
BOARD OF REGENTS 
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

RECOMMENDATION 
NEW ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 
ACTION REQUESTED 
It is recommended that the Board of Regents approve a new Academic Program: Special 
Education Major K-12 Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement 

SUMMARY 
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) is a neurologically based disability causing persons to 
process information differently. Processing deficits may include input, central processing and 
output involving various cognitive processes. ASD primarily affects communication, verbal and 
language, socialization, and academics. 
Students with ASD are at greater risk for failure in K-12 educational systems, including failure to 
master basic skills and failure to meet content area standards towards graduation. 
Special education services for students with ASD may involve teaching communication and 
socialization skills, behavioral supports, and remediation of basic academic skills and 
compensation for academic skills and processing deficits affecting learning. This involves direct 
instruction in communication, social, behavioral, and academic areas and the development of 
accommodations and modifications for the family, community, and general education teachers to 
implement, enabling students to spend as much time as possible in the general education 
program. 

The Special Education Major (K-12) ASD endorsement program is based on the belief that 
teachers with an ASD endorsement need a firm grounding in the theory of autism and an ability 
to use that theory to develop individual programs for students, meeting their specific needs. 
Upon graduation, students will be competent to assess, analyze assessment data, and 
develop/implement individual education programs, based on a strong theoretical understanding 
of the nature of autism spectrum disorders. 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
Program costs will be absorbed with the current Academic Affairs budget 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION 
The proposed Board action has been reviewed and is recommended for Board approval. 

_______________________________________ __________________________ 
University Executive Officer                         Date 

SECTION: 19

DATE: 

June 21, 2016 



 

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
DIVISION OF ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 

OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE VICE-PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC PROGRAMMING AND SERVICES 
INTER OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Chris Shell, Registrar 
  Janet Fisher, Department Head, Special Education 
 
FROM: Rhonda Longworth, Inter
 
SUBJECT: Special Education Major K-12 Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement – Secondary (new program) 

Special Education Major K-12 Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement – Elementary (new program) 
  
DATE:  April 4, 2016 
 
The attached request from the Special Education Department and the College of Education for new undergraduate 
programs, Special Education Major K-12 Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement – Secondary and Special 
Education Major K-12 Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement – Elementary, is approved. The effective date will 
be determined following consideration by the Academic Officers Committee, Michigan Association of State Universities 
and the Eastern Michigan University Board of Regents. 
 
The proposal includes the following new courses (effective Fall 2016): 

• SPAI 220 – Introduction to Autism Spectrum Disorders 
• SPAI 240 – Pre-Clinical Experiences - Autism Spectrum Disorders 
• SPAI 335 – Language and Communication for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders 
• SPAI 345 – Curriculum and Instructional Strategies in Autism Spectrum Disorders 
• SPAI 396 – Family Dynamics with Autism Spectrum Disorders 
• SPAI 430 – Assessment and Intervention in Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
• SPAI 440 – Principles of Positive Behavior Support for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Evan Finley, Course and Program Development Associate (487-8954, 
efinley2@emich.edu). 
 
Attachment: New Program and Course Proposals 

 
 
cc:   
Michael Sayler, Dean, College of Education 
Judith Kullberg, President, Faculty Senate 
Calvin McFarland, Director, Academic and Career Planning  
Pat Cygnar, Director, Community College Relations 
Julie Knutson-Garcia, Director, Extended Programs  
John Feldkamp, Assistant Director, Honors College  
Ramona Milligan, Coordinator, Registration  
Carol Evans, Transfer Equivalency Coordinator, Records & Registration 
Ann Richards, Assistant Director, Admissions Processing 
Mary Butkovich, Halle Library 
Bin Ning, Assistant Vice President and Executive Director, IRIM 
Derrick Fries, Special Education 
Sally Burton-Hoyle, Special Education 
Original, Catalog Office 



Eastern Michigan
University

2016-2017 Undergraduate Catalog (Working
Draft)

Special Education Major K-12 Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement
– Elementary

New Program, effective date TBD

Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) is a neurologically based disability causing persons to process information

differently. Processing deficits may include input, central processing and output involving various cognitive processes.

ASD primarily impacts communication, verbal and language, socialization, and academics.

These processing deficits may impact a person’s ability to master communication and socialization, which impacts

behavior and the ability to benefit from various academic skills, including,

basic reading skills,

reading fluency,

reading comprehension,

written expression,

math calculation,

math problem solving skills,

oral expression, and

listening comprehension.

