


 

 

  
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

Board of Regents  

Student Affairs Committee 

 

April 21, 2022 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

 

1. Approval of agenda and February 17, 2022 minutes   Regent Beagen 

 

2. Student Government Presentation     Auryon Azar &  

Cedric Charles      

  

3. Recreation/Intramurals Presentation     Don Gillette, Justin Jett, 

Michelle Owens,  

Charles Spencer   

       

4. Announcements  

 

 

 

 

     

   



Eastern Michigan University 

Board of Regents 

Student Affairs Committee 

In Person and Virtual meeting 

Minutes of February 17, 2022 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

 

Regents:  Dennis Beagen, Nathan Ford 

 

Administration: Dean Ellen Gold, Lucas Langdon 

 

GUESTS 

 

Administration: James Carroll, Meg Castro, Regent Eunice Jeffries, Rocky Jenkins, Charlie Krey, Kevin 

Lawson, Regent Jessie Kimbrough Marshall, President James Smith, Cathy Steiner, Paul 

Vuocolo, Ron Woody 

 

Students: Luis Romeo 

  

 

Regent Beagen called the meeting to order at 10:02 am. The agenda for the meeting, and the minutes from 

the meeting held on December 9, 2021, were approved. 

 

Student Government Presentation 

Dean Ellen Gold introduced Luis Romero, EMU Student Body President, who shared a presentation about 

what Student Government has accomplished since fall 2021, and plans for the future. During the fall of 2021, 

Student Government allocated funds to provide free New York Times subscriptions for students, faculty and 

staff; raised and contributed over $10,000 to the Student Emergency Fund; provided financial support so that 

students were able to attend Rape Aggression Defense training sessions; allocated additional funds to 

provide 150 month-long bus passes for EMU students; and allocated $50,000 to the Student Government 

Award for student retention efforts. 

 

EMU Student Government partnered with Jewish Family Services to assist Afghan refugees moving into on-

campus apartments. They also provided clothing, winter hats and pens to each family, along with walking 

maps of Ypsilanti. They have worked with local business to create employment opportunities for these new 

residents. 

 

Plans for the Winter 2022 semester include passing resolutions to address food insecurity and partnership 

with Swoops Food Pantry; lobby tabling to advertise student resources and encourage students to engage in 

the upcoming Student Government election and the November midterm election; efforts to address public 

health and safety on campus and in the community; attending the United Student Government Conference 

that will be held at the University of Michigan-Flint; and continuing efforts to improve student retention and 

decrease barriers to student success and well-being. 

 

Regent Beagen asked how many have taken advantage of the free subscriptions to the New York Times. 

President Romero replied that the program has just gotten started, so he doesn’t have this information yet.  

 

Dean Ellen Gold pointed out how much we have appreciated the leadership of President Romero over the 

last two years. He has worked on many initiatives during the COVID-19 pandemic, with a focus on what can 



be done to help other people. Regent Beagen thanked President Romero for his work and encouraged him 

not to lose his enthusiasm and positive spirit. Regent Ford added that it has been wonderful to work with 

President Romero. 

 

Student Life in the Student Center Presentation 

Dean Ellen Gold introduced Kevin Lawson, Interim Director of the Student Center, and Charlie Krey, 

Interim Assistant Director of the Student Center, who shared a presentation about Student Life in the Student 

Center. The presentation focused on the four phases of a student’s life at EMU – introduction to EMU, 

preparing for classes and college life, time spent on campus during the years in college, and graduation and 

beyond. 

 

The Student Center hosts many high school student events that bring potential students to campus, including 

DECA State Regional Finals, Digital Divas, ECA events, Esports high school state championships, and the 

Ann Arbor Public Schools AP Testing. The Conference and Event Services Office also facilitates summer 

camps on campus.  

 

Once a student is accepted to EMU, the Student Center provides many offices and services to prepare the 

students for university life. Students attend Campus Life Orientations, buy books and supplies at the 

bookstore, open bank accounts at the EMU Credit Union, receive academic advising at the Francine Parker 

Advising Center and take care of business details at Service EMU while in the Student Center. 

 

The Student Center helps students fully engage with campus and community life at EMU. The building has a 

tv lounge, quiet study lounges, small group meeting areas, a Reflection Room, lockers, a foot wash station 

and a lactation room. Commuter students, non-traditional students, on-campus resident students and 

international students can all be seen utilizing the building amenities.  

