFF SUMMARY  
According to the resolutions which establish these public school academies (charter schools), 

vacancies on the Boards of Directors shall be filled by the Eastern Michigan University Board of 

Regents. 

  

Academy for Business and Technology 

Marcella Bell is retired from Ford Motor Company in both Flat Rock and Monroe, Michigan. 

She has earned a Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing major/Management minor 

from Baker College of Allen Park, Michigan. She is a parent of three children who attend the 

Academy for Business and Technology. This is a re-appointment. 

 

Belda Garza is retired from the management team at PMA Consultants LLC in Detroit, 

Michigan. She worked as an Assistant Executive Director for the Michigan Metro Girl Scouts for 

16 years. She worked as a community specialist for the Federal Government on the 2010 Census 

in 2009. She graduated from Western High Scool and attended Wayne State University’s Center 

for Chicano and Boricua Studies. She was board member on the Detroit School Board in 2002-

2005. She served two years as Commissioner on the State Commission of Spanish Speaking 

Affairs. She served on the City of Detroit Work Force Development Board, Sinai Grace Hospital 

Board of Trustees, Vice President of Patriotic Committee and Vice Chair of Southwest Detroit 

Development Collaborative in 2002. She served for two years as State Representative of South 

West Detroit Michigan Legislature in 1998. 

 

Commonwealth Community Development Academy 

Curtis Robinson is a retired Ford Motor Company employee having worked there for 35 years as 

a Financial Executive.  He studied Agri-Business at Tuskegee University and studied Accounting 
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at Lawrence Technological University in Southfield, Michigan. He volunteers his time with 

organizations such as the Junior Achievement, Adopt-A-Child, and NAACP. He has served on 

the Board of Directors of Commonwealth Community Development Academy since 2005.  This 

is a re-appointment. 

 

Dr. Joseph F. Pollack Academic Center of Excellence (PACE) 

Denise Bennett is the President/CEO of Bennett & Associates LLC in Detroit, MI since 2002. 

She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from Mercy College of Detroit in Detroit, 

Michigan. Ms. Bennett has previously served as an executive board member for The Academy of 

Westland Charter School. She has also served on the board of the Lawton Career Institute. In 

addition, Ms. Bennett has served as a volunteer with the Volunteer Income Tax Association 

(VITA) program, Accounting Aide Society and Association of Women Accountants. 

 

Floyd Jean Webb is a retired Curriculum Leader-Department Head from Frederick Douglass 

High School & Academy.  She has a Master of Art degree in Family and Consumer Resources 

from Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan, a Post degree in Child Development from 

Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan and a Bachelor of Science degree in Home 

Economics from Miles College in Birmingham, Alabama. She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa 

from Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan. 

 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

None. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION 

 

The proposed Board action has been reviewed and is recommended for Board approval. 
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