Students with ASD are at greater risk for failure in K-12 educational systems, including failure to master basic skills

and failure to meet content area standards towards graduation.

Special education services for students with ASD may involve teaching communication and socialization skills,

behavioral supports and remediation of basic academic skills and compensation for academic skills and processing

deficits impacting learning. This involves both direct instruction in communication, social, behavioral and academic

areas and the development of accommodations and modifications for the family, community and general education

teachers to implement, enabling students to spend as much time as possible in the general education program.

The Special Education Major (K-12) ASD endorsement program is based on the belief that teachers with an ASD

endorsement need a firm grounding in the theory of autism and an ability to use that theory to develop individual

programs for students, meeting their specific needs. This will be accomplished by a curriculum requiring a rigorous

understanding of the theory of learning, from a neurological perspective, coupled with strong field experiences

connecting theory to reality. Strong focus will be given to developing both individual student profiles, involving the

assessment and analysis of processing and academic skills, and a wide repertoire of strategies for direct instruction of

skills and collaboration with general education personnel to develop accommodations and modifications.

Upon graduation, students will be competent to assess, analyze assessment data and develop and implement

4/15/16, 11:29 AM



individual education programs, based on a strong theoretical understanding of the nature of autism spectrum
disorders.

Department Information:

Special Education - College of Education

Janet Fisher, Ed.D.

Department Head
128 Porter Bldg
(734) 487-3300
jfisher3@emich.edu

Department Website

Advisor Information:

Contact department for advisor information.

Teacher Certification:

Completion of the Special Education Major K-12 Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement, within the context of
other program requirements, qualifies students for recommendation to the Michigan Department of Education for
a K-12 endorsement as a Teacher of Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders. This program of study meets all
requirements of the Council for Exceptional Children and has been approved by the Michigan Department of
Education

Initial Teacher Preparation Program Admission

In order to pursue the sequence of courses necessary to complete eligibility for recommendation for certification,
one must apply for and be admitted to the teacher preparation program. Admission requirements are common for
all teacher preparation programs, except that certain special education programs have additional requirements.

Each undergraduate student is responsible for applying to the teacher preparation program immediately after the
semester in which the student has earned 56 credit hours. Transfer students with more than 56 credit hours should
apply immediately after the semester in which they have earned 12 hours at EMU, including at least one course in
their major. Students with 56 hours of transfer course work with a decision GPA of 3.0 may apply for admission to
the teacher preparation program without 12 earned hours at EMU.

Admission to the teacher preparation program is not automatic and is a two phase process. Only those persons
who have formally applied are considered for admission. Not all persons who apply become eligible for
admission.

Applications for the Initial Teacher Preparation Program at EMU are available within your my.emich account

under the “Student” tab. Submit your completed application to the Office of Academic Services once you have
earned 56 credit hours.

Teaching majors and minors are unofficial until program admission. Students pursuing teacher certification
should follow the catalog that exists at the time of program admission. It is important that students apply to the
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teacher preparation program as soon as they have earned 56 credit hours.

Admission Criteria:

Admission to Phase I of the Initial Teacher Preparation Program (ITTP):

Students must meet all of the following requirements:

Completion of 56 credit hours
Appropriate cumulative GPA. One of:

An overall EMU GPA of 2.5 or higher based on a minimum of 12 credit hours taken at EMU. An EMU
GPA of 2.5 or higher in your major, based on at least one course in your major. The Elementary
Education Major is comprehensive, therefore, the elementary major GPA is based on the cumulative of
liberal arts curriculum and content course work.
Transferred 56 credits with a cumulative 3.0 GPA from all previous institutions.

A grade of “C” or higher in the following courses (if taken):
WRTG 121 - Composition II: Researching the Public Experience (GEEC) or ENGL 121 
CTAC 124 - Foundations of Speech Communication (GEEC) 
MATH 108 - Problem Solving and Number Concepts for Elementary School Teachers 
MATH 110E - Mathematical Reasoning: Applications for Elementary School Teachers (GEQR) 
PHY 100 - Physics for Elementary Teachers (GEKN) 
ESSC 202 - Earth Science for Elementary Teachers (GEKN) 
all of the professional education courses, all courses that state “for elementary teachers,” and, if special
education, PSY 101.

Official Test Scores showing competency in at least one of the following areas: mathematics, reading and
writing.  Scores are accepted from the Professional Readiness Exam (PRE), Basic Skills Test (no longer
offered), ACT, or Michigan Merit Exam (MME). The following scores are acceptable:

Mathematics: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT mathematics 22 or higher, or MME mathematics 1116 or
higher.
Writing: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT combined English/writing 24 or higher, or MME writing 1129
or higher.
Reading: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT reading 22 or higher, or MME reading 1108 or higher.

