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I am happy to provide you with information regarding the five Fall 2020 recipients of the inaugural 

Thomas Sidlik and Rebecca Boylan Scholarship.  

An international student from Peru, Alessandra Castañeda Infante chose to transfer to 

EMU from J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College in Richmond, VA, because of the 

institution’s affordability. This scholarship helped seal her decision to come to EMU to 

complete her BBA degree in marketing. Since her arrival in the U.S. in 2016, Alessandra 

has volunteered in the Hospital Elder Life Program at a Richmond hospital and that work 

with elderly patients motivates her to want to enhance awareness of the challenges of aging 

and the needs of aging individuals and to spur entrepreneurship that will improve the lives 

of elderly individuals. She has also volunteered as a translator for Spanish-speaking 

patients through the Mission of Mercy project. She currently maintains a GPA of 3.70. 

Claire Convis is transferring to EMU from Washtenaw Community College with a GPA 

of 3.98. Claire grew up with parents who spent most of their free time volunteering in 

the community, so she has spent countless hours working with rescue animals, building 

homes with Habitat for Humanity, and coaching sports teams in low-income 

neighborhoods. In 2017-18, she spent a year in the city of Pachuca in Hidalgo, Mexico, 

teaching English to fifth and sixth graders. In the future, she plans to use her Spanish 

language and teaching skills to help teach English to speakers of other languages here in 

the United States.  

Coty Huneau, from Wayne, Michigan, transferred to EMU from Henry Ford College 

with a 3.93 GPA. Coty first started his college education in 2010 but had to withdraw 

because of personal and financial issues, but he is glad to be back in school now. Coty 

plans to major in international affairs and gained interest in this particular while 

volunteering with earthquake recovery in Kumamoto, Japan, in 2016. While there, Coty 

observed the stark differences between underprivileged communities compared to 

major cities where opportunities and the standard of living were greater. This 

experience motivated Coty to return to college and study international politics. Coty 

would ultimately like to earn a Master’s degree in East Asian studies or 

international relations. This fall, he will be applying to the 2021 Public Policy and 
Leadership Conference sponsored by the Harvard Kennedy School of Government. 

Andrea Kiker, a first-generation college student, transferred from Washtenaw 
Community College with a transfer GPA of 3.95 to earn her degree in elementary 
education. A junior now, Andrea was inspired to become a teacher because of her own 
experiences as a young child struggling with dyslexia and ADHD. Teaching 
interpersonal communication and job skills to middle- and high-school students for Life 
Directions, a Detroit-based non-profit founded to combat gang violence, also served to 
reinforce her commitment to teaching young people. A veteran of the U.S. Coast Guard, 
Andrea is now attending college as a 36-year-old single parent to two young children, 
ages 4 and 11.  



Anahi Orozco Trujillo came to the U.S. from Mexico at the age of six. A DACA 

recipient and a first-generation college student, Anahi is motivated to prove, as he 

puts it, “that immigrants are not invaders, that [they] contribute, create progress, and 

bring something to the table.” Anahi, who transferred to EMU from Schoolcraft 

Community College with a transfer GPA of 3.85, plans to major in human resource 

management after developing a passion for training new employees while working in 

retail. He is paying his way through college by working in human resources at 

American Axle and Manufacturing. Ultimately, Anahi would like to become a Vice 

President for Human Resources at a large company. During the pandemic, he 

has been volunteering regularly at Novi’s Feed the Need, preparing and distributing 

lunches for low-income students.  
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AVERAGE HIGH SCHOOL GPA: 3.929

AVERAGE ACT COMPOSITE SCORE: 29.2

TOTAL NUMBER OF COLLEGE CREDITS EARNED WHILE IN HIGH 
SCHOOL: 377 (Average = 17.95)

TOTAL NUMBER OF HONORS CREDITS ENROLLED IN FOR THE 
FALL 2020 SEMESTER: 180 (Average = 8.57)

TOTAL HIGH SCHOOL ORGANIZATIONS:  119

TOTAL LEADERSHIP POSITIONS WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL:  45

TOTAL COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS: 3,792



Rana Aabed comes to EMU from Farmington Hills, 

Michigan. During her time at EMU, Rana plans to 

pursue a degree in psychology with a concentration in 

behavior analysis and a minor in biology. In high 

school, Rana was involved in the National Honor 

Society, Student Council, Buddies, the annual culture 

shock fashion show, and freshman mentoring, and she 

served as head of new student orientation, JV lacrosse 

captain, Spanish club ambassador, and senior class 

president. She also qualified for the Health 

Occupations Students of America state competition 

and engaged in numerous volunteer activities, 

including work with nursing homes and soup kitchens. 

