


EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
Board of Regents  

Student Affairs Committee 
April 18, 2024 

10:30 AM - 11:15 AM 

201 Welch Hall 

AGENDA 

(10:30 AM) Section 6: Agenda and Minutes from February 8, 2024 (Regent Sidhu) 

(10:35 AM) Presentation: Student House of Representatives (Rylee Clairday, Stefanie St. Pierre) 

(10:45 AM) Presentation: Esports (Zach Lewis) 

(10:50 AM) Presentation: International Students at EMU 
(Dean Ellen Gold, Chotika Pitaktouyhan, Sara Herzallah) 

(11:05 AM) Announcements 

(11:15 AM) Conclusion 



Eastern Michigan University 
Board of Regents 

Student Affairs Committee 
201 Welch 

Minutes of February 8, 2024 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Regents:  Nathan Ford, Anupam Chugh Sidhu 

Administration: Lucas Langdon 

GUESTS 

Administration: Alicia Apperson, Sherry Bumpus, Katie Condon, Doris Fields, Darcy Gifford, Don Gillette, 
Esther Gunel, Justin Jett, Aric Kirkland, Kevin Lawson, Zach Lewis, Lauren London, Calvin 
McFarland, Jeff Norris, Michelle Owens, Vicki Reaume, Ron Woody, Sean Woolf, and 
Jeanette Zalba. In addition, seven other people attended the meeting but were not 
signed in. 

Students:  Rylee Clairday, Syed Wasiuddin 

Regent Sidhu opened the meeting at 10:30am. Committee members introduced themselves. The minutes 
from December 7, 2023 were approved. 

Student Government Presentation 
Syed Wasiuddin, Student Body President, shared an update about the things that Student Government has 
been working on. The focus of Student Government has been promoting a sense of belonging for students. 
This has been done in various ways, including providing free bus passes to students, supporting the 
textbook affordability initiative, contributing to Swoops Pantry and the Student Emergency Fund, working 
with the Department of Public Safety to provide RAD self-defense courses, paying for campus wide access 
to the New York Times, encouraging the use of Ozzi reusable food containers, and funding student 
organization events.  

Approximately 500 bus passes were provided to EMU this academic year. An email will soon be sent to 
students, reminding them that they have free access to the New York Times. Many have already taken 
advantage of this opportunity, and have read close to 60,000 articles. 

Future Student Government initiatives include encouraging voter registration, hosting a statewide Student 
Government conference and overseeing the 2024 Student Government elections. 

Regent Ford asked about the goals for the 2024 elections, and offered to assist. Lucas Langdon, Director of 
Campus Life, thanked Student Body President Wasiuddin for his service. Regent Sidhu echoed this 
sentiment and thanked him for making EMU a welcome place for everyone. 



EMU Registration Blitz: An Application of the Principles of Caring & Belonging 
Calvin McFarland, Associate Vice President for Student Success and Academic Support Services, shared a 
presentation about the EMU Registration Blitz. The goal of this event was to provide students with access 
to information, and assistance from many departments, in one location. In addition to Advising staff, 27 
other departments participated in this event. The format was designed to reduce student anxiety and 
remove barriers related to the registration process.  

The event was held on November 16, 2023, and a total of 495 students received advising. Of these 495 
students, 355 were students receiving advising for the first time.  

EMU students now have access to the Financial Empowerment Center, which is funded through 
Washtenaw County. Staff from this Center, located in Room 200 of McKenny, provide students and the 
surrounding community with financial counseling and credit report analysis. This is a joint effort with the 
EMU Engage Office. 

Many helpful videos, covering topics such as how to register for classes, articulation agreements, navigating 
online classes and applying for graduation, are available to students. These tutorials are located on the 
Advising pages of the University Advising and Career Development Center website. 

Another Registration Blitz is planned for March 2024. The goal is to include more academic departments at 
this event. 

A video, sharing the experiences of two graduate assistants working in the Advising Office, was shown. Both 
students are in the Higher Education Student Affairs master’s program. 

Regent Ford asked how often the registration blitz events will occur. Associate Vice President McFarland 
replied that they will occur as needed, with the goal to empower students to complete registration tasks on 
their own. Rylee Clairday stated that she has been a student at EMU for four years. She knows that there 
are resources, but many students are not aware of them. These events are good to reach students and 
share this information with them. 

Regent Sidhu stated that it is clear that Associate Vice President McFarland and other staff put students 
first. She asked what is being done to engage transfer students. Vice President McFarland replied that there 
is an online platform for transfer students, and they are working with Enrollment Management to improve 
this process.  

Regent Ford thanked Regent Sidhu for a wonderful meeting. Regent Sidhu thanked everyone who 
attended, those who worked on the presentation, and the IT Department. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:11am. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michele Rich 
Student Affairs Committee Recording Secretary 

















ESPORTS
Program Overview

Zach Lewis, MBA
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Thank you for your time.

Until then, for more information on the 
program, visit emich.edu/esports

----------
This has been an extremely high-level overview of our 
program; we look forward to going more in depth in a 
follow-on presentation or discussion.
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International Students at EMU

Ellen Gold, Senior Associate Vice President & Dean of Students
Chotika Pitaktouyhan, Past ISA President, 2021-2023

Sara Herzallah, Current ISA Vice President,  2023-2024
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Chotika Pitaktouyhan, Past ISA President, 2021-2023
Master of Science in Human Resources & Organizational Development  2023 -2025

Bachelor of Science in Psychology  2019-2023

Sara Herzallah, Current ISA Vice President, 2023-2024
Bachelor of Science in Electrical & Computer Engineering,  2021-2025
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Why EMU?
❑ Good living and learning environment, supportive 

community, recommendations from friends and family
❑ Affordable tuition
❑ School and program reputation
❑ Diverse campus
❑ Supportive staff and faculty 

❑ International Student Resources
❑ Academic and Career Development

❑ Academic and cultural programs enrichment
❑ Favorable geographic location
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Student Perspective
● Why did you choose EMU?
● Have you experienced a culture of care and a sense of belonging at EMU ?
● How have these experiences impacted you?
● Do you feel that you will reach your goals? 
● How did the International Student Association (ISA), and other student 

organizations, increase your knowledge of other cultures, and create a sense of 
belonging?

● How have you collaborated with other student organizations and departments?
● What are the benefits of bringing domestic and international students together?
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Colors in Harmony - 2024 
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Questions?
Thank you 
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