ICHAT criminal background check, and Statement of Civil/Criminal Convictions. If you answered yes to
any of the civil/criminal conviction questions on the application, you will need to provide:

A copy of the Judgment of Sentence, or Registrar of Actions, or Certification of Conviction.
A written explanation of the offense(s). Application of students with civil/criminal convictions will be
carefully reviewed and may take longer to process.

Attendance at Group Advising Session required. Your major may require additional advising sessions. 

Admission to Initial Teacher Preparation Program Candidacy:

Students must meet all of the following requirements, and complete Phase I before starting Phase II:

A grade of “C” or higher in the following courses (courses must be completed):
CURR 304 - Curriculum and Methods: Elementary 
RDNG 300 - Early Literacy 
SOFD 328W - Schools for a Diverse and Democratic Society (GEWI) 

Official Test Scores showing competency in all three of the following areas: mathematics, reading and
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writing.  Scores are accepted from the Professional Readiness Exam (PRE), Basic Skills Test (no longer
offered), ACT, or Michigan Merit Exam (MME). The following scores are acceptable:

Mathematics: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT mathematics 22 or higher, or MME mathematics 1116 or
higher.

Writing: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT combined English/writing 24 or higher, or MME writing 1129
or higher.

Reading: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT reading 22 or higher, or MME reading 1108 or higher.

A Dispositions Review from CURR 304 will be completed in LiveText.  Students will be responsible for
saving this as a .PDF and uploading the file with their iChat form when applying to the ITTP.

Continuance Criteria

Criteria for continuance in a program of study in the Department of Special Education is dependent upon:

Maintenance of a 2.5 GPA.1.

Maintenance of a 2.5 GPA in major courses in program of study.2.

Completion of all courses in the major with a grade of C or better. Students will be required to retake any
major course in which they earn a grade below C. A major course may be repeated only once.

3. 

Demonstration of behaviors which indicate stability, maturity, understanding and aptitude as judged
necessary for predicted success in the professional field of special education. Such qualitative judgments will
be made by the department faculty.

4. 

The continuance or termination decision will be made by the faculty in the program area. Students may request a
meeting with the faculty of a program area to apprise faculty of any extenuating circumstances that may aid
faculty in arriving at a fair and equitable decision. The faculty decision will be final and will be transmitted to the
student in writing by the department head.

Nothing in this department’s procedures will negate University or College of Education action for students on
academic, administrative or social probation.

Termination from the Department

Students who fail to comply with the continuation criteria stated above will be notified in writing of their
termination from the program. Students so notified have the right to appeal such termination through normal
University channels. In some cases, a student will be required to meet with program area faculty for discussion of
academic performance and continuation in the program.

General Education Requirements:

For specific General Education requirements, click here.

Professional Elementary Education Sequence: 44-56 hours

Pre-Admission Phase - The Learner and the Community: 11 hours

Students must be Sophomore standing or higher to begin this phase.

CTAR 300 - Integrated Arts 3 hrs

EDPS 325 - Life Span Human Growth and Development 4 hrs

HLED 320 - Health Education in the Elementary Grades 2 hrs
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PHED 257 - Physical Education for the Classroom Teacher 2 hrs

Phase I - Curriculum, Assessment, and the Social Context: 15 hours

Students must complete the Pre-admission Phase prior to enrolling in the following two courses, but may enroll prior to
Phase I admission

RDNG 300 - Early Literacy 3 hrs
SOFD 328W - Schools for a Diverse and Democratic Society (GEWI) 3 hrs
Formal admission to the Phase I of the Initial Teacher Preparation Program is required to enroll in the following
courses:

CURR 304 - Curriculum and Methods: Elementary 3 hrs
GEOG 348 - Teaching Social Studies in Elementary Schools 3 hrs
One course from the following:

PRCT 304L4 - Practicum I: Elementary (GELB) 3 hrs
SPAI 240 - Pre-Clinical Experiences — Autism Spectrum Disorders 3 hrs
SPCI 240 - Preclinical Experiences — Cognitive Impairment 3 hrs
SPEI 240L4 - Pre-clinical Experiences — Emotional Impairment (GELB) 3 hrs
SPLI 240 - Pre-Clinical Experiences - Learning Disabilities 3 hrs
SPPI 240L4 - Preclinical Experiences — POHI (GELB) 3 hrs

Phase II - Content and Methods and Teaching: 12 hours

Completion of Phase I and formal admission to Initial Teacher Preparation Program Candidacy is required to begin
Phase II.