She also served on multiple volunteer committees in 

her mosque community. Rana plans to attend PA 

school, become a Physician's Assistant, and eventually 

work with children on the autism spectrum.

TROYE AHO

MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

Troye Aho, from Detroit, MI, is an art major, 
pursuing a BFA with a 2D concentration as 
well as a queer studies minor. Troye?s 
passions include art, social activism, and 
community development and how these 
intersect and work with each other. In high 
school, Troye was president of both the 
Intersectional Feminists club and the Teen 
Advisory Council at a Detroit community 
development organization. Troye hopes to 
incorporate art and community work into a 
career in the nonprofit sector.

RANA AABED



TAMARA BLAIR

MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

Tam ara Blair  comes to EMU from Byron 
Center, Michigan. During her time at EMU, 
Tamara plans to pursue a degree in Marketing. 
In high school, Tamara was involved with the 
jazz band, the creative writing club, the AUA 
diversity club, and peer tutoring. She also 
participated in volunteer activities for the Byron 
Center Chamber of Commerce, the Byron 
Township Kent District Library, and Toys for 
Tots. In addition, she taught piano lessons for 
several years and worked at Mi Casa Es Su Casa 
Bilingual Family Daycare. Tamara plans to 
become a book marketer or publisher and 
writer.

HIND AL-KHASHALI

Hind Al-khashali comes from West 

Bloomfield, Michigan. During her time at 

EMU, Hind plans to pursue a degree in 

neuroscience with a concentration in 

pre-medicine. Her goal is to go to medical 

school to become a physician and work in 

underprivileged countries. While in high 

school, Hind participated in the National 

Honor Society, Earth Club, and Interact, and 

she worked as a Target team member.



BLAKE EASTMAN

MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

Blake East m an  is attending EMU from Bexley, 
Ohio. Blake wants to major in computer science 
and work somewhere in the tech field. In high 
school, Blake participated in several clubs, 
including the marching band, the robotics club, 
jazz band, National Honor Society, pep band, 
the chemistry club, and prism band, and he 
served as a technology assistant and on the 
Superintendent?s Youth Advisory Council. Blake 
has volunteered extensively at LifeCare Alliance 
doing Meals on Wheels and won the Future 
LifeCare Alliance Leader Award. In his spare 
time, Blake loves to play the trombone and 
tinker around in Linux.

LAUREN MARA D. COLINA

Lauren Mara D. Colina is arriving at EMU from St. Clair 

Shores, Michigan. During her time at EMU, Lauren plans to 

pursue a major in international business entrepreneurship. 

In high school, Lauren was involved in the Student Council, 

the National Art Honor Society, the Science National Honor 

Society, powder puff football, the Drama Club, yearbook, 

Quiz Bowl, and link crew, and she helped support and 

organize numerous minor school organizations, including 

leading an Anime club, co-founding a Filipino-American 

Cultural group, etc. She also led her classmates with pride 

and passionately worked to raise community spirit as the 

school mascot. Lauren plans to graduate with honors in four 

years and gain experience in the business world, working 

for one or more companies. She hopes to learn and 

discover more ethical, inclusive, and environment-friendly 

ways of running a business before she starts her own 

company and takes over her family homecare business.



ANDRE GENDERA

MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

Andre Gendera is originally from Brazil and moved to 
the USA when he started middle school. He soon 
realized that this is the place he always wanted to be. 
Andre speaks 3 languages: English, Portuguese (thanks 
to his Brazilian mother), and German (thanks to his 
German father). Andre is attending Eastern while also 
serving as a U.S Army soldier, and he is proud to serve 
his country. At EMU, he is pursuing a major in 
criminology and criminal justice with a concentration in 
law enforcement and a minor in military science. He 
plans to become a police officer because protecting 
the community is what drives him. Andre chose 
Eastern because of the amazing atmosphere, 
welcoming diversity, its broad choice of academic 
programs, and the opportunity to join ROTC to smooth 
his transition from U.S Army soldier to officer four 
years from now.

