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RECOMMENDATION

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER AND HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENTS

ACTION REQUESTED

It is recommended that the Board of Regents approve Michigan Supreme Court Justice Bridget
Mary McCormack as Commencement Speaker at the Saturday, December 17, 2016
commencement ceremony. In addition, it is recommended that the Board award an honorary
Doctor of Public Service degree to Justice McCormack.

It is further recommended that the Board of Regents award an honorary Doctor of Public Service
degree to Lieutenant Colonel Charles Kettles.

SUMMARY

Biographies for Justice McCormack and Lt. Col. Kettles follow.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

None

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION

The proposed Board action has been reviewed and it is recommended for Board approval.

\u‘}/ | 7 / | b

Date

University Executive OffiCer




Michigan Supreme Court Justice Bridget Mary McCormack, Biography

Justice Bridget Mary McCormack joined the Michigan Supreme Court in January 2013. Before her
election to the Court in November 2012, she was a law professor and dean at the University of Michigan
Law School. Since joining the Court, Justice McCormack continues to teach at the Law School.

Justice McCormack is a graduate of the New York University Law School, where she was a Root-Tilden
scholar and won the Anne Petluck Poses Prize in Clinical Advocacy. She spent the first five years of her
legal career in New York, first with the Legal Aid Society and then at the Office of the Appellate
Defender, representing over 1,000 clients in New York's trial and appellate courts. In 1996, she became a
faculty fellow at the Yale Law School.

In 1998, she joined the University of Michigan Law School faculty. At Michigan Law, she taught
criminal law, legal ethics, and various clinical courses. Her scholarship focused on the professional
benefits of clinical legal education. She also created new clinics at the law school, including a Domestic
Violence Clinic and a Pediatric Health Advocacy Clinic.

In 2002, she was made Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs. Responsible for the continuing development
of the law school’s practical education, she continued to expand the clinical offerings at Michigan Law
School, launching a Mediation Clinic, a Low Income Taxpayer Clinic, an International Transactions
Clinic, a Human Trafficking Clinic, a Juvenile Justice Clinic, and an Entrepreneurship Clinic. In her
capacity as professor and associate dean, she conducted and supervised many types of civil and criminal
litigation at all levels of the state and federal courts. The University of Michigan Law School’s clinical
programs are now recognized nationally as one of the best places to be trained as a lawyer.

In 2008, then-Associate Dean McCormack cofounded the Michigan Innocence Clinic, in which students
represent wrongfully convicted Michiganders. The clinic has exonerated seven people so far, and has
shined a light on the important justice issues underlying wrongful conviction. In 2010, McCormack won
the “Justice for All” Award for the Clinic’s work, and in 2011 the Washtenaw County Bar Association
gave her the “Patriot Award.” In 2012, she won the Cooley Law School’s “Distinguished Brief Award”
for the best brief filed in the Michigan Supreme Court during the term. Also in 2012, the Justice Caucus
presented her with the Millie Jeffrey Award and the Washtenaw County Women Lawyers recognized her
with the Mary Foster Award. In 2013, Justice McCormack was honored with the Hon. Kaye Tertzag
Purple Sport Coat Award. The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee recognized her with its
Guardian of Justice Award in 2014,

Justice McCormack currently chairs the Supreme Court's Limited English Proficiency Implementation
Advisory Committee and participates with a number of professional organizations including the American
Bar Association Access to Justice committee, the American Bar Association Litigation Journal's Board of
Editors, the American Bar Association Working Group on Pro Bono and Public Service, the advisory
board of the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts, the judicial elections
committee of the National Association of Women Judges, the advisory board of the Michigan Civil
Rights Academy, and serves as a board member of the National Board of Legal Specialty

Certification. In 2013, Justice McCormack was elected to The American Law Institute, the leading
independent organization in the United States producing scholarly work to clarify, modernize, and
improve the law. In 2014, Justice McCormack was appointed by the U.S. Department of Justice and the
U.S. Department of Commerce's National Institute of Standards and Technology to a newly-created
National Commission on Forensic Science. The Commission's charge is to work to improve the practice
of forensic science by developing guidance concerning the intersections between forensic science and the
criminal justice system and work to develop policy recommendations for the U.S. Attorney General,
including uniform codes for professional responsibility and requirements for formal training and
certification.



Justice McCormack is married to Steven Croley, also a lawyer and law professor, currently on leave from
the University of Michigan Law School to serve as General Counsel to the U.S. Department of Energy.
They have four children attending college and the Ann Arbor public schools, and enjoy frequent family
trips to west Michigan.

Lieutenant Colonel Charles Kettles, Biography

Retired U.S. Army Lt. Col. Charles S. Kettles was born in Ypsilanti, Mich., Jan. 9, 1930. The son of a
World War I Royal Air Force (Canadian) and World War [T Air Transport Command (U.S. Army Air
Corps) pilot, Kettles had aviation in his blood. While attending the Edison Institute High School in
Dearborn, Michigan, Kettles honed his love of flying on the Ford Motor Company Flight Department
simulator.

Following high school graduation, Kettles enrolled in Michigan State Normal College (now Eastern
Michigan University), where he studied engineering. Two years later, Kettles was drafted to the Army at
age 21. Upon completion of basic training at Camyp Breckinridge, Kentucky, Kettles attended Officer
Candidate School at Fort Knox, Kentucky, and earned his commission as an armor officer in the U.S.
Army Reserve, Feb. 28, 1953. Kettles graduated from the Army Aviation School in 1953, before serving
active duty tours in Korea, Japan and Thailand.

Kettles returned in 1956 and established a Ford Dealership in Dewitt, Michigan, with his brother, and
continued his service with the Army Reserve as a member of the 4th Battalion, 20th Field Artillery.

He answered the call to serve again in 1963, when the United States was engaged in the Vietnam War and
needed pilots. Fixed-wing-qualified, Kettles volunteered for Active Duty. He attended Helicopter
Transition Training at Fort Wolters, Texas in 1964. During a tour in France the following year, Kettles
was cross-trained to fly the famed UH-1D “Huey.”

Kettles reported to Fort Benning, Georgia, in 1966 to join a new helicopter unit. He was assigned as a
flight commander with the 176th Assault Helicopter Company, 14th Combat Aviation Battalion, and
deployed to Vietnam from February through November 1967. His second tour of duty in Vietnam lasted
from October 1969, through October 1970.

In 1970, Kettles went to Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas, where he served as an aviation team
chief and readiness coordinator supporting the Army Reserve. He remained in San Antonio until his
retirement from the Army in 1978.

Kettles completed his bachelor’s degree at Our Lady of the Lake University, San Antonio, Texas, and
earned his master’s degree at Eastern Michigan University, College of Technology, in commercial
construction. He went on to develop the Aviation Management Program at the College of Technology and
taught both disciplines. He later worked for Chrysler Pentastar Aviation until his retirement in 1993,
Kettles currently resides in Ypsilanti, Michigan, with his wife Ann.

Kettles’ awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service Cross, the Legion of Merit, the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Bronze Star Medal with one bronze oak leaf cluster, Air Medal with
Numeral “27”, the Army Commendation Medal with one bronze oak leaf cluster, the National Defense
Service Medal with one bronze service star, the Korean Service Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal with
one silver service star and one bronze service star, the Korea Defense Service Medal, the Armed Forces
Reserve Medal with bronze hourglass device, the Master Aviator Badge, Marksman Badge with carbine
bar, the Valorous Unit Citation, the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with bronze star, the United
Nations Service Medal, the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with “60” Device, and the Republic of
Vietnam Gallantry Cross Unit Citation with palm device.