BIOT 303 - Life Science for Elementary Teachers 3 hrs
MATH 381 - Teaching Mathematics in Elementary School 3 hrs
PRCT 310L4 - Practicum II: Elementary (GELB) 3 hrs
RDNG 310 - Literacy Across the Curriculum in the Intermediate Grades 3 hrs

Phase III - Capstone Experience: 6-18 hours

Completion of Phase II is required to begin this phase

EDUC 499L4 - Student Teaching (GELB) 6 hrs
SPGN 491 - Special Education Student Teaching and Seminar 12 hrs
Students pursuing the Special Education Major K-12 Speech/Language Pathology Endorsement - Elementary are not
required to complete SPGN 491. All other K-12 Special Education Majors - Elementary programs are required to
complete both courses.

Major Requirements: 80 hours

Liberal Arts Requirements: 36 hours

ARTE 220 - Visual Arts for Elementary Teachers (GEKA) 3 hrs
CHL 207 - Introduction to Children's Literature (GEKH) 3 hrs
CTAC 124 - Foundations of Speech Communication (GEEC) 3 hrs
ESSC 202 - Earth Science for Elementary Teachers (GEKN) 3 hrs
GEOG 110 - World Regions (GEGA) 3 hrs
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HIST 123 - The United States to 1877 (GEKS) 3 hrs

MATH 108 - Problem Solving and Number Concepts for Elementary School Teachers 3 hrs

MATH 110E - Mathematical Reasoning: Applications for Elementary School Teachers (GEQR) 3 hrs

MUSC 220 - Music for the Elementary Teacher (GEKA) 3 hrs

PHY 100 - Physics for Elementary Teachers (GEKN) 3 hrs

PLSC 112 - American Government (GEKS) 3 hrs

WRTG 121 - Composition II: Researching the Public Experience (GEEC) 3 hrs

K-12 Special Education Core: 26 hours

PSY 101 - General Psychology Lecture (GEKN) 3 hrs

SPGN 251 - Introduction to Inclusion and Disabilities Studies in a Diverse Society (GEUS) 3 hrs

SPGN 271 - Speech and Language Development in Children, Adolescents and Young Adults with
Exceptional Learning Needs 2 hrs

SPGN 323W - Writing for Professionals in Special Education (GEWI) 3 hrs

SPGN 395 - Children, Adolescents, and Young Adults with Disabilities: School, Family and Community
Interaction 3 hrs

Admission to the Initial Teacher Preparation Program is required to enroll in the following courses:

SPGN 390 - Measurement and Diagnosis in Special Education 3 hrs

SPGN 461 - Classroom Management and Intervention Strategies for Students with Disabilities 3 hrs

SPGN 471 - Curriculum and Transitions for Secondary Special Education 3 hrs

SPGN 481 - Assistive and Instructional Technology in Special Education 3 hrs

Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement: 18 hours

SPAI 240 and SPGN 491 are considered major requirements, but only count once towards the degree.

SPAI 220 - Introduction to Autism Spectrum Disorders 3 hrs

SPAI 335 - Language and Communication for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders 3 hrs

SPAI 345 - Curriculum and Instructional Strategies in Autism Spectrum Disorder 3 hrs

SPAI 396 - Family Dynamics with Autism Spectrum Disorders 3 hrs

Admission to the Initial Teacher Preparation Program is required to enroll in the following courses:

SPAI 430 - Assessment and Intervention in Autism Spectrum Disorder 3 hrs

SPAI 440 - Principles of Positive Behavior Support for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder 3 hrs

Minor Requirement:

This program does not require a minor.

Program Total:

Students must earn a minimum total of 124 credits at the 100-level or above.
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Pre-Student Teaching Experience Requirements

One hundred fifty (150) hours of pre-student teaching are required. Fifty (50) hours will be completed in regular
education K-5 classrooms. Fifty (50) hours will be completed in elementary special education settings. Fifty (50)
hours will be completed in secondary special education settings.  Some of these hours will be completed in
conjunction with your education courses.  All hours should be documented per department procedure.

Student Teaching:

Two (2) semesters of student teaching will be completed, one in a general education elementary classroom and one
in a special education setting.

Critical Graduation Information:

The following are minimum requirements for all bachelor’s degrees awarded by Eastern Michigan University.

Some majors and minors require more than the minimum in one or more of the areas below; students are

urged to consult the on-line catalog for the requirements of their particular programs.