SYDNEY EDWARDS
Sydney Edwards comes from Muskegon, Michigan where 

she attended Reeths-Puffer High School. During her time at 

EMU, Sydney plans to pursue a degree in nursing. In high 

school, Sydney was involved in National Honor Society, 

through which she volunteered frequently and acquired a 

significant number of community service hours through 

annual blood drives, Blast Off Musical Theater camp, 

assisting in a kindergarten classroom, coaching youth 

softball clinics, working in the school coffee shop, serving at 

the Salvation Army Turkey Run and bell ringing, and much 

more. She was also heavily involved with the varsity softball 

and volleyball teams, IMPACT, Children's Theater, Be Nice, 

Extreme Cross Training, and Blast Off. After she graduates 

from EMU, Sydney plans to earn a Master 's degree and 

become either a nurse practitioner or physician's assistant, 

with a specific focus in pediatric care.



JEFFREY HOANG

MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

Jef f rey Hoang arrives at EMU from Saginaw, 
Michigan. At EMU, Jeffrey is pursuing a major in 
political science and a minor in communications. 
In high school, Jeffrey was involved in Michigan 
Youth in Government, Student Assembly, the 
Thespian Society, forensics, National Honor 
Society, Quiz Bowl, and DECA, and he 
volunteered at school events and the Bethesda 
Thrift Shop. He also participated in the Great 
Lakes Bay Region Youth Leadership Institute and 
has participated in shows with the Spring and 
Summer Theatre Company. Jeffrey hopes to 
graduate with honors and discover his path to 
making a difference in the next four years. 

ADRIANA HENRIQUEZ 
MORA

Adr iana Henr iquez Mora comes to EMU from 

Las Vegas, Nevada but was born in Lima, Peru. 

During her time at EMU, Adri plans to pursue a 

degree in economics. In high school, Adri was 

involved in Student Council, Latin club, speech 

and debate club, and numerous volunteer 

activities, including work with Pan Para mi 

Hermano, Trial by Peers, Navidad es Jesus, and 

Backpacks 4 Kids. She also worked at 

American Preparatory Academy as an assistant 

coach and as floor staff at Regal Cinemas. Adri 

plans to graduate with honors and become an 

economist.



ISAAC JOSLYN

MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

Isaac Joslyn  comes to EMU from Caro, Michigan. 

Isaac plans to pursue a degree in product design 

engineering technology. In high school, Isaac was 

involved with the National Honor Society, Student 

Council, football, track and field, Youth in 

Government, and 4-H, and he pursued volunteer 

opportunities through NHS and Youth Group, 

including highway clean-up, announcing youth 

football games, blood drives, and numerous other 

activities. Isaac also worked every summer from 

seventh grade on detasseling corn at a local farm. 

Isaac plans to become an engineer and someday be 

part of something world-changing.

LUCI JACKSON
Luci Jackson  comes to EMU from Pinckney, 

Michigan. During her time at EMU, Luci plans to 

pursue a degree in aviation flight science and 

technology with a minor in business. In high 

school, Luci was involved in National Honors 

Society, gymnastics, and various volunteer 

activities, including work with foster children and 

the organization HUGS, creating an adaptive 

gymnastics program for children with special 

needs, and leading LACASA's Teen Advisory 

Council, a group that educates high school 

students on dating violence and sexual assault. 

After graduating from EMU, Luci plans to apply for 

jobs at the major airlines.



ANAGHA KIRAN

MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

Anagha Kiran  comes to EMU from Ann Arbor, 

Michigan. At EMU, Ana will pursue a degree in 

computer engineering technology. While in high 

school, Ana was involved in concert and 

marching band, tennis, economics club, the Red 

Cross club, and the Diversity Club. She also 

participated in her high school?s Trailblazers 

program, which tutored elementary school 

students, and she volunteered at C.S. Mott 

Children?s Hospital, working with children with 

autism and ADHD. After she graduates from 

EMU, Ana plans to attend graduate school and 

become a software engineer.

ELLA KEENA
Ella Keena traveled from Walled Lake, Michigan 

to attend EMU. During her four years at EMU, Ella 

will pursue a degree in mechanical engineering 

and is currently exploring options for a minor. 

When she was at Walled Lake Central High School, 

Ella ran a foosball club, was an active member of 

the National Honor Society, and competed on the 

varsity cross country, tennis, and basketball 

teams. Ella also volunteered to coach basketball 

teams and camps for children and took side jobs 

tutoring and cleaning houses in addition to 

working at Taco Bell. After she graduates from 

EMU, Ella plans to find a job as a mechanical 

engineer and pursue an MBA degree.