 

Students are welcomed back to campus each year with special events in September. A pumpkin carving 

event is held in October, a graduation cap decorating event is held in December and April, and a Rock the 

Patio Celebration is held at the end of the academic year. Student organizations have office and storage space 

in the building, hold student organization meetings in the meeting rooms, and host events, including talent 

shows and fashion shows in the Student Center auditorium, ballroom and on the patio. Movies are shown in 

the auditorium on Friday nights, and art is displayed in the two art galleries in the building. The Student 

Center also hosts major annual campus events, including the MLK Celebration, the EMU Undergraduate 

Symposium, and the Celebration of Excellence Week. The Student Center employs approximately 80 student 

employees, who learn many transferable skills, including leadership, communication, teamwork and event 

planning. 

 

Students can find support through the many offices located in the building. These offices include the 

Disability Resource Center, the Office of the Ombuds, The Francine Parker Advising Center, Service EMU, 

the Office of Wellness and Community Responsibility, the Center of Race and Ethnicity, the LGBTQ 

Resource Center, the Women’s Resource Center and the Dean of Students Office. 

 

The Student Center prepares students for graduation. Students can attend the Student Center Graduate Fair, 

purchase commencement regalia at the bookstore, finalize graduation details at Service EMU and attend job 

fairs held in the building. After students graduate, they return to the Student Center for Alumni Association 

events, social and community events and to participate in blood drives and community vaccination clinics. 

 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the Student Center has taken an active part in keeping the campus 

community safe. The EMU COVID-19 Testing Center is housed in the building. Between 8/12/20 and 

1/11/22, 54,498 COVID-19 tests were administered at the Testing Center. Hybrid events were planned and 



executed, room capacities were updated to allow for physical distancing, meetings rooms were converted to 

classrooms, extra cleaning and disinfecting was implemented, and free masks have been distributed.  

 

The Student Center supports EMU students from the beginning of their EMU career through graduation and 

beyond. It is truly the hub of campus, and helps create a sense of belonging for EMU students. 

 

Provost Longworth commented that the Student Center has focused on important values and commitments, 

and thanked the presenters. Regent Beagen commended the staff members who worked on this presentation. 

Provost Longworth stated that the work done in the Student Center reflects well on the community. She 

mentioned the resilience and nimbleness of the staff working in the building. 

 

Regent Ford stated that he was most impressed by the diverse and inclusive programming in the building. He 

asked about how much of the space in the Student Center was utilized pre-COVID. Charlie replied that the 

building was full pre-COVID. There are events in the building almost every night. Demand has been so high 

that some events have been held in McKenny Hall. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:52 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michele Rich 

Student Affairs Committee Recording Secretary 
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Spring 2022 Accomplishments 
● Provided another $20,000 to the Textbook Affordability 

Initiative.

● Donated $2,000 in bus passes to Afghan refugees from the 

Student Government President’s discretionary fund.

● Allocated $5,000 to provide free month-long bus passes for 

EMU students.

● Aided seven students through the Student Government Award 

Fund, resulting in $12,000 spent from the $50,000 donated.

● Contributed $6,500 to Swoops Food Pantry for new 

equipment.

● Provided $3,000 for flu and HPV vaccine clinics. 
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Afghan Refugee Volunteer Assistance 

● Finished moving the 12 Afghan Refugee families into 

Westview and Cornell Apartments

● Working to create events to integrate refugees into the 

campus community

● Picnic

● Tour of Campus

● Creating an ESL Weekend Class to help the refugees learn 

and improve English
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Elections 

● Online voting opened on Wednesday, March 30 at 8:00 a.m. 

and closed on Thursday, March 31 at 8:00 p.m. Students 

received information via email about how to vote online.

● Senate Campaigns were robust and competitive.

● Election Referenda: Student Opinion of CAPS.
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Future Initiatives 

● 5 primary areas of focus moving into the next school year:

● Campus Safety

● Education Accessibility

● Mental Health Support

● Building Community

● Sustainability
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Future Initiatives 
● Rebuilding trust between students on campus and the Title IX 

office.

● Collaborating with the Holman Success Center to identify 

where they most need assistance and provide funding.

● Partnering with CAPS to support necessary programs and 

services.

● Working with Campus Life to increase outreach and partner 

with the student groups to provide programs with funding and 

support.

● Expanding the services of Swoops Food Pantry to help those 

in need and reduce meal waste, as well as expanding the 

OZZI reusable container program.
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