Earn a minimum total of 124 credits at the 100-level and above. Courses with numbers below 100 will not

be counted toward this degree requirement. At most 8 credit hours of physical education (PEGN) activity

courses will be counted toward this requirement. A Bachelor of Arts degree requires completion of one
year of college credit in a world language.
Meet the requirements of the General Education program (see information below).
Complete a Writing Intensive (WI) Course in your major.
Earn a minimum of 60 credits from a four-year college or university; courses taken at community colleges

cannot be used to meet this requirement. (Some formal program-to-program articulation agreements
modify this requirement. See specific agreements for details.)
Earn a minimum of 30 credits from courses taken at EMU.
Complete 10 of the last 30 hours for the degree from courses taken at EMU.
Have a minimum of 30 unique credit hours in their major and 20 unique credit hours in their minor for a total
of at least 50 unique credit hours between them. Some majors that require 50 or more hours themselves do
not require a minor; students should check requirements of the selected major in the undergraduate catalog
to see if a minor is required.
Earn no more than 60 credit hours in one subject area (prefix). Credits in excess of the 60 maximum will not
be counted toward the minimum of 124 credits required for a bachelor’s degree.
Earn the minimum number of credits in 300-level and above courses in each major and minor as specified
below - these credits must be earned in distinct courses; that is, no course can be used to fulfill this
requirement in more that one major or minor.

Earn a minimum of 6 credits in 300-level or higher courses at EMU in each minor
Earn a minimum of 9 credits in 300-level or higher courses at EMU in each major that requires a minor.
Earn a minimum of 15 credits in 300-level or higher courses at EMU in each major that does not require
a minor

Transfer credit will be awarded for courses taken at colleges and universities that are accredited by one of the
recognized regional accrediting bodies only if the courses are college-level (equated to 100-level or above at
EMU) and the student earned a “C” (or 2.0 on a 4 point scale) or better. Transfer credit may be awarded on a
case-by-case basis for college-level courses in which a “C” (2.0) or better was earned at institutions outside
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the U.S. or at non-accredited U.S. institutions; the internal review of such courses is conducted by individual
departments/schools within EMU, and additional documentation may be required. Please note: EMU awards
only credits for transferred courses; grades are not used in the calculation of an EMU GPA.

Earn a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 in courses taken at EMU in order to graduate. In addition, a
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 must be reached in each major and minor. Only courses taken at EMU and
those applied to a student’s major or minor, will be used in the calculation of their major and minor
cumulative GPAs. (Note: some programs may require a higher GPA - check with your program advisor.)

General Education Requirements:

EMU’s General Education Program requires students to choose from a menu of approved courses in several
different areas; do not assume that other courses in the same department or with similar names will fulfill these
requirements. A detailed description of General Education requirements is available on the General Education
section of the catalog: General Education 

Students who transferred to EMU may have modified general education requirements based on Michigan Transfer
Agreement (MTA) or articulation agreements; consult your academic advisor for additional information.
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Eastern Michigan
University

2016-2017 Undergraduate Catalog (Working
Draft)

Special Education Major K-12 Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement -
Secondary

New Program, effective date TBD

Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) is a neurologically based disability causing persons to process information

differently. Processing deficits may include input, central processing and output involving various cognitive processes.

ASD primarily impacts communication, verbal and language, socialization, and academics.

These processing deficits may impact a person’s ability to master communication and socialization, which impacts

behavior and the ability to benefit from various academic skills, including,

basic reading skills,

reading fluency,

reading comprehension,

written expression,

math calculation,

math problem solving skills,

oral expression, and

listening comprehension.

Students with ASD are at greater risk for failure in K-12 educational systems, including failure to master basic skills

and failure to meet content area standards towards graduation.

Special education services for students with ASD may involve teaching communication and socialization skills,

behavioral supports and remediation of basic academic skills and compensation for academic skills and processing

deficits impacting learning. This involves both direct instruction in communication, social, behavioral and academic

areas and the development of accommodations and modifications for the family, community and general education

teachers to implement, enabling students to spend as much time as possible in the general education program.

The Special Education Major (K-12) ASD endorsement program is based on the belief that teachers with an ASD

endorsement need a firm grounding in the theory of autism and an ability to use that theory to develop individual

programs for students, meeting their specific needs. This will be accomplished by a curriculum requiring a rigorous

understanding of the theory of learning, from a neurological perspective, coupled with strong field experiences

connecting theory to reality. Strong focus will be given to developing both individual student profiles, involving the

assessment and analysis of processing and academic skills, and a wide repertoire of strategies for direct instruction of

skills and collaboration with general education personnel to develop accommodations and modifications.