MATIAS 
MARTINEZ-EKKEL

MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

Mat ias Mar t inez-Ekkel comes to EMU from 

Grandville, Michigan. During his time at EMU, 

Matias plans to pursue a degree in aviation flight 

technology with a minor in business. In high school, 

Matias was involved in the National Honor Society, 

cross country, varsity soccer, varsity basketball, 

aircraft recognition, aviation simulator instructor 

aviation fundraising, and numerous volunteer 

activities. He also served as an aviation simulator 

instructor, was a representative on the Student 

Council, and spearheaded a large student-run 

fundraiser. After college, Matias plans on becoming 

a professional pilot, a philanthropist, and a 

business entrepreneur.

KRISTEN LIECHTY
Kr ist en Liecht y comes to EMU from Midland, 

Michigan. During her time at EMU, Kristen plans to 

pursue a degree in psychology with a minor in 

Spanish. In high school, Kristen was involved with 

the National Honor Society, Student Council, the 

varsity marching band, the jazz band, and the Early 

College Program. She also participated in multiple 

volunteer opportunities, including Big Brothers/Big 

Sisters, mission trips, vacation Bible school, and 

tutoring. She worked at the Salvation Army's 

before- and after-school program and served as a 

mentor in her church's youth group. Kristen plans 

to earn a Master 's degree in clinical mental health 

counseling and to join the U.S. military as a 

therapist.



RAVEL RAY

MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

Ravel Ray comes to EMU from Akron, OH. During his 

time at EMU, Ravel plans to pursue a major in 

neuroscience with a focus in pre-medicine and a 

minor in Spanish. In high school, Ravel served as 

President of the National Honor Society and was 

involved in basketball, track and field, Key Club, and 

Chamber Ensemble. Ravel is also an accomplished 

musician and has dedicated a significant amount of 

time to community service, including organizing a 

talent show at his church that raised over $1,000 for 

his community. After he graduates from EMU, Ravel 

plans to attend medical school and earn a combined 

MD/PhD degree, which he will use to become a 

neurosurgeon with a focus on clinical research on 

neurodegenerative diseases.

FELIX MEISEL
Felix Meisel  has lived in Massachusetts, Tennessee, 

Oklahoma, and Michigan but, most recently, comes 

from Saginaw, Michigan. While at Eastern, Felix 

plans to major in theatre arts, although he is also 

considering earning a second degree (or a graduate 

degree) in history. In total, he has participated in 

sixteen different theater shows at his school and in 

the community. He also competed in MIFA's 

forensics tournaments for three years in a row. In 

the future, Felix plans to perform regularly in both 

professional and amateur theatre and would like to 

work to combat the elitism found in education of all 

levels. He is excited to start a new chapter in his life 

and looks forward to the opportunities that await 

him.



TIERRA TRESVANT

MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

Tier ra Tresvant  comes to EMU from Dearborn 

Heights, MI. At EMU, Tierra plans to pursue the 

combined Bachelor?s and Master?s degree program 

in public and nonprofit administration. While in 

high school, Tierra participated in an array of 

programs dedicated to community action and 

multiculturalism, including Generation of Promise, 

the Civics Unplugged Fellowship, and L!FE 

Leaders's Youth Summit Council. She interned at 

S.A.Y. Detroit Play for two years, where she 

mentored and tutored students in grades 3 

through 12. After she graduates from EMU, Tierra 

plans to work to promote educational opportunity 

and equity.

JOANNA SULIMIN
Joanna Sulim in  comes to EMU from Ann 

Arbor, Michigan. During her time at EMU, 

Joanna plans to pursue a degree in nursing. In 

high school, Joanna was involved in orchestra, 

Science Olympiad, DECA, the Piano Pedagogy 

Laboratory Program at the University of 

Michigan, the badminton club, freshman 

mentoring, her local youth group, and 

numerous volunteer activities, including work 

with Family Life Services and Give 365. After 

she graduates from EMU, Joanna plans to 

become a nurse practitioner or nurse 

anesthetist.



MEET OUR 2020 SCHOLARS

SARAH VOSS
Sarah Voss comes to Eastern from 

Petersburg, Michigan. At EMU, Sarah plans to 

earn a Bachelor 's degree in psychology with a 

focus on child development. In high school, 

she participated in the Gay/Straight Alliance, 

the National Honor Society, and the track 

team. After she graduates from EMU, Sarah 

plans to attend graduate school to earn a 

Master?s degree in clinical mental health 

counseling or a related field. Ultimately, she 

wants to work with children in urban areas 

where mental health services can be hard to 

find.
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