Upon graduation, students will be competent to assess, analyze assessment data and develop and implement
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individual education programs, based on a strong theoretical understanding of the nature of autism spectrum
disorders.

Department Information:

Special Education - College of Education

Janet Fisher, Ed.D.

Department Head
128 Porter Bldg
(734) 487-3300
jfisher3@emich.edu

Department Website

Advisor Information:

Contact department for advisor information.

Teacher Certification:

Completion of the Special Education Major K-12 Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement, within the context of
other program requirements, qualifies students for recommendation to the Michigan Department of Education for
a K-12 endorsement as a Teacher of Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders. This program of study meets all
requirements of the Council for Exceptional Children and has been approved by the Michigan Department of
Education.

Initial Teacher Preparation Program Admission

In order to pursue the sequence of courses necessary to complete eligibility for recommendation for certification,
one must apply for and be admitted to the teacher preparation program. Admission requirements are common for
all teacher preparation programs, except that certain special education programs have additional requirements.

Each undergraduate student is responsible for applying to the teacher preparation program immediately after the
semester in which the student has earned 56 credit hours. Transfer students with more than 56 credit hours should
apply immediately after the semester in which they have earned 12 hours at EMU, including at least one course in
their major. Students with 56 hours of transfer course work with a decision GPA of 3.0 may apply for admission to
the teacher preparation program without 12 earned hours at EMU.

Admission to the teacher preparation program is not automatic and is a two phase process. Only those persons
who have formally applied are considered for admission. Not all persons who apply become eligible for
admission.

Applications for the Initial Teacher Preparation Program at EMU are available within your my.emich account

under the “Student” tab. Submit your completed application to the Office of Academic Services once you have
earned 56 credit hours.

Teaching majors and minors are unofficial until program admission. Students pursuing teacher certification
should follow the catalog that exists at the time of program admission. It is important that students apply to the
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teacher preparation program as soon as they have earned 56 credit hours.

Admission Criteria:

Admission to Phase I of the Initial Teacher Preparation Program (ITTP):

Students must meet all of the following requirements:

Completion of 56 credit hours
Appropriate cumulative GPA. One of:

An overall EMU GPA of 2.5 or higher based on a minimum of 12 credit hours taken at EMU. An EMU
GPA of 2.5 or higher in your major, based on at least one course in your major. The Elementary
Education Major is comprehensive, therefore, the elementary major GPA is based on the cumulative of
liberal arts curriculum and content course work.
Transferred 56 credits with a cumulative 3.0 GPA from all previous institutions.

A grade of “C” or higher in the following courses (if taken):
WRTG 121 - Composition II: Researching the Public Experience (GEEC) or ENGL 121 
CTAC 124 - Foundations of Speech Communication (GEEC) 
Quantitative Reasoning (GEQR) 
One Lab Science   
all of the professional education courses, and, if special education, PSY 101.

Official Test Scores showing competency in at least one of the following areas: mathematics, reading and
writing.  Scores are accepted from the Professional Readiness Exam (PRE), Basic Skills Test (no longer
offered), ACT, or Michigan Merit Exam (MME). The following scores are acceptable:

Mathematics: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT mathematics 22 or higher, or MME mathematics 1116 or
higher.
Writing: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT combined English/writing 24 or higher, or MME writing 1129
or higher.
Reading: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT reading 22 or higher, or MME reading 1108 or higher.

ICHAT criminal background check, and Statement of Civil/Criminal Convictions. If you answered yes to
any of the civil/criminal conviction questions on the application, you will need to provide:

A copy of the Judgment of Sentence, or Registrar of Actions, or Certification of Conviction.
A written explanation of the offense(s). Application of students with civil/criminal convictions will be
carefully reviewed and may take longer to process.

Attendance at Group Advising Session required. Your major may require additional advising sessions. 

Admission to Initial Teacher Preparation Program Candidacy:

Students must meet all of the following requirements, and complete Phase I prior to starting Phase II:

A grade of “C” or higher in the following courses (courses must be completed):
CURR 305 - Curriculum and Methods: Secondary 
SOFD 328W - Schools for a Diverse and Democratic Society (GEWI) 

Official Test Scores showing competency in all three of the following areas: mathematics, reading and
writing.  Scores are accepted from the Professional Readiness Exam (PRE), Basic Skills Test (no longer
offered), ACT, or Michigan Merit Exam (MME). The following scores are acceptable:

Mathematics: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT mathematics 22 or higher, or MME mathematics 1116 or
higher.
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Writing: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT combined English/writing 24 or higher, or MME writing 1129
or higher.
Reading: PRE pass, Basic Skills pass, ACT reading 22 or higher, or MME reading 1108 or higher.

A Dispositions Review from CURR 305 will be completed in LiveText.  Students will be responsible for
saving this as a .PDF and uploading the file with their iChat form when applying to the ITTP.

Continuance Criteria

Criteria for continuance in a program of study in the Department of Special Education is dependent upon:

Maintenance of a 2.5 GPA.1. 
Maintenance of a 2.5 GPA in major courses in program of study.2. 
Completion of all courses in the major with a grade of C or better. Students will be required to retake any
major course in which they earn a grade below C. A major course may be repeated only once.

3. 

Demonstration of behaviors which indicate stability, maturity, understanding and aptitude as judged
necessary for predicted success in the professional field of special education. Such qualitative judgments will
be made by the department faculty.

4. 

The continuance or termination decision will be made by the faculty in the program area. Students may request a
meeting with the faculty of a program area to apprise faculty of any extenuating circumstances that may aid
faculty in arriving at a fair and equitable decision. The faculty decision will be final and will be transmitted to the
student in writing by the department head.

Nothing in this department’s procedures will negate University or College of Education action for students on
academic, administrative or social probation.

Termination from the Department

Students who fail to comply with the continuation criteria stated above will be notified in writing of their
termination from the program. Students so notified have the right to appeal such termination through normal
University channels. In some cases, a student will be required to meet with program area faculty for discussion of
academic performance and continuation in the program.

General Education Requirements:

For specific General Education requirements, click here.

Professional Secondary Education Sequence: 22-34 hours

Pre-Admission Phase - The Learner and the Community: 4 hours

Students must be Sophomore standing or higher to begin this phase

EDPS 325 - Life Span Human Growth and Development 4 hrs
 
Phase I - Curriculum, Assessment, and the Social Context: 6 hours

Students must complete the pre-admission phase prior to enrolling in the following course, but may enroll prior to

admission to Phase I

SOFD 328W - Schools for a Diverse and Democratic Society (GEWI) 3 hrs
Formal admission to Phase I of the Initial Teacher Preparation Program is required to enroll in the following courses:
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CURR 305 - Curriculum and Methods: Secondary 3 hrs

 
Phase II - Content and Methods and Teaching: 6 hours

Completion of Phase I and formal admission to Initial Teacher Preparation Program Candidacy is required to begin

Phase II.

RDNG 311 - Teaching Reading in the Secondary School 3 hrs

Methods Teaching Course in Minor area of concentration 3 hrs

 
Phase III - Capstone Experience: 6-18 hours

Students must complete Phase II prior to beginning this phase

EDUC 499L4 - Student Teaching (GELB) 6 hrs

SPGN 491 - Special Education Student Teaching and Seminar 12 hrs

Students pursuing the Special Education Major K-12 Speech/Language Pathology Endorsement - Secondary are not

required to complete SPGN 491. All other K-12 Special Education Majors - Secondary programs are required to

complete both courses.

Major Requirements: 47 hours

K-12 Special Education Core: 26 hours

PSY 101 - General Psychology Lecture (GEKN) 3 hrs

SPGN 251 - Introduction to Inclusion and Disabilities Studies in a Diverse Society (GEUS) 3 hrs

SPGN 271 - Speech and Language Development in Children, Adolescents and Young Adults with

Exceptional Learning Needs 2 hrs

SPGN 323W - Writing for Professionals in Special Education (GEWI) 3 hrs

SPGN 395 - Children, Adolescents, and Young Adults with Disabilities: School, Family and Community

Interaction 3 hrs

Admission to the Initial Teacher Preparation Program is required to enroll in the following courses:

SPGN 390 - Measurement and Diagnosis in Special Education 3 hrs

SPGN 461 - Classroom Management and Intervention Strategies for Students with Disabilities 3 hrs

SPGN 471 - Curriculum and Transitions for Secondary Special Education 3 hrs

SPGN 481 - Assistive and Instructional Technology in Special Education 3 hrs

Autism Spectrum Disorders Endorsement: 21 hours

SPGN 491 is considered a major requirement, but only counts once towards the degree.

SPAI 220 - Introduction to Autism Spectrum Disorders 3 hrs

SPAI 240 - Pre-Clinical Experiences — Autism Spectrum Disorders 3 hrs

SPAI 335 - Language and Communication for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders 3 hrs

SPAI 345 - Curriculum and Instructional Strategies in Autism Spectrum Disorder 3 hrs

SPAI 396 - Family Dynamics with Autism Spectrum Disorders 3 hrs

SPAI 430 - Assessment and Intervention in Autism Spectrum Disorder 3 hrs

Admission to the Initial Teacher Preparation Program is required to enroll in the following courses:
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SPAI 440 - Principles of Positive Behavior Support for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder 3 hrs

Teachable Minor:

Minor options include:

Biology
Computer Science
German Language
Mathematics
Spanish Language

Chemistry
Earth Science
Health
Physical Education

Communication, Media, and Theatre Arts
French Language
Language/Literature/Writing
Physics

Program Total:

Students must earn a minimum total of 124 credits at the 100-level or above.

Pre-Student Teaching Experience Requirements

One hundred fifty (150) hours of pre-student teaching are required. Fifty (50) hours will be completed in regular
education K-5 classrooms. Fifty (50) hours will be completed in elementary special education settings. Fifty (50)
hours will be completed in secondary special education settings.  Some of these hours will be completed in
conjunction with your education courses.  All hours should be documented per department procedure.

Student Teaching:

Two (2) semesters of student teaching will be completed, one in a general education secondary classroom (in
minor) and one in a special education setting.

Critical Graduation Information:

The following are minimum requirements for all bachelor’s degrees awarded by Eastern Michigan University.

Some majors and minors require more than the minimum in one or more of the areas below; students are

urged to consult the on-line catalog for the requirements of their particular programs.

Earn a minimum total of 124 credits at the 100-level and above. Courses with numbers below 100 will not

be counted toward this degree requirement. At most 8 credit hours of physical education (PEGN) activity

courses will be counted toward this requirement. A Bachelor of Arts degree requires completion of one
year of college credit in a world language.
Meet the requirements of the General Education program (see information below).
Complete a Writing Intensive (WI) Course in your major.
Earn a minimum of 60 credits from a four-year college or university; courses taken at community colleges

cannot be used to meet this requirement. (Some formal program-to-program articulation agreements
modify this requirement. See specific agreements for details.)
Earn a minimum of 30 credits from courses taken at EMU.
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Complete 10 of the last 30 hours for the degree from courses taken at EMU.
Have a minimum of 30 unique credit hours in their major and 20 unique credit hours in their minor for a total
of at least 50 unique credit hours between them. Some majors that require 50 or more hours themselves do
not require a minor; students should check requirements of the selected major in the undergraduate catalog
to see if a minor is required.
Earn no more than 60 credit hours in one subject area (prefix). Credits in excess of the 60 maximum will not
be counted toward the minimum of 124 credits required for a bachelor’s degree.
Earn the minimum number of credits in 300-level and above courses in each major and minor as specified
below - these credits must be earned in distinct courses; that is, no course can be used to fulfill this
requirement in more that one major or minor.

Earn a minimum of 6 credits in 300-level or higher courses at EMU in each minor
Earn a minimum of 9 credits in 300-level or higher courses at EMU in each major that requires a minor.
Earn a minimum of 15 credits in 300-level or higher courses at EMU in each major that does not require
a minor

Transfer credit will be awarded for courses taken at colleges and universities that are accredited by one of the
recognized regional accrediting bodies only if the courses are college-level (equated to 100-level or above at
EMU) and the student earned a “C” (or 2.0 on a 4 point scale) or better. Transfer credit may be awarded on a
case-by-case basis for college-level courses in which a “C” (2.0) or better was earned at institutions outside
the U.S. or at non-accredited U.S. institutions; the internal review of such courses is conducted by individual
departments/schools within EMU, and additional documentation may be required. Please note: EMU awards
only credits for transferred courses; grades are not used in the calculation of an EMU GPA.
Earn a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 in courses taken at EMU in order to graduate. In addition, a
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 must be reached in each major and minor. Only courses taken at EMU and
those applied to a student’s major or minor, will be used in the calculation of their major and minor
cumulative GPAs. (Note: some programs may require a higher GPA - check with your program advisor.)

General Education Requirements:

EMU’s General Education Program requires students to choose from a menu of approved courses in several
different areas; do not assume that other courses in the same department or with similar names will fulfill these
requirements. A detailed description of General Education requirements is available on the General Education
section of the catalog: General Education 

Students who transferred to EMU may have modified general education requirements based on Michigan Transfer
Agreement (MTA) or articulation agreements; consult your academic advisor for additional information.
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